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FASPER BANKS, 


The Handſome Man. 


CHAP. I. 


Mr. Hart the Taylor's Behaviour —— I take 
a Lodging near Covent-Garden, 


Went directly to Mr. Hart, and en- 
quir'd after my Cloaths ;. which. I found, 
I as the Letter ſaid I ſhould. I had been 
a good Cuſtomer to Mr. Hart, for ſince my 
Acquaintance with La Maur (who recom-- 

Vol. II. mended 
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mended him to me) I had laid out upwards 
of Fifty Pounds myſelf; beſides ſeveral ele- 
gant Suits that ſhe had ordered to be made 
after her own Fancy, and preſented me with. 
From this I had Hopes that I could wheedle 
Mr. Hart to let me into the real Situation 
of La Mour's Circumſtances, for hitherto 1 
was a Stranger to them. 
At my firſt Acquaintance with her, and 
from what Sambert had hinted (for he would 
never ſpeak directly) I thought ſhe was a 
kept Woman : But then again, when ſhe 
let me live with her in her Houſe, go with 
me to all Publick-places, without any Fear 
of being ſeen, I chang'd my Opinion, and 
look'd upon her to be, really what - ſhe ap- 
pear*d, a Woman of Family and indepen- | 
dent Fortune, 
I began my Deſign upon Mr. Hart, by 
aſking if he knew the: Names of the Per- 
ſons that were viſiting at Mrs. La Mour's : 
Adding, That thongb T had often heard 
them, they were then out of my Memory—— 
To which he ſzem'd as if he did not hear 
me : But, upon repeating my Queſtion, he 
reply'd, in a cold Manner; Indeed, Sir, 1 
never irouble my Head with other Peoples Af. 
fairs, I have Buſineſs enough of my own. 
This Anſwer, and the Manner he gave it 
in, a little furpriz*'d me; and, before 1 
could aſk him the Reaſon, he faid ; Sir, 


there are your Things, in theſe jo Trunks, 
that 
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that Mrs. La Mour ſent, defiring I would ſee 
them ſafely deliver'd to you, which I have 
done; and I ſhould be glad you would order 
them to your Lodgings directly, for they incom- 
mode my Parlour very much. 
I told him I ſhould be glad to let them 
ſtay there *till the Evening, and I would 
then eaſe him of the Charge. He reply'd, 
—— — Tis very well; and then, after fum- 
bling ſome Time in his Pocket, ſaid ; Here 
is a ſmall Bill, Sir, which I defire you will 
aiſcharge when you ſend for your Trunks, for J 
am in want of Money; and, perhaps, may 
not ſe? you gain for ſome Time. With 
theſe Words he gave me a Bill of Eight 
Pounds, for a few trifling Things that L 
had order'd ſince he laſt brought in his Ac- 
count. 

This Behaviour, from a Man who had 
taken ſo much of my Money, ſo provok'd 
me, that it was with great Difficulty I kept 
my Patience: However, I gave him equal 
Mortification ; for, aſſuming an Air of Eaſe, 
I ſaid; O Mr. Hart, you know your Money 
is always ready with me; why did you not call 
en me before? So ſaying, I pulPd out a 
Bank-Note of Fifty Pounds, and deſir'd 
Change. | 

I could perceive, by his Surprize, that ei- 
ther he ſufpected, or La Mour had told him 
the Obligations I had to her (though I could 
hardly think her capable of ſo ungenteel 
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an Action) and this pitiful Fellow ima- 
gin'd,, as I had left her Houſe, his Hopes 


of future Profit from me were at an End, 


and therefore took this unmannerly Liberty 
with me, which I am ſure he repented upon 
the Sight of my Bank-Bill. 

I obſerv'd the Behaviour of this Man, 
who had hitherto been ſo complaiſant, ſo 
full of Flattery and Commendations to my 
Face, while he thought me in Proſperity, 
greatly amaz'd me ; but if I had been as 
well experienc'd in the World then, as I 
now am, I ſhould not have been ſurpriz'd 
at all; for it is a certain Rule, that he who 
will ſtoop and cringe, for his Intereſt, below 
the Dignity of a Man, is at Heart a Vit 
lain; and will flop at nothing, though e- 
ver ſo baſe and ungenerous, when that In- 
tereſt ceaſes... = 

Mr. Hart was the firſt Inſtance of this 


Kind that I had then met with; which gave 


me ſuch Abhorrence of him, that, when he 
had given me a Receipt, I left him without 
any farther Ceremony, than telling him 1 
would ſend for my Cloaths in the After- 
noon, I went immediately in Search of a 
Lodging, which I reſolv'd ſhould be near 


Covent Garden, as all my Inclinations now 


lay in that Quarter, 

It was not long before I ſpy d a Bill upon 
the Door of a well-looking Houſe, in a 
handſome Street, not far from my Coffee- 

4 Houle, 
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Houſe, the Seat of Pleaſure and Fortune. 
I immediately knock'd at the Door, and 
was receiv'd by a very likely young Wo- 
man; who, at my Deſire, conducted me up 
Stairs, and ſhew'd me the Apartments ſhe 
had to lett. 4 | 

The Rooms were large, light and well 
furniſh'd, and hit my Fancy exactly. She 
demanded fourteen Shillings a Week, which 
I made no Scruple of agreeing to; for be- 
ſides liking the Place, I ſaw ſomething in 
the Landlady that gave me infinite Pleaſure. 
I told her, I was but juſt come to Town, 
and had no Place to lie at but the Inn, unleſs 
ſhe could make the Rooms ready for my 
Reception that Night, which ſhe promiſed 
to ſee done. I then gave her Earneſt, and 
told her my Name was Buckler, which 
indeed ſhe enquir'd : After which I took the 
Liberty to afk her Name and Circumſtances. 
She told me, her Huſband was a Gentleman 
of ſmall Fortune, and his Name was Foun- 
der; that the Houſe was much too large for 
bis Family, conſiſting. only of. himſelf and 
her, a Niece, and a Maid-Servant ; and 
that they let Lodgings, as much for the ſake- 
of Company as Profit. 

Having fix'd my Habitation, I went to- 
the Coffee-Houſe, wrote a Note, and ſent 
It by a Porter to Mr. Hart, deſiring him to- 
deliver my Cloaths, Sc. together with a- 
Letter to La Maur; acquainting her, as ſhe 
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had deſir'd in her laſt, where ſhe might hear 
of me. 

This being finiſh'd, I ſat down to Play, 
and won conliderably; which ſo rais'd my 
Spirits, that La Moeur, and all that had late- 
ly paſs'd concerning her, went quite out of 
my Thoughts. Beſides, I found a ſecret 
Inclination riſing in me towards my new 
Landlady; fo much, that notwithſtanding 
the fortunate Run I was in at Play, I deter- 
min'd to break off, and go home betimes, 
in hopes of a little Converſation with her. 
And I wanted, indeed, to talk with her Huſ- 
band; for, by his Temper and Behaviour, I 
thought I might form ſome Judgment, whe- 
ther there were any. Hopes for me : For my 
Vanity, which rather encreas'd than dimi- 
niſh'd, aſſur'd me, That if the Huſbanu 
was not equally agreeable as my ſelf (and 
that I thought impoſſible) his Wife's Incli- 
nations would ſoon be at my Service. With 
theſe Hopes I went home, and was let in by 


Mr. Founder himſelf. 


CHAP 
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CHAP. I 


J go to my Lodgings. My Landlord's 
odd Humour. The troubleſome Tem- 
per of Mrs. Sophy, bis Nicce. 


HE firſt Salutation was O, your 
Servant, Sir I was juſt examining my 
Wife about her new Lodger. You are the 
Gentleman, I preſume I made no Anſwer, 
but a Bow Come, continu'd my Land- 
lord, walk into the Parlour, and let me talk 
with you a litile Sit down, Sir, My 
Wife told me you was a handſome young Gen- 
tleman ;, and, egad, I think ſhe ſpoke Truth 
May, nay, let the Women alone to juage 
of a Man. hey Have piercing Judgment 
They go to the Quick; and then we mate 
them quick, for the Bu/ineſs is quickly done. — 
She ſays your Name is Buckler. You live near 
Shields, I f1ppoſe, ba. Pretty well ſaid 
that.— Thus he ran on, for near a Quar- 
ter of an Hour, without ſuffering me to 
ſpeak a Word. Seeing me, I ſuppoſe, a 
little confounded with his Volubility, he 
ſaid ; Come, Sir, fit down—— Excuſe me, 
T muſt tall. 1 mean no Harm You'll 
like me better, when you know me better. 

This incoherent Diſcourſe, made up of 
Quibbles and Jeſts without Meaning, at 


once convinc'd me of his Underſtanding : 
x Though 
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Though I could have been contented to have 
heard him ali Night, provided I had that 
agreeable Object, his Wife, to look at, for 
The now appear'd in all her Beauty. She 
was new dreſs*d ſince I laſt ſaw her, which 
diſcover'd the fineſt Shape I ever look'd on; 
and the pretty riſing Bluſhes, her Huſband's 
nonſenſical Jeſts brought every now and 
then into her Face, gave a double Luſtre 
to her Beauty. Thus was the Wife, young 
and charming; the Huſband, a Man about 
Fifty, hagged and lean and of the odd, 
whimſical Converſation, I have already giv- 
en a Sample of. The Niece, who was at 
Table too, ſerv'd but to ſet off Mrs. Foun- 
der's Charms; for ſhe was a little, ſquat, 
fat Creature, with a peeviſh Look, that 
ſeem'd to envy every Pleaſure that was not 
her own Poſſeſſion. 

My Landlady's Underſtanding was con- 
ſpicuous, from the Confuſion ſhe diſcover'd 


at her Huſband's Nonſenſe. Beſides, though 


ſhe ſpoke but little, what ſhe ſaid was too 
ſignificant to flow from a mean Capacity, 
Thus we paſs'd the Evening. About 
Twelve I went to Bed, and lay ſome Hours 
awake, indulging myſelf with pleaſing Re- 
flections on my handſome Landlady. 
Early in the Morning, according to my 
Direction, the Maid came and lit my Fire ; 
and, ſoon as I was up, Mrs. Sophy, the 
Niece, came up to enquire whether I would 
g0 
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go down and Breakfaſt with the Family, or 
3 it into my own Chamber, I choſe the 
latter; for J wanted to look over m 
Cloaths, tell my Money, and conſider of 
ſome Affairs that Company would not have 
aſſiſted me in. Beſides, as I knew my own 
Inclinations towards Mrs. Founder, I did 
not care to ſeem too prefling into her Com- 
any, while her Huſband was at home, 
leſt I ſhould give him ſome Suſpicions that 
might put an End to all my Hopes at once. 

It was not long before Sophy appear'd 
with the Tea, which I deſir'd her to ſet 
down upon the Table. So ſhe did, and 
plac'd herſelf by it, and began to fill out 
for me and herſelf. This was a Piece of 
Complaiſance I did not deſire, but I did 
not know how to tell her ſo ; ſo was forc'd 
to ſit down and bear her Company. 

The firſt Diſh was ſcarce empty'd before 
Sopby began a Converſation, that at once 
let me :nto her Character. 

She began thus—— Well, Sir, I can't 
e help commending your Choice of break- 
e faſting by yourſelf ; for, really, there is 
„no Comfort in being with a Family, Ser- 
«© yants are ſuch Helicats! Why we have had 
at leaſt twenty in twelve Months: And 
e they are all alike ! the Devil a Barrel the 
better Herring ! unleſs one is ſcolding all 
%“ Day, nothing i is done as it ought. What 
& a Condition would my Uncle be in, if it 
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* was not for me! for Mrs. Founder never 
e takes the leaſt Notice. It lies all upon 


& me; ſhe minds nothing but dreſſing her- 


« ſelf, and ſitting like a fine Lady, with her 
Hands before her. That, /ard I, may 
«© be to pleaſe her Huſband, he loves to 
& ſee her dreſs'd Pleaſe him ! reply'd 
4 Sophy, no, no, ſhe marry'd him for In- 
ce tereſt; the Devil of any Thing elſe. To 
& be ſure it was a very unequal Match, 
„ My Uncle is too old for ſo fine a Lady; 
e and too rich, for one of her low Circum- 
& ſtances, But her Baby-Face ſet the old 
It was Madneſs to be 
<« ſure He ſhould have marry'd ſome 
« ftaid Woman of Underſtanding ; or I 
% don't know what he had to do with a 
6 Wife at all. I could have look'd after 
ce his Houſe, and a Man of his Years can 
& have no other Uſe for a Woman, I am 
5 ure” | 


Thus did Mrs. Sophy lay open all the De- 


fects of the Family, and I reſolv'd to en- 


courage her in her Slander, that I might 
get the eaſter into Nirs. Fourd-7*'s Secrets, 
for I did not doubt but Sophy was Miſtreſs of 
them all. I was juſt going to pump her, 
when the Maid open'd the Door, to know 
if I had any Commands ; but before I could 
anſwer, $22by, being willing to give me a 
Sample of her Decorum, got up and thruſt 


the | 
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the Girl out of the Room ; ſaying, Dy 


you brazen-fac'd Slut] how durſt you come 


into a Gentleman's Chamber, e ithout knocking 
at the Door? Muſt I be eternally telling you, 
and will you never learn? 

The Maid went down, without making 
any direct Reply, but mutter'd ſomething, 
Better be a Galley-Slave, or to that Purpoſe; 
which Sophy hearing, ran after her, calling 
her all the names ſhe could think of. At 


the Bottom of the Stairs Mr. Founder and 


his Wife met 'em, and the Quarrel became 
general. What ſhe ſaid I could not hear, 
but my Landlord, with his uſual Oddity, 
tho' he was in a Paſſion, could not deliver 
himſelf without a Smile, for I heard him 
cry out, Why the Devil is in the People, I 
think ! my Houſe is like a Tennis-Court, 
never without a Racket in it! The Fray 
did not end here, but was removed out of 
my Hearing; for they ſhut themſelves in- 
to the Parlour, to my no ſmall Satiſ- 
faction. 

I now ſat down to tell over my Caſh ; 
but before I had half done it, Mr. Founder 
came in, to aſk me how I liked my 
Lodging, and to tell me he was going into 
the City to transfer an Eaſt-India Bond; 
adding, he had a Hare for Dinner, and 
ſhould be glad of my Company: And, 
upon my excuſing myſelf, he cry'd out, 
Ab, Rabbit you, you think you are Hare- 

Vo“. II. I brain'd 
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brain'd enough already. With theſe 
Words he ſet up a great Laugh at his own 
Jeſt (as he thought it) and bid me a Good- 
morrow. - 

I was now once more alone, and again 
went to my Buſineſs; but, alas! before 
I could recolle& where I left off, Sophy re- 
turn'd, to beg Pardon for the Maid's ill 
Manners, and to let me know how ſeverely 
ſhe had rated her for the Affront; which ſhe 
ſpun into a Thouſand different Arguments, 
all tending to ſhew her own Skill in the 
Management of a Family How Gen- 
tlemen ſhould be treated ; what Cautions 


Servants ought to have given them; how 


liable the Miſtreſs was to anſwer for the 
Maid's Misſbehaviour ; and many other 
tedious Rules of this Sort; which ſo pro- 
vok'd me, that I look'd at my Watch, and 
cry'd out, I had an Appointment with 
ſome Ladies, and had out-ſtaid the Time. 
This I thought, would ſend her off; but 
I was miſtaken, for it only furniſh'd her 
with freſh Matter for Diſcourſe. She ob- 
ſerv'd, That Ladies would excuſe little 
Omiſſions of that Sort; for they muſt con- 


ider, Gentlemen have Buſineſs that can't 


always be diſpatch'd to a Moment 


And fo went on, about Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen——and Gentlemen and Ladies 
that I loſt all Patience, and e'en began to 
greſs myſelf while ſhe was in the Room; 
g which 


— 2 — 1 U 


Jaſper Banks. 171 
which ſhe never quitted (and then would 
hardly do it) till I was going to put on my 
Shirt 
I huddled on my Cloaths as faſt as poll 
ble, lock d my Money up in a Drawer, 
and went down Stairs directly, for fear 

of another Viſit from this impertinent 


Goſſi p. 


When I was in the Entry, I found Mrs. 
Founder ready to open the Door; who, in 
a pretty, mild Manner, begg'd Pardon 
for the Noiſe the Maid had occaſion'd: 
Adding, That ſhe was a poor ignorant 
Creature, and hop'd I would. excuſe her. 
Her pretty Manner, and the foft Tone of 
her Voice, ſo unlike what I had been two 


Hours perſecuted. with, drew my whole 


Attention. I thought myſelf in another 
World; I deſir'd her not to think of it 
any farther ; that, if it had not diſturb'd 
her, all was well. While I was ſpeakipg, 
I fixt my Eyes ſo ſteadfaſtly upon her, that 


U am ſure ſhe obſerv'dvit. - I ſaw the Co- 


lour come into her Cheeks, which ſhe was 
ſenſible of; for ſhe made me a haſty Court- 
ly and turn'd, in ſome Confuſion, into the 
Parlour, 

IJ went to the Coffee- Houſe; Aach an 6 N. 


tent to purſue my old Sport, but fond 


the Houſe forſaken ; and, upon aſkir g the 
Waiter why the Company was not there as 


uſual, he told me they were gone to a 


I 2 famous 
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famous Horſe-Race, about twenty Miles 
off, where they had all particular Buſi- 
neſs. Miſſing my Companions, I took a 
poor Fellow, that us'd to attend the Place, 
in hopes of getting ſomething of the Win— 
ners (and, I believe had no other Subſiſt- 
1 ance but their Bounty) to a Tavern in the 
1 City, and gave him a good Dinner. What 
| his real Name was 1 never heard, but we 
| us'd to call him Miſery, He was near Six- 
ty Years old, .but had all his Limbs per- 
_ fect}, ſeem'd poſſeſt of a good Underſtand- 
ing, and knew Mankind perfectly well. 
Our Converſation turning upon a Reflec- 
tion of the Misfortunes we poor - Mor- 
tals are liable too, he gave me a ſhort 
Sketch of his own Life, in the following 
Manner, 1 L | 


CHA'P. III. 


3. 


VMiſery's Story. 
„ AM, aid he, of an antient Family in 
41 the North. My Father was poſſeſs'd 
„of a genteel Eſtate; which, with his 
Management, not only ſupported the 
Dignity of his Family at Home, but 
e kept up the Reputation of Charity and 
Benevolence his Anceſtors, had fo juſtly 
* deſere'd for many Generations, by 4 
£3 * EY cc ge- 
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* generous Diſtribution of their Wealtlr 


among their poor Neighbours and De- 
pendants. 

„As J was the only Child my Fakes 
ever had, his whole Care and Study was 
to bring me up in a Manner that might 
do honour to his Family. I was put 
under the Direction of a Tutor, who 


ſpar'd no Pains to raiſe in me the Seeds 
of ' Virtue and Knowledge; and, at the 


proper Time, I was ſent. to the Univer- 
ſity, where my Father's Indulgence, 
and liberal Allowance, fully prov'd his 
Fondneſs And tho? it is but an un- 


grateful Return for his Kindneſs, I am 
afraid moſt of niy. Misfortunes are owing 
„to that Tenderneſs, that was meant for 


my Preſervation and Proſperity. | 

The large Remittances JI ſo often re- 
ceiv'd from my Father enabled me to 
mix with Company, that only made 
the Univerſity a Place of Recreation 
and not of Uſe; and inſtead of being 
guided by: the excellent Rules ſet down 


for the Improvement of Virtue and 


Learning, ſeem'd to take Pleaſure only 
in breaking 'em. This was, the Party 
I join'd, and: was as imprudent and de- 


bauch'd as the moſt thoughtleſs of em; 
till at length a Complaint was made to 


n Father, who immediately was more 
13 | “ ſparing 
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ſparing of his Money, and ſent Orders 
to the College that a ſtricter Hand ſhould 
be kept over me for the future. 

++ This Reſtraint did not at all agree 
with my Diſpoſition, I abhorr'd Con- 
finement, and deteſted Study; *till at 
length finding I could not have my full 
Swing of Pleaſure as I us'd to have, I 
reſolv'd to leave the Univerſity, not re- 
turn to my Father, but ſeek my Fortune 


by myſelf. Accordingly. I took the firſt 


Opportunity of conveying away my 
Cloaths and Linnen, and ſome Part of my 
Books ; the laſt I fold to raiſe Money 


for my Expedition. Being thus fur- 
nith'd, I ſet forwards towards Wales; 


where I had an Aunt that was very 
fond of me, and was Miſtreſs of a pret- 
ty independent Fortune. Here I thought 


to fill my Pockets, but I was deceived ; 


for though ſhe gave me a kind Recep- 


tion, making me welcome to every 


Thing her Houle afforded, ſhe ſupply'd 


me with no more Money than what is 
generally given to a School-BO). She 
was very inquiſitive about my Journey ; 

how I came, whither I was going, and 
the like, all which I anſwer'd to her 
Satisfaction; telling her, My Father had 
« given me Leave to make a Tour in that 


« Part of the Country, which I had long 


co 


had a great Curioſity to ſee; adding, 
That 
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That notwithſtanding my Inclination, I 
was afraid I muſt be content where I was, 
not having brought Money enough with 
me to proceed on my Journey. 
„All this Converſation, though repeat- 
ed every Day, had no Effect; the old 
Worran was either loth to part with her 
Money, or elſe had ſome Suſpicion of 
me, that prevented her doing as I ex- | 
pected. 
* I ſtay'd ten Days, conſidering in what 
Manner to proceed. All Hopes of ſuc- 
ceeding with my Aunt expir'd ; for ſhe 
ſeem'd more inclin'd to wiſh I would ge 
back, than willing to aſſiſt me in going 
forward But the eleventh Day clear'd 
up all, and told me at once what | was to 
depend upon—— She calPd me to her ; 
and, pulling out a Letter (which I im- 
mediately knew to be my Father's Hand) 
read the Contents; which were no more 
than to let her know, That he was in- 
form'd, by Letters from the College, 
that I was run away from it; that all the 
Expence he had been at for my Educa- 
tion was thrown away; that I was a pro- 
fligate Wretch, and he would never con- 
ſider me as his Son again. | 
+ This Letter the old Lady read witk 
great Paſſion, and commented every 
Minute upon my Behaviour; and in the 
End, threaten'd 155 ſend me by Force 
4 66 
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back to my Father : The Apprehenſion 
of which ſo alarm'd me, that I pack'd up 


what I could, and that very Night, with 


only Ten Shillings in my Pocket, ſet for- 
ward, without any Scheme, Plan, or 
Deſign ; leaving behind me all my 
Cloaths and Linnen, except what I could 
carry in my Pockets. That Night I lay 
in the Fields, and the next Morning 
reach'd a little Town, where I regal'd 
myſelf. I ſtay'd there all that Day; and, 
among the reſt of the Diſcourſe of the 
Peovle at the Inn, I heard there was a 
Company of Players at a Town abqut 
eight Miles off. It immediately ſtruck 
into my Head that I would go and join 
them; for tho* I had never attempted 
any Thing of the Kind in Publick, I had 
frequently borne my Part in a Scene, 
for private Amuſement. 

« I never ſtopt 'till I had wah d the 
Place, nor ever reſted till I had found out 
the Director of the Company, who very 
gladly receiv'd me. I play'd ſeveral 


Parts with Applauſe ; and, having a 


good Memory, was look*d upon as a very 


great Proficient among them. 


i I never was ſo happy in my Life. 
Our Profits, tho' not very great, were 


ſufficient to ſupply my common Expences, 
which were not extravagant ; for acting 
was 10 agrecable to me, that inſtead of 


“ wiſhing, 
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wiſhing for thoſe irregular Pleaſures that 
had ruin'd me, I would now lock myſelf 


up whole Days, and feed upon the ro- 
mantick Virtues of a Roman or Grecian, 


Hero; and Cato and I have often din'd 


together, at the moderate Ordinary of a 


Mutton Chop and a Pint of Ale. 
« Here I fell in Love with one of our 


* Actreſſes, a pretty Girl of about Eigh- 


teen, and marry'd her. We liv'd very 
well upon our Buſineſs, and were fond 
to a great Degree, I had two Children- 
by her at a Birth. My Expences being 
now larger than uſual, I ſought all Op- 


portunities of playing at. Cards, in Hopes. 
to get Money for my Wife and Children; 
but had ſuch continu'd ill Luck, that I 
ſcarce ever ſat down to Play, without 


being ſtript of every Shilling I had. I 
then pawn'd my own and my Wife's 


Cloaths, in. Hopes to recover my Loſs, 


but in vain, for every Penny of it went: 


the ſame Way. Thus ſtripp'd of every 


Neceſlary, we could ſcarce borrow Things 
enough to appear upon the Stage 
My Love too funk with my Circumſtances 
My Home was Hell to me [ 


could not bear my Wife's whimpering, 


and crying began to hate her, and 


my Children; and ſtill to make bad 


worſe, and give me a new Proſpect of 


1 Affliction, 
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Affliction, my Wife was within two 
Months of Lying- in again. 


< Theſe complicated Misfortunes fo pro- 


vok'd me, that, in Deſpair, I reſolv'd 
to murder my Wife and Children, and 
afterwards deſtroy myſelf; and, I be- 


* lieve, I ſhould certainly have put this 
deſperate Deſign into Execution, if an 


Accident had not happen ' d that prevent 
ed me. 

„ur Circumſtances were no Secret to 
the People of the Town, ſo far from it, 
that it v&is the general Talk : In which 
Diſcourſes my Character was ſeverely 
bandled, for I was accus'd of being the 
whole Cauſe of my Wife's and Childrens 
Diſtreſs. I was look*d upon by all Kinds 
of People, as the moſt profligate, inhu- 
man Villain that ever was born; ſo much 
that it prevented the Aſſiſtance ſome 
good-natur'd People might otherwiſe have 
given us. They no ſooner hinted their 


Inclination to ſerve us, but ſome Body 
was always ready to ſay ; Poo! "ris no 


Charity to give them; the Woman won't 
be a Farthing the better for it, for that 
Rogue her Huſband will laſe it all at 
Cards. 

„ Notwithſtanding this general Opinion, 
a Lady of Fortunc, that liv'd about three 
Miles from the Town, took Pity on my 


Wife's Condition, and lent for her to her 
« Houſe ; 
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Houſe; where, after enquiring into the 
Particulars. of her Neceſſities, ſhe gave 
her Five Guineas, with ſome Linnen 
for herſelf, and ſome proper Things for 
her Children ; ; the laſt of theſe Things. 
were folded up in a News-Paper. My 
Wife brought them Home with great 
Joy, bleſſing the good Lady who i 0 
timely reliev'd us. 

„While my Wife was preparing usa 
good Dinner (which we had not taſted of 
for ſome Days) I diverted myſelf with 
looking over the News-Paper the Lin- 
nen was wrapt in; when, to my great 
Surprize, I found an Advertiſement, in- 
timating, That if ſuch a Perſon, (men- 
tioning my Name) would call upon a 
certain Attorney in the Temple, he might 
hear of ſomething greatly to his Ad- 
vantage. 

& Struck with this Notice, I ſtood ſome 


Time aſtoniſh'd, and could not reſolve 


what to do in the Affair. At length I 
reſolv'd to take the Money the Lady had 
juſt given my Wife (whom I was hear- 
tily tir'd of) and ſet out that Night for 
London. Accordingly, the firſt Time the 
went out of the Room, I took the Caſh 
out of the Drawer ; and, leſt it ſhould. 
not be ſufficient, cram'd. my Pockets 
with ſome of the Linnen, and immedi- 


ately ſet out on my Journey, — my 
© Wite 
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Wife and Children to find out another 
Lady to relieve 'em“. 
Here I could not help crying out; * 


: barbarous ! I never heard ot ſo inhuman 
© an Action.“ 
was reſolv'd to take Care of one. There 
was nothing in it, my ſtaying to ſtarve 


«© Pſha!: reply'd Miſery, l 


with 'em, would have done them no 
Service at all: Beſides, I was ſick of 


the Lay, and thought this a lucky Op- 


portunity to get rid of it. 

„My Money brought me very decently 
to London, where I ſoon found my Attor- 
ney; who, after a few cautious Enqui- 
ries, told me, My Father was dead; 
that he dy'd about three Weeks ago of 
an Apoplexy, and had left no Will; 
therefore the Eſtate of Courſe, which 
was 12001. a Year, fell to me. I thought 
I ſhould have leap'd out of my Skin 


at this good News, not only that he 


was dead, but that he dy'd ſo ſuddenly; 
for had he had any Notice of his End, 
perhaps for my paſt Diſobedience, he 
would have play'd ſome Prank or other, 
and left the beſt Part of the Fortune 


from me.” 

_ This prophane uncharitable Wretch, fixt 
-me almoſt into Stone with Horror ; and, 
obſe:ving me ſtare at him, he went on, and 
faid, laughing, © Come, come, Mr. Bu: kler, 
it was a lucky Hit; and, if I. had a 


Thouiand 
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„ Thouſand Fathers, I ſhould wiſh 'em 

« all to the ſame End.“ 

J had a good Mind to have kick'd the 
Scoundrel out of the Room ; but Curi- 
oſity to hear the other Villanies of his 
Life, prevented my juſt Reſentment; and 
he went on thus: 

« My Attorney provided a Chamber m 
« his own Houſe, and furniſh'd me with 
every Thing ſuitable to the Fortune I was 
« Maſter of. Thus fet out, I immediately 
„kept a Brace of Whores, and threw my 
„Money about like Dirt. 1 had ſeveral 
Letters from my Wife (by what Means 
{© the found me out I can't tell) full of 
„ her own Diſtreſſes, and her Childrens; 
+ but as I reſolv'd nothing ſhould inter- 
e rupt my Pleaſures, 1 juſt read, and then 
{« burnt 'em, without ſending any Anſwer.” 
O,“ ſaid I, how cruel that was, not 
„ to aſſiſt her, when it was ſo much in 
* your Power!“ Aye, Mr. Buckler, 
e but | underſtood better; I had another 
“Scheme. I would now and then have 
„ ſent her a Guinea or ſo, but then that 
would have been owning her for my 
Wife, which I intended to deny: For 
beſides that I did not love her well enough 
to let her ſhare my Fortune. I had a 
young Lady, an Acquaintance of my 
* Lawyer's, worth Five Thouſand Pounds; 
„that I was very fond of, and to whom 
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was juſt upon the Point of marrying ; 
ſo, you know, I could not with Safety 
help her out. 

* got into deep Play, and loſt the 
beſt Part of my Fortune in Six Months 
Time. I had a curled Run of Luck, 
ſo I &en puſh'd hard at this Fortune, 
and marry'd her. Her Money ſet me up 
again, and I was not without Hopes of 


recovering what I had loſt ; but I was 


deceiv'd, for ill Luck ſtill purſu'd_. me, 
and my Wife's Money ſeem'd inclin'd 
to follow my own ; and to add to my 
Misfortunes, my firſt Wife and Chil- 
dren came from the Country, and found 
me out. Diſtracted with the Loſs of 
my Money, and the Arrival of this 
Woman, whom I mortally hated, I did 
not know which Way to turn me; but 
I was oblig'd to be civil to her, leſt ſhe 
ſhould be clamorous, and my new Wite 
ſhould hear of it. Not that I car'd Two 
Pence for her, but her Father was rich; 
and, if I could keep in with him, he 
might leave me handſomely at his Death. 
& took a Room for my Wife and 
Children, at a diſtant Part of the Town. 
Thank Heaven, ſhe brought but two 
with her, for the third, ſhe let fall out 
of the Waggon as ſhe came along ; and 


the Wheel going over it, it was <cruſh'd 


to Death. Had the Mother, and the c 
« g 
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of her Brats ſhar'd the ſame Fate, I had 


been happy 

% Soon as I had fixt her in a Lodging, 
I gave her a Guinea, and left her with 
a Promiſe to return in the Evening, but 
[ did not go nigh her for ſix Days. On 
the Seventh, ſhe came to my Houle , 
and I being abroad, was introduc'd to 


my new Wife, to whom ſhe told all 


her lamentable Story, and met with 
ſome Relief from her Good-nature. 

% You may be ſure I had a fine Re- 
ception when I came Home Tears, 
Reproaches, and Threats, made up the 
Scene : In ſhort, I found my Date of 
Quiet was expir'd, lo I &en. reſolv'd 
to put an End to all my Plagues at once. 
Beſides, I was afraid, when the Father 
knew of the Affair, he would proceed 
againſt me at Law; therefore to avoid 
a Halter, I went to my Lawyer, who 
let me have Five Hundred Pounds more 


upon the ſmali Remainder of my Eftate ; 


which, with about Eight Hundred more 
I had left of my Wife's Fortune, I de- 
termin'd to go Abroad; but before I ſet 
out I gave, for Two Hundred Pounds, 
a Bill of Sale upon my Furniture, which 
colt me upward of Five, for I was re- 
ſolv'd not to leave a Farthing that I 
could poſſibly carry away with me. 


Thus provided, I hir'd a Poſt-Horſe and 
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made the beſt of my Way to Dover; 


where I found a Veſſel that tranſported 
me in Safety to the French Coaſt, leav- 


ing my two Wives to diſpute their Ti- 
tles to my Perſon and Eſtate by them- 
ſelves. 
4 made the beſt of my Way for Pa- 
715, Where I furniſh'd —— "wich all 
faſhionable Neceſſaries, and paſs'd for an 
Engliſhman of Quality. Thus reputed, 
ſoon got into all Sorts of gay Com- 


| pany, among which were a Set of Gen- 


tlemen that play'd very high. Here! 


loſt, in fix Months, beſt Part of the Mo- 


ney I carried over with me; which re- 
duc'd me to the Neceſſity of engaging 


with a Party of Gameſters, who knew 


the beſt of the Lay. With theſe, and 
the Aſſiſtance of falſe Dice, I brought 
myſelf near Home. I follow'd this 
Courſe for upwards of four Years, when 
I unluckily quarrell'd with 'em, about 


the Diviſion of a Booty, and. forc'd to 


proceed upon my own Abilities, But 


here I was not ſucceſsful; for having 


cheated a Marquis of a large Sum, by 


falſe Dice, and marking the Cards, (for 


I play'd at ali Games) he found me out, 
had me ſeized, and hurried away to 
Goal, while my Effects were all confiſ- 
cated, - and forfeited to the Govern- 


ment. 1 
„ 
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« lay in Priſon upwards of twelve 
„Months, and muſt have periſh'd there, 
« had not a Gentleman, with whom I had 
« ſome little Acquaintance, ſupported me; 
and, I believe at laſt was inſtrumental in 
« obtaining my Liberty. You may eaſily 
“ gueſs the ragged Condition I was in, 
« when I came out of Confinement ; with- 


| * out Cloaths, Moncry or Friends, for my 


«© Character was ſo infamous, as a common 
% Cheat, that not one of my old Compa- 
* nions, tho* upon the ſame Lay, would 
* know or take any Notice of me. | 
{+ This Gentleman furniſn'd me out to- 
« lerably well, and entertain'd me in his 
% own Houſe, where he employ'd me in 
copying ſome Writing of his own com- 
„ poling. He was a great Author; and 
* tho' he had a Place under the Govern- 
* ment, was a private Satiriit againſt it. 
* This Employment, and the Entertain- 
* ment of his Table, might have ſatisfy'd 
% a common Man; but I was of too aſ- 
+ piring a Nature, to be contented with 
* Buſineſs. I wanted to be among the 
better Sort. I was created for Pleaſure, 
and not Drudgery ; but Money was 
wanting, and how to get at that was 
tor ſome Time more than I could con- 
trive : At length Fortune gave me an 
* Opportunity. | | 
| | * Among 
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„Among the reſt of this Gentlemar's 
Works, was a very ſevere Satire againſt 
a certain Biſhop; which I not only copy'd 
for him, as he directed, but when his 
Back was turn'd took another for myſelf. 
This ſtood me in great Service; for, a- 
bout this Time, I got acquainted with a 
Couple of young Fellows, who had fol- 
low'd a Gentleman from England very 
fond of Play, in order to ſet and make 


the beſt of him; and they offer'd to let 


me into the Scheme, if I could raiſe ſome 
Money, to increaſe the Stock. As I was 
loth to loſe fo fair an Opportunity of 
making my Fortune, I een went to the 


Biſhop, ſhew'd him the Libel I had 
tranſcrib'd, and diſcover'd the Author, 
The old Man rewarded my Service with a 


Purſe of Fifty Lewis d'Ors, which I im- 


mediately threw into Stock with my Aſſo- 


ciates. As to my Writing-Friend, it was 
not in his Power to detect or upbraid me; 
for he was thrown into the Baſtile, and 


what became of him I never heard.“ 


This Scoundrel was going on; but my 
Indignation was now grown ſo high, that! 
ſtarted up, caught him by the Throat, 
call'd him all the ungrateful, uncharitable 
Villains, my Tongue could utter ; and was 
tempted to rid the World of ſuch a Nut- 
ſance, by ſtabbing him tothe Heart: Which, 


L be- 
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believe, I ſhould have done, had not his 
Cries brought in the Drawer, and prevented 
me. I pay'd the Reckoning, and warn'd 
him never to know, ſpeak to, or take notice 
of me, upon any Occaſion whatever; ſwear- 
ing by all the ſacred Ties of Honour and 
Religion, that if I ever heard he call'd me 
Friend, ſaid he had been in my Company, 


| or even mention'd my Name, I would uſe 


him, as his Infamy deſerv'd. He ſeem'd 


| frighten'd at my Threats, and went out of 


the Room; but I could hear him mutter as 
he went, D n me, you would all 
* do the ſame, if you were in Neceſ- 
3 | | 

1 — ſome Time before I could recover 
myſelf, from the Horror this Fellow's Vil- 
lainy had thrown me into; which he related, 
not with any Remorſe, but with a trium- 
phant Pleaſure, that ſeem'd to expect Ap- 
plauſe from his Auditor. I did not think 
there was a Wretch capable of committing 
ſuch baſe Actions; but to meet with one ſo 
harden'd as to acknowledge and glory in 
em, was a Monſter beyond all Belief: But 
Heaven, with infinite Juſtice, puniſh*d his 
Perfidy, by reducing him to the deplorable 
Situation, of being oblig'd to the moſt con- 


temptible Set of Wretches for a bare Sub- 


ſiſtance; that he might feel the Tortures of 
Poverty and Contempt, due to ſuch unparal- 
lel'd Villainies. 
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CH A P. IV. 


Some Reflections upon Miſery's Villainy. The 
Conſequence of my Contempt of it. The 

Reaſon of my going out of Town, and 
what befel me in my Retirement. 


J Went Home, to reflect upon what I had 
heard; and, with the ſevereſt Judg- 
ment, to examine myſelf, and ſee if I could 
find within me any Seeds of that wicked Na- 
ture, which that impious Wretch ſeem'd 
full of. cannot ſay. (and I think I was 
not partial) that I could judge myſelf gui 
ty of any Crimes of a groſſer Kind, than 
what the Hurry of Appetite, and Heat of 
Blood, will draw Youth into: And I deter- 
min'd, whatever Fortune might befal me, 
never to commit an Action that might 
hock my own Conſcience, or make Man- 
kind abhor me. Among theſe Reflections, 
the private Deſign I had form'd upon my 
Landlord's Wife, roſe black before me; but 
J bleſs'd my Stars that I had made no Ad- 
vances in the Affair, and reſolv'd never to 
think of it any more, nor be acceſſary to 
the Ruin of an honeſt Woman, or- deſtroy 

the Peace of a whole Family. . 
could not indulge my Meditations ſo 
long as I would have done, for the impert! 
nent Sapby broke in upon me. with an En- 
quiry 
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quiry after my Health. She drew a Chair 
as uſual, and began Converſation. She ſet 
out with asking me, Whether J had been 
ever married? And, when I aſſur'd her, 
No, with a Leer, ſhe ſaid; © Lard! 
« I wonder at that: I am ſure it muſt be 
“your own Fault, for my Sex are ſeldom 
„ backward to receive the Addreſſes of a 


| + handſome Gentleman.“ A deal of this 


Stuff ſhe run on with, which I did not 
know what to make of; unleſs ſhe meant 
to inſinnate a ſecret Inclination ſhe had for 


my Perſon : Which could not engage my 


Attention in the leaſt, for ſhe had neither 
Wit or Beauty to allure me. All the Effect 
ſhe could have upon me, was to vex and 
put me out of Humour; which ſhe did 
heartily at this Time, and would have pro- 
ceeded, if Mr. Founder had not come in; 


and, hearing I was at Home, ran up Stairs, 


crying out, Mr. Buckler !, Mr. Buckles ! 
« do you know why a Man 1s always in 
© Debt, when he's in Bed? | Before I 
could reply, he went on fas well as his 
Breath would let him ; which was almoſt 
gone, with the quick Courſe he had made 
up Stairs)“ Why, becauſe he lives then 
„upon T1CKING. Ha] what do you 
ee think of that, Maſter Buckler? You un- 


e derſtand me, don't you? A Man that 


* lives upon Tick, as we ſay, you know, 


lives upon CRE DIT. Ha!] I ſaid it juſt 


„ now 


. 
' 
? 
5 

1 


190 The Hiſtory of 
* now at the Coffee-Houſe, and I thought 
„ the People would have dy'd with Jaugh- 
„ing. Egad, I ran Home to tell you di- 
& rectly, for fear J ſhould. forget it.“ $9 
ſaying, he called Saphy, and Went down a- 
gain; repeating, as he went.“ Becauſe 
& he lives upon TicxinoG. Ha! ha! up- 
© on Tick ING. 

They were no ſooner got down, than! 
follow d em; and, to avoid any farther 
Impertinence, went directly to the Play, 
where I had the Pleaſure of enjoy ing my own 
Thoughts for an Hour, and then was well 
entertain'd for Three more with the Poet's 
Imaginations: Which fo becalm'd my Spt- 
rits, and put em into ſuch regular Motion, 
that I went to a Tavern, eat a Mutton 
Chop, and drank a Pint of Wine by myſelf; 
and then retir'd to my Chamber, without 
being interrupted (as Luck would have it) 
either by my Landlord's Wit, or his Niece's 
Impertinence. 

The next Day 1 went to the Coffec- 
Houſe, where I found the uſual Company, 
uſt arrived from the Horſe-Race they had 
attended for two Days paſt. I ſat down to 
play with 'em, and loſt near a Hundred 
Pounds in four Hours. As I had been hi- 
therto ſucceſsful, the Company were not 4 
little pleas'd- to ſee: my Fortune chang'd. 
They ſaid many whimſical Things upon e- 


very Stake J loſt, and, among em, i 
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I did not rightly underſtand; which was 
« —— Come Mr. Honefly, give me that 
« Money: Or whatever Queſtion they 
had to me, they join'd the Epithet of Honeſt 
toit; which, being ſo often repeated, be- 
gan to make me warm, and aſk what they 
meant: Upon which one, more intrepid 
than the reſt, ſaid ——*© Nay, Sir, I never 
« thought you more honeſt than your 
« Neighbours ; but my old Friend Miſery 
« here, gives you ſo great a Character, that 
„think you ſhall never go by any other 
* Nan | 

This Declaration convinc'd me that the 
Scoundrel I had fo juſtly treated at the 
Tavern, had been making his Tale good 
among his Acquaintance, and I was to be 
the Jeſt of the Company for not eſpouſing 
a Villain; which ſo provoked me, that I 
got up in a Rage, and declared my Opini- 
on in theſe Words Gentlemen, if any 
Man takes a Liberty with me upon that Re/- 
cal's Account, or thinks he dies not deſerve 
the utmoſt Contempt from all Mankind, I 
think bim an equal Scoundrel | was go- 
ing on, when one of em got up, and faid 


I. and all the Company preſent, have long 


known and approv'd his Conduft.—— hy 
then, reply'd I, you are only Company fit for 
each other, and I am ſorry an bone Man 
fhould be feen in the ſame Room with yor. 
From this ſome Words aroſe, and one 


of 
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of em gave me the Lie; upon which ! 
knock'd him under the Table, and drew, 
and ſtood upon my Defence : For the whole 
Set, which were about fourteen, ſeem'd in- 
clin'd to take his Part, Whether their 
Honour or their Fear prevented 'em, I 
can't tell, but they made no Attack upon 
me; and I went out, with a firm Reſolution 
never to enter the Houſe again. 

I went Home, and began to reflect on 
the Wretches I had ſo long been link'd to. 
The. more I thought, the worſe I found 
'em; for they muſt be void of all Huma- 
nity, Morals, and Senſe of Virtue, 
that could ſtand up in Defence of fo wick- 
ed an Animal, as the Villain they call'd 
Miſery. 

I told over my Caſh, and found I had 
now Six Hundred Pounds by me, which! 
determin'd to lay out in ſome Place or 
other, and never think of Play any more. 
The better to fix my Reſolution, and to 
ſhun all Enticements to the contrary, I 
went out of Town, where I might have 
Leiſure to conſider of Means to make my 
future Life more happy and honourable. 

The Place I choſe for my Retirement was 
Hampſtead. I had once been there with La 
Mour, and was charm'd with the Situati- 
on. I took a Couple of handſome Rooms 
near the Heath, and fought no other A- 

muſement 
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muſement for ten Days, more than what 


OY and my own Reflections n 


This Life, however pleaſant at firſt, be. 
an to tire, and I wiſh'd for a little Con- 
verſation. I ſought the Coffee-Houſe, where 
[ was not long before I became acquainted. 


There was a Whiſt-Club, into which 1 


was admitted. It conſiſted chiefly of grave, 
old, rich Dons, that had no other Pleafure 
in Lite than getting Money, though each 
of 'em had already more than they could 
enjoy. As I had Plenty of Caſh, and loft 
it freely (for this was a Game I was but a 
Youngſter at) I could not fail, among ſuch 
Men, of being a welcome Member. 

By conſtantly attending the Club, I grew 
with ſome quite intimate ; others indeed 
were of that cruſty , cautious Nature, that 
they ſeem'd to wiſh no further Acquaintance 
with me, than while my Purſe could gratify 


| their Avarice. 


Among the freer Sort was a Gentleman 


whom I ſhall cal! Harper. He had been 


bred to Trade, and acquired a handſome 
Fortune by it; but, being tir'd of Buſineſs, 
had withdrawn himſelf from Town, with 


his Wife and one only Daughter, and liv'd 


comfortably upon the Profits of his former 


| induſtry. 


This Gentleman often invited me to his 
Table, where every Thing was good and 
Vor. II. K gentcel, 


N 
: 
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genteel, but not extravagant. Himſelf was 
hearty and ſincere ; his Wife cheerful and 
complying ; and his Daughter, though not 
in the Rank of Beauties, yet of fo pleaſant 
4 Diſpoſition, and fo fraught with Wit, 
which being directed by an uncommon Un- 
derſtanding, made her the Delight of every 
one that had the Pleaſure of her Converſa- 
tion. 

The Happineſs ſo viſible in this Family, 
made the frequent Invitations Mr. Harper 
made me, very agreeable. Indeed I could 
not find any Company ſo entertaining to 
me. I was generally there three or four 
Times a Week, and was ſtill more and 
more delighted. I imagined at firſt (as I 
obſerved) my Pleaſure proceeded from the 
general good Humour of the Family, buta 
little Time convinc'd me the Daughter had 
the greateſt Power of Charming. A Paſſion 
inſenſibly ſtole upon me, that I could reliſh 
nothing without the Preſence of the fair 
Maria; nor was ſhe ignorant of the Plea- 
ſure ſhe gave me, but ſeem'd to have an 
equal Liking to my Converſation, 

At length we were ſo plain in our Incli- 
nations, and ſo little cautious of our kind 
Expreflions to each other, that Mr. Harper 
perceiv'd em, and one Day, when we were 
walking in the Garden after Dinner, drew 
me alide; and, when we were got ſome 
Diſtance from the . he — thus 
| — Mr. 
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——< Mr. Buckler, you muſt imagine I 


% have liv'd long enough to gueſs at young 
“ Peoples Inclinations by their Behaviour, 
ce without being told 'em in expreſs Words, 
« To be ſhort, I think you have ſome 
&« private Thoughts of my Daughter; and, 
«© T believe, from what I have obſerved, 
« that her Inclinations tend towards you. 
« To tell you a certain honeſt Truth, I 
« have no Diſlike to it, provided you can 
“ prove yourſelf the Man of Honour and 
„Fortune I think you. You muſt excuſe 


my Enquiries, ſince our Acquaintance 


« was accidental, and our Intimacy of no 
“ long Date. If, I ſay, (continued he) you 
« can ſatisfy me in theſe Points, and think 
„ well enough of my Daughter to make 
“ her your Wife, I will give my Conſent 
„ with Pleaſure, and a Portion of Eight 
* Thouſand Pounds: But excuſe my Cau- 
„tion, for in my Daughter's, lies all my 
i Happineſs; and the Fortune I give with 


| © her, is the beſt Part of what I have been 
e labouring for all my Life.” 


The old Gentleman's frank Declaration, 
and tender Regard to his Child, ſo con- 
fus'd me, that I was ſome Time before I 
could reply : But at length I anſwered ; 
% Sir, one Point I can immediately ſatisfy 
« you in; that is, that I have a great In- 


« clination to become Part of your Fami- 


= 08 
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« ly: Nor muſt you wonder a Lady of 
„ Maria's Qualifications, ſhould raiſe that 
« Wiſh in a Breaſt leſs ſenſible of Merit 
«* than mine; for, I believe, all that con- 
4% verſe with her, muſt like; and liking, 
% muſt defire her.“ As to the other 
Particulars ; I told him, a few Days ſhould 
convince him, that neither my Honour or 
Fortune were beneath his Propoſal. I had 
ſcarce finiſhed theſe Words, but we per- 
ceived the Company making towards us, fo 
the Diſcourſe ended, and weyjoin'd the gene- 
ral Converſation. 

I went Home betimes that Evening, to 
conſider coolly of what Mr. Harper had ſaid 


do me. 


—— 


CHAP. V. 


My Reſolution, upon Mr. Harper's Propo- 
Sal. —— The Lady I met with. 
My Amour defeated. —— My Return 10 


London. 


1 Was ſtrangely puzzled 87 an Anſwer 
to Mr. Harper's Propoſal. Sometimes 
I reſolv'd to ſatisfy my Love at the Ex- 
pence of my Honour, by getting Somebo- 
dy to vouch for my Fortune, and ſo trick 
the old Gentleman of his Daughter and 


ker Fortune: But then it appear'd ſo * 
an 


Er 
1CS 


ck 
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and ſo like the Actions I had condemned 
in that Raſcal Miſery, that my Soul ſhrunk 
with Horror at the Thought. But then 
again I conſidered, that Mr. Harper's En- 
quiry after Riches, was only the Effect of 
Avarice and old Age ; that if Maria lov'd 
me, as well as I did her, the Eight Thou- 
ſand Pounds her Father propos'd to give 
her, would make us compleatly happy, 
without any further Aſſiſtance from Fortune; 
and that tender Treatment of Maria, and 
decent Behaviour to her Father, in a little 
Time would convince him his Honey was 

not ill laid out. 5 
All this did not appear unlikely; but, on 
the other Hand, I conſider'd this Artifice 
upon Maria's Fortune, might give a Turn 
to her Inclinations, and change her from a 
fond and loving Bride, into a Fury, rais'd 
to Vengeance by Diſappointment, and a 
baſe Impoſition. 
After weighing every Advantage that 
would accrue to me from this Match, and 
every Inconveniency that might ariſe from 
this iniquitous Way of concluding it, I re- 
ſolv'd to keep firm to the Rule of Honeſty, 
I had lately laid down to myſelf ; not to 
engage in any Action that I ſhould bluſh 
at hereafter. I &en finiſh'd my Reflecti- 
ons, and determin'd to acquaint Mr. Har- 
per with the whole of my Story; and if, 
after that, my ingenious Behaviour might 
| K 3 make 
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make him think me worthy of his Daugh- 
ter, I would immediately marry Maria; 
if not, I would give over my Purſuit, 
forbear my Viſits, and think of her no 
more. 

Thus reſolv'd, I waited upon Mr. Har- 
per; but was told he was gone a Walking 
with ſome Company, from London, upon 
the Heath. Thither I followed, and was 
not long before I met with him and his 
Gueſts: But how was I ſurpriz'd, when 
the firſt Lady I was introduc'd to was Mrs. 
Parrot, La Mour's Friend, and who had 
left us fo abruptly at Canterbury ? 

My Confuſion might eaſily diſcover ſhe 
was no Stranger to me; nor was ſhe leſs 
amaz'd at ſeeing me: However, with much 
ado, I went through the Ceremony of a 
Salute, without taking any Notice that J 
had ever ſeen her before. I walk'd with 
the Company, and went Home to Dinner 
with 'em, highly diſpleas'd with Mrs. Par- 
rot's being one of our Party. 

I ſaid with 'em all Day, in Hopes Mrs. 
Parrot would return to London; but, be- 
fore Supper, had the Mortification to hear 
ſhe was to continue at Mr. Harper's for a 
Week. This was a ſhocking Circum- 
ſtance; for I did not doubt, as ſhe had left 
La Mour and me in ſo rude a Manner, 
and never wrote to, or ſeen her ſince, that 


I knew of, but that ſomething had greatly 
offended 
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offended her at that Time; and therefore 
concluded, that ſhe would not be very fa- 
vourable in her Report of me, in my Ab- 
ſence. But there was no Remedy, I was 
obliged to decamp, and leave my Charac- 
ter toa Woman, that did not ſeem to be o 
ver- burthen'd with Good nature. 

I could not ſleep all Night, for thinking 
what this Woman would ſay of me. Some- 
times I curs'd my own Folly, for not taking 
Mr. Harper aſide and telling him my Sto- 
ry, as I intended, before Mrs. Parrot could 
have an Opportunity of deſcribing me worſe 
than I deſerv'd, but the Company, and 
the unexpected meeting with this Woman, 
ſo confus'd me, that my Reaſon did not 
point out the Remedy, *till it was too late 
to put it in Practice. 

The next Morning, ſpite of all that 
might have happen'd in the Interim, I 
waited upon Mr. Harper; but was told, 
he was rid out with the Ladies, and would 
not be at Home *till Night, for they were 
to dine ten Miles off. I was ſurpriz'd at 
this News; for ſo intimate as that Gentle- 
man and I were, it was ſtrange he did not 
acquaint me of this Party over Night; 
nay, even invite me to be one of it: But 
as theſe Pleaſures, where Women are con- 
cern'd, are often ſettled in a Hurry, I ſatiſ- 
fy'd myſelf that this Excurſion proceeded 

K 4 from 
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from ſome ſudden Start, after I had left the 
Company, and therefore waited with Pati- 
ence 'till Mr. Harper return'd (for it was 
Club-Night) and at the Coffee-Houſe I 
knew I ſhould meet with him; for let him 
have what Company he would at his Houſe, 
he never faiPd to attend there. 

About nine o'Clock Mr. Harper came. 
He immediately fixt his Eyes upon me, 
and deſir'd to ſpeak with me in the next 
Room; where he had no ſooner ſhut the Door, 
than in a confus'd Voice, he ſaid; Mr. 
Buckler, I have always look'd upon and re- 
cetv'd you like a Gentleman of Honour and 
Fortune ; and I am ſorry to tell you, that 1 
have Reaſons now to think I err'd in ſome 
Part of my Opinion. | was going to reply 
but he ſtopp'd me, by ſay ing haſtily 
Sir, I don't accuſe you of any Thing, 
bad therefare you can have no Defence 10 
make. 2 15 have to ſay, is, That as TI 
once encourag'd your Addreſſes to my Daugh- 
zer. 1 thought proper 19 inform you that [ have 
now chang d my Mind. Attribute this ſud- 
den Alteraticn io my whimfical Diſpoſition, 
or what other Cauſe you pleaſe ; but my Re- 
ſolution, at preſent, is not to admit your Vi- 
fits any longer to my Houſe, nor ever hold any 
farther Correſpondence with you. With theſe 
Words he left me, went down ſtairs, and 


1 return'd to the Company; in what Sort 
of 


* 


ine. I ſoon threw up the Cards, for I was 
ſo confounded with Mr. Harper's Behavi- 


our, that it was impoſſible for me to mind 


one Tittle of my Play, I retr'd to my 
Chamber to conſider what Steps to take, 
and how to clear my Reputation ; which, 


I was aſſur'd, now appear*d very black in 
the Family, where I had ſo lately been car- 


reſs'd. | 
As Mr. Harper would not hear me ſpeak 


in my own Behalf, | was determined not 


to give up my Character in Silence, but 
acquaint him better of my Condition by 
Letter. I wrote as follows, and ſent it the 


next Morning. 


8 '- 


0 Otwithſtanding you are pleaſed to 
Yn lay the Breach of our Acquaint- 


% ance upon your own unſteady Diſpoſiti- 


* on, I have a better Knowledge of the 
* World than to imagine that any Thing 
«© more than an Excuſe; and I would have 
e accepted it as ſuch, ' whatever Violence I 


might do my own Heart in parting ſo 


“ fuddenly with the fair Maria, whoſe 
« Beauty I admire, and whole Virtue I a- 
4 dore, but that my Reputation is at Stake, 
e and demands a Reply. I am very ſenſible 
e any true Account of me, could not hurt 

K 5 « your 
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of Humour, the Reader may eaſily ima- 
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Accuſations of one now in your Houſe, 
it is no Wonder my Character ſhould 
ſuffer, when given by a Woman whoſe 
want of Honour ſullies the Virtue of e- 
very one ſhe talks of. I mean Mrs. Par- 
rot, and I wiſh the Confidence you now 
put in her, you may not one Day repent 
Of .— I only beg, in order to confute 
any malicious Account ſhe may have 
given of me, to meet her; and, before 
your Face, anſwer any Objections ſhe can 
make to my Reputation or Fortune 
Don't miſtake, by what I have ſaid of 
Mrs. Parrot, that I know any particular 
bad Action of her, for I never was in 
her Company but once in, my Life, and 
ſhe then left it very abruptly and ungen- 
teel. And I was told, by one who was 
better acquainted with her, that ſhe was 
of a malicious Diſpoſition 3 and, for 
Trifles, would ſeek the greateſt Re- 
venge : Which I have now Reaſon to be- 
lieve was true, for I am certain it is ſhe 
who has robb'd me of your Friendſhip, 
and the Happineſs I propos'd with the 
fair Maria. My ſmall Knowledge of 
Mrs. Parrot, makes it unlikely ſhe ſhould 
know much more of me : But this may 


te be better explain'd when we meet, which 
„] beg you will not delay; and, as the 


« Fayour 


+ OS 
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« Favour I beg is ſmall, I hope you will not 
« rcfule it to your ſincere Friend, 


J. BuckLER. 


On the Reply to this Letter depended 
much of my future Happineſs ; but I did 
not reſt long in Expectation, for in leſs than 
an Hour I receiv'd, upon a little Bit of 
Paper, not ſcal'd, the following Words: 


SIN. 


cc 


E 13 already told you my Reſoluti- 


on; and, if you would preſerve any 
Part of my Friendſhip, (which you ſeem 
ſo fond of ) I delire you never to trouble 
ce me upon this Subject any more. 


0 


A 


. 


* 


«« Yours, &c.” 


This unmannerly Anſwer of Mr. Har- 
per's lo vext and provok'd me, that I im- 
mediately reſolv'd to quit the Place, and 
never trouble myſelf any more about him 
or his Family; but to ſeek out ſome Means 
to be reveng'd on Mrs. Parret, who had 
been the Cauſe of ſo much Confuſion. 

Upon looking over my Caſh, I found I 
had freſh Cauſe of Complaint ; for while I 
was purſuing this fantaſtical Family, I had 
waſted above an Hundred and Fifty 

| Pounds. 
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Pounds. Some I had ſquander'd away to 
make a Figure, and give Maria a good 
Opinion of my Fortune; but the greater 
Part I had loſt among the Dreaming-Club, 
at the Coffee-Houſe : Fellows who had no 
Senſe of Pleaſure, but what Money could 
give. Mr. Harper was one of the beſt of 
'em; but, I was convinc'd, he had his 
Share of Avarice too. 
I can't quit this Scene, without ſaying 
ſomething of Maria. Her Diſpoſition was 
generons, and quite averſe to ſelling herſelf 


to Fortune, I believe too ſhe lov'd me, 


and would willingly have ſhar'd her own 
Portion with me, without 2 into 
mine; for Happineſs, not Riches, ſeem'd 
to be her Aim. But then ſhe had been 
train'd up in ſo implicite an Obedience to 
her Parents Will, and was ſo partial to 
their Judgment, that even her Paſſions 
gave way to Duty. Her Mind being thus 
form'd, I thought all Hopes of obtaining a 
private Audience of her impoſſible; for ſhe 
would have look'd upon it as the higheſt 
Crime, to hold a Correſpondence her Fa- 
ther did not approve of, If this had not 
been my Opinion of her Diſpoſition, I 
ſhould have attempted Means to have en- 
gag'd her Inclinations, without conſulting 
Mr. Harper's Intereſt ; and ſhould have 
- book*d upon it as a juſt Revenge {tho* I 
had married her unknown to. him) for his 

ill 
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ill Treatment of a Man, who fo generouſly 


offer d to confute any Objections the malici- 
ous Mrs. Parrot could make to him. 


HAP. VL 


My Return to London. The ftrange Let- 
ter I receiu'd, and the ill Fortune I met 
with, 


HEN I got to Town, I went di- 
Y rectly Home, where my Landlord 
receiv'd me with his uſual Humour; cry- 
ing out, Ha! ha! what Maſter Buckler ? 
* Tam glad you are come! I have ſaid a 
« Thouſand fine Things, ſince you have 
{© been out of the Way. Wit in Abun- 
e dance. I have fet em all down; I ll 
e read *em to you To-morrow. In the 
“4 mean Time, read that (continu'd he) it 
* it came from the Indies. You are a great 
« Merchant, Maſter Buckler, Letters 
% from all Parts of the World, ha !'?—Here 
he gave me a Letter; in which, upon 
opening I found, to my great Amazement, 

the following Words ; 


JAMAICA 
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JAMAICA, =o 
Moſt Worthy Sir, 


O you Iowe my Life, my Reputa- 
tion, and my Fortune ; and there- 


fore, as in Duty bound, I ſend this to let 


you know, the Happineſs your Goodneſs 
has guided me to. Your Letters gave 
me Welcome from all the People they 
were directed to. I never met with ſuch 
kind Entertainment, even from my own 
Parents, as from your Friends in theſe 
Parts. By the Advice of Mr. Dale, at 
whoſe Houſe I have liv'd above a Year, 
I receiv'd the Addreſſes of a Gentleman 
of great Poſſeſſions. The. Match is a- 
greed on, and to be concluded in a Fort- 
night. Great Preparations are making 


for the Ceremony. This unexpected 
Viſit of good Fortune, I know will give 


you Satisfaction equal to any Accident in 
Life. But will you, good Sir, have Pa- 
tience to hear a fond Mother's Appre- 
henſions, and a Woman's Love? In 
ſpite of theſe providential Strokes in my 
Favour, I feel a ſecret Pain for the dear 
Man that firſt undid me, and a Mother's 
Fears for the poor Boy I left behind me ; 
who has no Fatner toacknowledge it, nor 
any Friend but you, to ſupport it. 1 

& would 
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cc would be Ingratitude in me to doubt 
« your Care of it, {ſince you gave your 
« Word to ſee it properly brought up, and 
« your Actions have always exceeded your 
« Promiſes. But pray add one Obligation 
« more to thoſe I already have to you, 
“ and ſend me a Letter, by the firſt Ship 
that goes out, how the dear Infant does; 
“for his Father, the Maſter of my Heart, 
% whom in all Likelihood I fhall never ſee 
e again, lives in his Features, and all my 
« Happineſs is in his Proſperity, I hope 
“ you will receive the few Jars I have ſent, 
« asa Token of my Gratitude. They are 
„ the only Rarities the Place affords, and 
„J wiſh they had been better worth your 
Acceptance And ſo recommending, 
* once more, my dear Child to your Pro- 
« tection, I remain, with all Duty and 
% Sincerity of Heart, your much oblig'd, 
and fav'd, (as you directed me to ſtile 
“ myſelf) 


INDIANA. 


This unaccountable Letter, directed to 
me, brought a Thouſand Fancies into my 
Head; which, upon the leaſt Reflection, 
ſeem*d wild and impoſſible. Sometimes I 
imagin'd this Letter came from Polly ; but 
then how could that be, as ſhe never knew 
I had chang'd my Name to Buckler ? Be- 

ſides, 
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ſides, all the Purpoſe of the Letter ran upon 
fome generous Action done to ſome Wo. 
man, which I had never had in my Power, 
or, if I had, never met with any ſuch Ob- 
Jet. Nor had I any. Friend or Acquain. 
tance in the Indies, as the Letter plainly 
mention'd. 


After, weighing every Circumſtance, I 1 


concluded it was done by ſome People, who 
had a Mind either to flatter my Vanity, or 
make me live in Expectation of ſome great 


Preſent from abroad, which the Letter pro- 


mis'd (for none of the Jars mention'd were 
arriv'd) and ſo divert themſelves with my 


Diſappointment. 


I calld up my Landlord, and enquir'd 
particularly how the Letter came. He told 


me, A Sailor brought it, and begg'd ſomething 
to driut; adding, It was a long Way ts 
bring @ Note, and a hot way too, from 
& Jamaica hither, without wetting.” gg 
Faith, to anſwer in his own Way, I gave him 
4 Shilling, and bid him ſheer off ; and fo we 
parted : That's all, ſaid Mr. Founder, [ 
| know of the Matter. Tho, added he, I be- 
lieve the Peop'e of the Coffee-Houſe directed 
him here. | | 

I dreſs'd myſelf, and went (tho* I had 
ſworn never to go within the Door again) 
to the Coffee-Houſe, hoping to hear ſome- 
thing more of this Letter, I no ſooner en- 


ter'd, than the Maſter of the Houſe cal'd 
3 * | Out; 
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out; Your Servant, Mr. Buckler, did you 
receive a Letter that a Sailor brought ? I told 
him where you liv d. —-l then took him 
aſide, and told him I believ*d the Letter was 
wrote by ſome People that us'd his Houſe, 
in order to lead me into an Error ; and de- 
ſir'd, if he knew, to acquaint me with the 
Secret. He proteſted, in the moſt ſolemn 
Manner, that he knew no more than that a 


Sailor brought it, aſk'd for Mr. Buckter, 


ſaid it came from on board a Ship; and 
that the Perſon who ſent it, not knowing 
particularly where to direct, order'd him to 
enquire at all the Coffee Houſes about St. 
James's, till he had found the Gentleman. 
This Anſwer was no more ſatisfactory, 


than what I had receiv'd at -Home; but, as 


I knew no Method to find out the Truth, I 
determin'd to be eaſy and think no more 
of it, *till Time ſhould unravel the Myſte- 
ry: For I conſider'd, if it belong'd to me, 
they would call for an Anſwer from me 
if directed or deliver'd by Miſtake, it 


would ſoon. be enquir'd after by the right 


Owner. 


While I was queſtioning the Maſter of 


the Coffee-Houſe, the Company I us'd to 
converſe with were propoſing a Reconcilia- 
tion between me, and the Perſon I had ſtruck 
upon Miſery's Account; and, when I came 
from the Back-Room, the whole Set open'd 


their Deſire. My Nature was too open and 


free, 
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free, to keep Malice in my Heart; and, 
at their Requeſt, we ſhook Hands, and all 
Animoſities ceas'd. 

The Money I had expended and loſt at 
Hampſtead, was not out of my Mind; lo, 
upon this friendly Meeting, I ſat down and 
play'd as uſual, in Hopes to recover what 
I ſo idly had fool'd away: But, to my 
great Concern, found by Eleven o'Clock, 1 
had added to the Loſs upwards of Three 
Hundred Pound. | 

I went Home, almoſt diſtracted with my 
ill Fortune; curs'd the Letter, that again 
drew me to the Houſe I had forſworn, and 
look'd upon my Loſs as a puniſhment on 
me for breaking my Oath. In the midſt of 
my Anger, when I had retir'd to my Cham- 
ber to contemplate on my Misfortune, and 
wiſh'd for no Company but my Rage, Mrs. 


Sophy, with an ugly Simpering came in, 


and began to aſk me a Thouſand Queſtions 
about Hampſtead ; how I lik'd the Compa- 
ny —Wwhat Ladies I met with—— and 
a Thouſand other ſuch impertinent Interro- 
gations, that drove me out of Patience, and 
made me haſtily ſay ; Go, Madam, to your 
own Chamber, unleſs you bave a Mind to lie 
with me, for I am going to Bed. 

Sophy immediately ſtarted up, ſaying, 
Lard, Sir, if theſe are your Tricks, you ſhan't 
catch me in your Chamber again in Haſte ; 
and, as ſhe went out of the Room, FRO 

ear 
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hear her ſay, Theſe young Coxcombs are ſo 


vain, that, if a woman is civil to em, they 
think all is done to their Hands. A fooliſh Pup- 
py ITI let him fee his Miſtake I won- 
der what he takes me for |! | 
Spite of my Misfortunes, I could no 

help laughing at the Folly of this fooliſh 
Wench ; who had vainly interpreted my 
Patience, in ſuffering her to chatter by the 
Hour, into Love. I went to Bed, but 
never once clos'd my Eyes. The loſs of 
my Money kept me like one in Amaze- 
ment. I was ſurpriz'd how it could be, 
and could not help thinking ſome unfair 
Methods had been taken to bubble me. 
Fooliſh Suppoſition ! ior, ſince I have con- 
ſider'd with more judgment, I don't remem- 
ber I was ſo much aſtoniſh'd, when I had 
won ſuch unexpected Sums ; nor did the 
Joy my good Fortune brought counter- 
poiſe, in any Degree, the Agonies this Diſ- 
appointment gave me, 
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CHAP.. VII 


My ill Luck continues. A Hint 1 recetv'd, 
T met with Sambert, The Quarrel I en- 
gag d in, &c. | 


N the Morning I had a Thouſand 
1 Schemes in my Head; ſome to regain 
the Money I had loſt, and others to pre- 
ſerve and make the beſt Uſe of that till in 


my Poſſeſſion. I ſat down to write a peni- 


tential Letrer to my Father ; but, before I 
had half finiſh'd it, I threw it aſide, and 
foreſaw his Cruelty before I had aſk'd his 
Forgiveneſs.. In ſhort, after canvaſſing e- 
very Deſign, I found none ſo likely to ſuc- 
ceed, as that of purſuing my Fortune at 
Play. So bewitching is this curs'd Vice, 
that, when once a Man is engag'd in it, 
notwithſtanding the Loſſes he has met with, 
he can't think or turn his Brain to any Pro- 


ject, to repair thoſe Loſſes, but the ſame 


which firſt brought 'em on. 

I went the next Night, and play'd for 
ſome Time; but, finding the ſame ill Run 
of Luck againſt me, I put on a noble Reſo- 
lution and deſiſted, with only Fifty Pounds 
a Loſer. As I was going away, one of our 
Set took me aſide, and told me, if I would 
meet him the next Evening, at a Tavern he 


mention'd, [ ſhould find it worth my while: 


Adding, 
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Adding, © Mr. Buck/er, there will be only 
« ſix of us, and we ſhall play pretty deep; 
« for there is a Younker come from A- 
broad, who is fond of the Diverſion, and 
has Money enough to divert himſelf, and 
make good our Loſſes, if he be rightly 
* manag*d,% I thank'd my Friend (as I 
thought him) for this Intelligence, and pro- 
mis'd to. be punctual to the Time. The 
fair Proſpe& now before me, of retrieving 
what I had loſt, gave me freſh Spirits. I 
reſolv'd to think no more of my Misfor- 
tunes, "till the Time came of redreſſing 
em. 

Accordingly I went to the Play, and ſaw 
the two laſt Acts; and from thence, being 
tull of Pleaſantry, would not go Home to 
be plagu'd with my Landlord's Puns, or 
his Niece's Enquiries, but ſpend the Even- 
ing chearfully at the Tavern, with two or 
three merry Gentlemen, I had at different 
Times met acciden:ally with, and were now 
aſſembled to paſs the Evening. 

I ſtay'd with them ' till One o Clock; 
and, being a little warm with what I had 
drank, as ſoon as I had parted with my 
Company, I reſolv'd to take a Frolick a- 
mong the Ladies, who attended at a Cof- 
fee. Houſe i in Covent-Garden, that was never 
open *till all the reſt were ſnut up. 

In my Way thither I met with Sambert, 


very ſober, and following his Servant, who 
care- 
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carefully was lighting him Home, I had 
not ſeen him for a conſiderable Time; and 
therefore immediately accoſted, and aſk'd 
him how he did. Inſtead of meeting my 
Salutation with his uſual Wildneſs, he very 
gravely ſaid, —— . Faſper, I am glad to 
© ſee thee : 1 ſhould take it kindly of you, 
© if you would call upon me To-morrow, 
© at my Lodgings i in Pall-Mall, for I want 
© to talk with you.'— My dear Sambert, re- 
ly'd I, © don't put it off *rill To-morrow, 
< let you and I go together now; I am in a 
© frolickſome Mood, and want a Wench, 
© and I know you can recommend me,'— 
No Jaſper, anſwer'd he gravely, * I have 
no Intereſt with thoſe Creatures now; nor 
can | ſtay to talk, for I have exceeded | 
my Hour, and muſt make Haſte Home. 
If you'll let me ſee you To- morrow, it 
* will oblige me.'——So ſaying, he bow'd, 
and bad his Man go on; leaving me in the 
utmoſt Surprize, at the ſtrange Alteration 
found in him. I can't ſay but I was glad 
to ſee it ; for, while he gave way to that 
wild, unthinking manner, initead of being 
uſeful to his Friends, he was their greateſt 
Enemy : For he never, hitherto, had 
look*d upon any Body with Affection, but 
what would accompany him in his Follies. 
It you could drink, whore, abuſe the 
Watch, or invent any new Extravagancy, 


e put you into his Boſom; but where he 


found 


r — gab pas 


S SS ww ww 


Jaſper Banks. — 215 


found the leaſt Inclination to Goodneſs 
there he grew ſtrange, and never fought the 
Perſon again. 

Notwithſtanding I was ſenſible of my 
Friend's Folly, and glad of his Converſi- 
on, I could not curb the Inclination I had 
to take a Frolick. I was warm with Wine, 
and reſolv'd to finiſh the Night gaily : Be- 
ſides, I had been fo teiz'd and perplex'd 
for ſome Time paſs'd, that I thought a lit- 
tle Recreation would heal my Misfortunes, 
and drive *em out of my Mind. 

Thus reſolv'd, I went to a gay Coffee- 
Houſe in Covent-Garden, which I had often 
us'd, but had lately been leſs frequent in 
my Viſits. 

| found much the ſame Sort of Company 
as uittal Fine Gentlemen, and fine La- 
dies All drunk, and all talking toge- 
ther, without either Senſe or Meaning. 
There were levetal there, that I had ſeen ; 
but not one that I was intimate with, either 
Man or Woman. I call'd for half a Pint of 
Arrack, and ſat down, rather to obferve the 
Humour of the Company, than to mix 
with it. 

I had not fat long before a mad Compa- 
ny of young Fellows, led by a Lady in a 
fine Riding-Habit, came ſinging down 
Stairs. They immediately attracted the 
0 of the whole Room, and mine among 


the 
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216 The Hiſtory of 

the reſt. The Lady I ſoon perceiv'd was 
one of my old Acquaintance, that J had 
paſs'd ſeveral Nights with ſince I came to 
Town. Seeing ſhe was engag'd, I would 
have taken no Notice of her; but ſhe ran 
up to me, and catching me round the 
Neck, cry'd, My dear, pretty Fellow, let me 
Riſs you. She had ſcarce ſatisfied her Incli- 
nation, before a tall Gentleman in lac'd 
Cloaths, very drunk, took me by the Shoul- 
der; and, turning me round, ſaid, Pray, 
Sir, do you know that Lady is my Wife ? 1 
reply'd, No really, Sir, I did not know it 
but, if you are her Husband, { am ſure you 
muſs be a very happy Man. In a great Paſ- 
ſion, he reply*d, What's that to you, whe- 
ther I am happy or no ? or whether I 
am marry'd or not—9r who are you? 1 
believe you are ſome ſhabby Scoundrel. 
Theſe Words warm'd me a little ; but, as 
I aw him ſo much in Liquor, would have 
gone off; ſaying, Another Time you ſhall 
know me better. But he got between me 
and the Door ; and, lifting up his Cane, 
faid, You are a lying Raſcal : Which Com- 
pliment I immediately return'd, by knock. 
ing him down. 

This brought the whole Party upon me, 
with their Canes all up, ready to deſtroy 
me; and one in particular cry'd out, Let's 


toſs him in a n At which I drew 
my 
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my Sword ; and, ſtanding upon my Guard, 
declar'd I would run the firſt Man thro? 


that advanc*d : Then applying myſelf, in 


particular, to him that talk'd of a Blanket, 


told him, I would go out that Minute with | 


the beſt Man among 'em. 

By this they had rais'd the fallen Hero , 
who took me up, and ſaid, he inſiſted upon 
Satisfaction. I was immediately going out, 
but his Friends ſaid he ſhould not follow me 
then, but take another Opportunity, when 
he was better able to defend himſelf —— 
Upon which I told my Antagoniſt, before 
the whole Company, that I expected to ſee 
him in the Ring in Hyde-Park, by Eight 
the next Morning, and ſo left the Room, 

[ went to the Bagnio, with deſign to re- 
freſh myſelf againſt the next Morning's En- 
gagement. I threw myſelf upon the Bed, 
but could not cloſe my Eyes; for beſides 
the natural Emotions that every Man muſt 


fee] before ſuch a Meeting, I was ſhock'd. 


to think of the Conſequence, if I thould 
chance to be ſucceſsful in the Combat: 
For, upon Recollection, I remember'd I 
had been ſo indiſcreet as to give the Chal- 
lenge before, at leaſt, ſix or ſeven Witneſ⸗ 
ſes, all his own Friends, and of Courſe my 
Enemies; who would be ſure to be very ſe- 
vere upon me, if ever the Caſe ſhould ap- 


pear in a Court of Juſtice, 
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218 The Hiſtory of 

About Seven o'Clock I ſet forward to- 
wards the Park, and got there exactly to 
my Time. I waited, almoſt ſtarv*d with 
Cold. till the Clock ſtruck Eleven; and, 
finding no Body come, I e' en walk” d away, 
not a little pleas'd, (as my Condition was) 
that my Antagoniſt had forgot his Ap- 


pointment, or thought better of the Af. 


fair. 


* 
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CHAP. VIII. 


The new Compan 2 got iuto. My Succeſ; 
among em. The unexpected Letter I re- 


ceiv 4 and the Conſequence. 


Went directly Home, and went to Bed, 
perfectly rejoic'd my laſt Night's Quar- 
jr had no worſe Conſequences. My Reſo- 
lution was to lie in Bed all Day; but I had 
not lain down above an Hour, before I was 
wak*d by ſome Perſon tapping at my Door. 


„I ſuppos'd it was Sophy, come with her uſu- | 


al Impertinence; and ſo lay ſtill, as if I had 
deen aſleep, and did not hear her. 

I was ſeveral Times diſturb'd in this 
Manner, but would not anſwer, or open the 
Door upon any Account. At Five o'Clock 
Mr. Founder himſelf came up, and made 
ſuch a Thundering that I was oblig'd to re- 
ply. I ſlipt on my Things, and open'd the 

Door; 
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Door; when the firſt Thing he ſaid was 
So, Mr. Buckler, a fine Time of Day to be in 
Bed ! If you lie ſo long by yourſelf, what 


would you do if you was to lie upon my So- 


phy? I turn'd round; and, looking hard 
at him, ſaid, He had got beyond my Com- 
prehenſion Aye, reply'd he, may be ſo 


But I know your Iuclinations hat, is 


not your Bed ſoft enough, but you muſt preſs 


my Sophy ? O for Shame, for Shame, added 


he, you go 100 plump to the Matter. I be- 
lieve the Girl is as willing as you; but a little 
Ceremony in theſe Caſes ts neceſſary, quite ne- 
ceſſary, according to the ancient Laws of 
Love-making. 

He was running on with a great deal 
more of this Stuff; but, as I partly gueſs'd 
whence all his Nonſenſe tended, I ſtopt him 
thort, and deſir'd he would tell me, in 
plain Terms, what he meant about Sophy, 
and what ſtrange Chimera he had got in his 
Head. | 
| Nay, ſaid he, Mr. Buckler, F you are 
angry, Twill tell you My Niece, Sophy, 
has told me ycu wanted her, the laſt Night you 
lay at Home, to go to Bed with you—.Come, 
come, ſay no more of it; the Girl is an honeſt 
Girl, and ſbould not be fo groſsly attack'a.— 
Honour, Honour; confider Honour, Mr. 
Buckler. 
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He ſo amaz'd me with this Account, 
that I could not help flying into the great- 
eſt Paſſion ; and ſwearing, by all I could 
think of, that I look'd upon Sophy as the 
greateſt Inconvenience in the F amily : That 
I had been often tempted, by her Imperti- 
nence, to leave my Lodging ; and, as to 
aſking her to go to Bed with me, I ſwore 1 
would ſooner lie upon a Bulk at the Door, 
than accept of the beft Bed in Eng land, 
with ſuch a Companion. 

Mr. Founder look'd a little ſhock'd, at 
my ſpeak ing ſo loud; and, in a Whiſper, 
ſaid Well, well, let's have no more on't; 
l keep ber out of the Way, as much as poſſe 
bl: Bus ſay no more, for the Houſe will be 
on Fire, if ſhe hears it — With theſe Words 
he left me, to wonder at the Impudence of 
his Niece ; who took the Words I us'd to 

et rid of her, as a Requeſt for her Con- 
verſation all Night. I was vext at the Fol- 
ly of the Woman, and quite angry that he 
ſhould think I had no more Delicacy in 
Love-making (as Mr. Founder ſtiFd it) than 
to go at once to the laſt Queſtion : And 
my Vanity was mortified, when ſhe imagi- 

ned it could ever enter my Head, to have 
any Inclination for ſuch a ſcolding Dow- 
as | 

"By that Time I was dreſs'd, my Friend 


call'd on me to go to we Tavern, to * 
the 
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the new Party of Gameſters, by whom we 
were to make our Fortunes. It was butin 
the Srand, fo we ſoon arriv'd at the ap- 
pointed Place. I was introduc'd, with'great 
Ceremony, to- a Set of as genteel Men, in 
Appearance, as ever I had feen. 

We began our Sport, and play'd very 


high for upwards of three Hours; and then 


two or three of the Company being oblig- 


ed to go, we all agreed to break up, and 


meet again the next Night. I did not make 
ſo good a Hand of it as I expected, being 
only Twenty Pounds a Winner: Beſides, I 
was not quite ſo charm'd with this Compa- 
ny as my Friend was, for they play'd fo 
very high that once or twice I was out near 
Two Hundred. Pounds; and my Stock was 
not enough, fince my laſt Defeat, to ven- 
ture ſo much at. a Caſt. However, I went 


Home, very well ſatisfied with what I had 


done; but reſolv'd to uſe more Caution the 
next Time I play'd. 


When I came Home Mrs. Sophy, with a 


mighty cold Look, gave a Letter, and told 
me it was juſt. come. Upon looking at the 


Seal, I found it fo clumſy, that I ſuſpected 


tome Body had rais'd it, .and clos'd it again 


in that aukward Manner. Upon looking 


nearer to it, Sophy cry'd out, in a Pet, You 
lock, Sir, as if you thought ſome of us had 
open'd your Letter Indeed we an't ſo inqui- 


fitrve. into other Folks Buſineſs. This Speech 
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confirm'd me in my Suſpicion, and I was 
pretty well convinced her impertinent Cu- 
rioſity had examined the Contents; but, as 
IT was not certain of this, I would not make 
any farther Diſpute, but quietly retir d to 
my Chamber. 

With what Aftoniſhment didT ſee La 
Mour's Name to this Note? 1 trembled fo, 
with Surprize and Joy, that I could ſcarce 
read it. It contain'd as follows: 


"8 1 
] F you can ſpare Time, from your many 
modiſh Amuſements, to ſatisfy an old Ac- 
quaintance in ſome Particulars, I ſhould be 
glad of an Hour's Converſation with you To- 
mor rom, at Nine o Clock in the Morning, at 
Mr. Hart's, 


Yours, 


Tho? I was glad of any Intelligence from 
that Quarter ; et, upon peruſing the Let- 
ter, I found there was a Sort of angry: 
Sneer in it, that look*d as if it did not in- 
tend ſo kind a Meeting, as I wiſh'd and 
expected However, I roſe early in the 
Morning, dreſs'd, and went according to 
the Appointment. 

La Mour was punctual to her Time, and 


J was about twenty Minutes after it. When 
I 
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came into the Room, I went to ſalute her, 


but ſhe turn'd from me; and, looking at 


her Watch, ſaid, I began to think you were 
engag d, and was going away. I apologi- 
zed for being ſo tardy, and laid: the Fault 
upon the Difference of Watches; adding, 
Madam, had I come fir ſt, I would patiently 
have waited u Midnight, for the dear Plea- 
ſure of meeting you at luſt. If you have ſo 
much Regard for me, reply'd ſhe, how come 
you to have ſo little for my Friends? I think, 
in Reſpect to me, they might have eſcap d your 
wicked Practices. I ſtood: amaz'd at what 
ſhe ſpoke ; and, before I could recover my- 
ſelf, ſhe cry'd, There, Sir, (at the ſame 
Time throwing a Letter to me) read be- 
ther I wrong you or not. I took it up, and 
found as follows: 


MADAM, 


AH O' our Intimacy (for very good 
: Reaſons you know) has not been of 


late ſo ſtrict as it formerly was; yet, I 


* think, as I was content to huſh up my 
* Reſentment in Silence, you might have 
© let me remain quiet, and not have ſent 
your Fellow after me to Hampſtead, to 
* abuſe. my Character, and vilify me in 
the groſſeſt Manner, to the beſt Friend I 
have in the World. 

Y | 4. N IL 
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I defire you would tie up the foul 
< Mouths of your Darlings for the future, 
£ left I take a Method of Revenge, that 
may make you, and the Villain your 
Companion, tremble, 


Your. inj Ur d, 
L. PA RROr. 


This Letter put me greatly to a Stand; 
for tho' I had good Reaſon for uſing Mrs. 
Parrot as I had done, yet it would have 
made againſt me here. What Words could 
Ifind to tell Mrs. La Mour, one who had 
ſworn eternal Love to me, that my Quar- 
rel with her Friend, was owing to her in- 
terrupting my Marriage with another Lady? 
No; here my good Genius ſtood by 
me: For as the Letter neither mention'd 
my Name, nor any Circumſtance about 
Mr. Harper's Daughter, I reſolv'd to out- 
face the Charge, and lay the Fault upon 
Mrs. Parrot's having maſtaken ſome other 
Perſon for me. 

While I was muſing over the Letter, La 
Mour was walking to and fro about the 
Room in a Heat, that ſeem'd to threaten a 
ſudden Storm; but ] burſt out a laughing 
(at which ſhe turn'd upon me with a Frown) 
and cry'd out Sure Mrs. Parrot has 49ſt 


ker Senſes, if ſhe means me by this Letter, -_ 


| 
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[have never ſeen her ſince ſhe left us at Can- 
terbury ; nor have I been theſe fix Months at 
Hampſtead, or do I know any Perſon near the 
Place.—A likely Thing, ſaid La Mour, 
ſhe ſhould not know one ſhe was ſo long in 
Company with ! Indeed, Madam, reply*d I, 
then her Memory muſt be better than mine; 
for 1 don't believe 1 ſhould know her, if 12 Ca 
do meet her. 

Some few Arguments of this Sort, cor- 
roborated by a few Oaths, pacified the an- 
ory La Mour, and made her believe Mrs. 
Parrot's Memory had fail'd her. 

Her Anger ſeem d aſſwag'd, but ſtill 
there was a Pettiſhneſs about her, that did 
not become the Meeting of two Lovers, 
ſo long abſent as we had been. She long- 
ed to give her ill Humour vent; for Mrs. 
Parrot was no ſooner dropt, than ſhe be- 
gan to queſtion me about Mr. Hart, why I. 
had withdrawn my Cuſtom from him; ad- 
ding, / know no Reaſon, the Man is a very 
honeſt Man, unleſs it is becauſe I recommended - 
him. Here too I would not tell the real Rea-- 
ſon; but only ſaid, I had no Occafion for : 
Taylor » for ſome Months paſt : If T had,” Mr. 
Hart wwould certainly have heard from me. 

Here the fat down in Silence, as if conſi- 
dering upon what Topick'to ground a Quar- 
rel on At length ſhe burſt into 
Tears, and faid, beating her Hands upon- 
her Knees -.----- Never to ſend after me ! - 


I. 5 | Ne. 


EY ET er ů ·—³ñ Bs: E — 


— 


r ̃ ¹ͤ—fU . ¶ vl DO 
* : \ 5 


2 Ro r IKE ec 


n 
* 


1 PE — 
% — 939 FT 
- 4 r 


226 The Hiſtory of 

Never enquire ! ------ Not a Line ! ------W/ell, 
¶ bave been a fine Fool Love me !----- 
Yes, greatly!“ She was going on, 
when I interrupted her, and ſaid, My 
« dear La Mour, if theſe Hints are meant 
eto accuſe me of Unkindneſs, you wrong 
eme greatly. Have you not often told 
«© me, my being ſeen near your Houſe, 
« or known for your Acquaintance,, would 
e be of the moſt deſperate Conſequence to 
you? Then how could I ſend, or come 
* near you, without diſobeying your Com- 
„ mands, and running the Hazard of de- 
« ſtroying your Quiet, and ruining your 
e Reputation? In this Point, continu'd I, 
„ if you ſuppoſe me ſenſible of your 
“ Charms, or pain'd for the Loſs of you, 
% you have been very unkindly defictent, 
„ You might have wrote to me, with 
% Safety and Secrecy ; and a Line, a 
«© Word from you, in this long Abſence, 
% would greatly have reliev'd the Anxiety I 

« have felt on your Account.“ 

From theſe mutual Reproaches, we fel! 
into a mutual Fondneſs : Anger gave way, 
and Love reaſſum'd his Seat. We kiſs'd, 
embrac'd, and even wept the cruel Separa- 
tion we were compell'd to. ä 

While we were in this Situation Mr. 
Hart came in, to inform her it was paſt 
Eleven o' Clock; at which ſhe got up ig 
forme Confuſion, embrac'd me, and ſaid, 

| My 


— 
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7 My dear Jaſper, I muſt go, tho? I leave 
; « my Heart behind. —_ © 
As ſhe was going out of the Door, ſhe 
turn'd back; and, in a Whiſper, ſaid—— 
Jaſper, „don't make yourſelf unealy at 
5 & What I have ſaid; for I don't value Mrs. 
9 „Parrot of a Farthing, nor Mr. Hart 
© neither. You have convinc'd me of 
q „your Love and Honour“ So got into 
5 her Chariot, and drove away, and I turn'd 
down the Street directly, to avoid any Dif- 


5 courſe with Mr. Hart, whom I heartily de- 
. ſpiſed. 

Ir ; . 165 

[, | 

ir EE 

y 7 viſit Sambert. The Condition I found him 

h in. Leonora's Beauty. The Preſent I. 
a recti vd. . 


[ TR made the beſt of my Way to Sam- 
A4- bert, whom I had promis'd to vilit the 

I! Morning before, but the curs'd Quarrel 1 

enter'd into put it quite out of my Head. 


A | 
L When I came, I found the Krocker ty'd 
. up, a Doctor's Chariot at the Door, and 

all the Servants in Confuſion. Upon En- 
. quiry, 1 found my Friend had been ſeiz'd- 
t with a Fever the Day before, and lay in a 
n dangerous Condition. f 
X | 
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I left my Name, and was going away, 
not thinking it proper to diſturb him; but 
one of the Servants ſtepp'd after me, and 
told me, his Maſter had left ſtrict Orders; 
if I came, to ſhew me up to him, but no 
Perſon elſe. I took this as a particular 
Friendſhip forme, and gladly accepted the 
wist. for tl 

When I came into his. Chamber, he 
made a Motion with his Hand for me to: fit 
down; which I did, 'till the Doctor took 
his Leave. When he was gone, I went 
to his Bed- ſide, where he threw his Hand 
upon mine, and faid «© Dear a/ 
«per, is it not hard, to be ſo near the 
% Poſſeſſion of a Woman, adorn'd with 
« every Perfection of Mind and Body (for 
«© I was to be marry'd To-morrow) and 
„ then to meet with this ſevere Stroke of 
Nature's, to part me from her, I fear, 
for ever? 

I attempted to comfort him, but in vain; 
for he wrung his Hands, and cry'd out, 
„O! how many Hours of Health and 
_ « Strength have I ſquander'd away, upon 
« the ' moſt abandon'd Creatures, in Vice 
and Luxury; and, now I have ſeen my 
+ Folly, and want to taſte the Joys that 
« Virtue and Goodneſs yield, I am con- 
„ fined to Pain and Sickneſs | My Fate is 
„ hard ! very hard! but I muſt ſubmit to 
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Here he lay ſtill ſome Time, and I was 
in Hopes would take ſome Reſt ; for I am 
ſure it was very neceſſary, in his Condition: 
But preſently he call'd out, in a ſoft Tone 
* Jaſper, My Mother was here laſt 
2 Night, and promis'd to be with me 
« again by Two o' Clock; I wiſh you 
% would write a Note to her in my. Name, 
« and deſire her to bring, if poſſible, 
% my dear Leonora with her; the Sight of 
«© her will revive me beyond the Doctor's 
„ Power-: 

I readily comply'd with his Requelt ; 
and wrote, in the genteeleſt Manner my 
Judgment could direct, and to his entire 
Satisfaction. When this was done, he en- 
treated me alſo to write to Leonora; which, 
he ſaid, he would ſend at the ſame Time: 
66 For1 am ſure, added he, that dear Crea- 
© ture would be ſooner mov'd to bleſs me 
& with her Preſence, when ſhe ſees the 
* Requeſt is from myſelf, than by my Mo- 
* ther's Intereſt with her: For, my dear 
« Friend, her Paſſion is equal to my on.“ 

This too I attempted, but did not ſuc- 
ceed ſo well as in the former; for, when 


A 


J had finiſh'd and read it to him, he laid— 


* O Faſper, you cannot write as a Lover. 


$6 Complailance and Affection may dictate 
„ to a Mother; but, when we would 


„ communicate our Wiſhes to all we Love, 


« thoſe ceremonial Forms are cold and dull. 
2 - 
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«© The Heart muſt be concern'd; and, 
cc still that feels, the Head can Force no 
«© Phraſe to expreſs its Tenderneſs.“ | 

In ſhort, his Expreſſions. were ſo extra. 
vagant, that I thought his Diftemper en- 
creas'd, and he had loſt his Senſes. I en- 
treated him to compole his Thoughts, and 
try to ſleep ;. bat he to-earneſtly conjur'd 
me, if 1 lov'd. him, to attempt a | ſecond 
Letter, that I could not refule. I had 
no better Succeſs with this: Still it was not 
kind enough In ſhort, I wrote no let; 
than four, and queſtion whether I ſhould 
have pleas'd at laſt or not, had not my 
Lover, with the Waſte of Spirits he had 
ſuffer' d, ſunk into a ſound Sleep, before! 
had finiſh'd ; upon which I took the Ad- 
vantage of his Nap, ſign'd the Letters with 
my own Name, at the Requeſt of Mr. 
Sambert, and ſent a A I _ with 
*em. 

His Sleep: continuꝰd ill. paſt TWO 
o' Clock; and, I believe, would have done 
ſo longer, had he not been wak'd by the 
Entrance of his Mother and Leonora. Nei- 
ther of them paid any Regard to me, but 
immediately ran to his Bed-ſide, where 
Tears began to flow on all Sides; which! 
thought it Was not decent for me to obſerve, 
Jo retir'd into the next Chamber. 
It was not long before the Doctor return- 


ed, who directly forbid any farther - Diſ- 


'courle 
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courſe with Sambert, leſt it ſhould encreaſe 


his Diforder. By his Order, the old Lady 
and Leonora withdrew into the Chamber I 


was in. 


The old Lady began to thank me for the 
Trouble I had taken for her Son, in writing 
his Letter to her, which was ſeconded by a. 
Compliment from Leonora ; who not only 
thank'd me for my Pams, but was pleas*d 
to ſpeak much m Commendation of the 
Stile and Sentiment: Adding, ſhe was glad 
Mr. Sambert had fo agreeable and ſenſible a 


Friend in his Neceſſity, 


I had not Time to reply before the old 
Lady told me, the Doctor was of Opinion 
the Violence of his Diſtemper was abated ; 


and, if he was kept from Company, might | 
fall into a gentle Sleep, which would effect 


his Cure: Saying, at the ſame Time, 
„ Sir, as J ſee my Son has a great Value for 
“you, and you no {mall Reſpect for him, 
you muſt give me Leave to ſeparate you 
ce for this Day; for you'll do, thro* Friend- 
„ ſhip, what ſhould be avoided for Health 
«© —] won't truft you with him; you ſhall 
„ go Home and dine with me, and 1 am 
„ ſure Leonora will be glad to receive the 
% Friend of her intended Huſband. 
I could make no Anſwer but a Pow ; for 
my Lady took me in one Hand, and Leo 
nora by the other, and immediately led us 
down to her Coach, 


All 
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All the Time of Dinner I was tran(- 
ported into Heaven, another Region, with 
the good Nature of my Lady, and the 
Beauty of Leonora. Beauty! did I 
ſay? What Beauty Not her Features, 
nor her Shape, 'tho* both of , excellent 
 Workmanſhip ; but her gentle Tender- 
neſs, and modeſt Boldneſs, in acknow- 
ledging her Feeling for what ſhe lov'd. 
Her tender. Wiſhes for his Health, and 
her Hopes of Happineſs upon his Recove- 
r 


I can't deſcribe from whence my Plea- 

ſure roſe, unleſs it was from that compleat 
Face of Virtue, that I had hithgrto been a 
Stranger to ; and, now breaking on a ſud- 
den upon me, gave me new Senſations, 
and releas'd an honeſt Paſſion I had, till 
this Hour, kept bound in Fetters, by 
uſurping Luſt and groſs irregular Appe- 
tites. 
I ſtaid 'till Seven o Clock; and then but 
parted with em, at Leonora's Requeſt, that 
I would viſit Mr. Sambert, and bring her 
Word how he was. I gladly obey'd 
her Orders, and brought her the happy 
News he was much better ; and then re- 
turned, as Samber: had deſir' d me, to ſit 
up with him that Night. 


Sambert reſted well, and was much better 


ia the Morning. The Fever ſeem'd quite 


gone, and I did not doubt but a few Days 
would 
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would perfectly recover him. I ſtaid ' till I 
heard the Doctor's Opinion, which ſeemed 
to tally pretty much with my own, and 
then went Home to refreſh myſelf. 

Mrs. Sophy let me in; and, with a Face 
as if I had murdered her Family, told me, 
There was a dozen Jars come for me: 
“% And, I'll aſſure you, added foe, I have 
“not open'd 'em; harping upon the Let- 


ter, which I ſuſpected ſhe had examin'd.— 


“% Where are they? /aid I. Sir, they are 


* all plac'd, reply'd. ſbe, in the Window, 


“ by your Chamber-Door. There you will 
* ind em l am ſure I would not 


venture myſelf up Stairs, to ſhew em 
“ you.” So ſaying, ſhe whipp'd into the 


Parlour, and ſhut the Door; by which 


Caution, I began to think the Girl's Vanity 
had perſwaded her into a real Belief, that I 
wanted to raviſh her. £1 

I immediately- examin'd my Jars, and 
found *em full of the fineſt Sweet-meats 
and Pickles I had ever taſted, but how they 


came directed to me, puzzled me ſtrangely. 


Being ſure there was ſome Miſtake in it, I 
reſolv'd to let em ſtand, and not diſpoſe of 
any Part of em; not doubting but a few 
Days would explain the Myſtery, and the 
right Owner appear to claim both the Letter 
and Preſent, | 
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C H . 


Sambert recovers. He marries. His gen. 
teel Behaviour to me. How my Happi- 
neſs was mterrupted. 


AMB ER lay ill about three Weeks, 
before he was able to take the Air; 
during which Time I was conſtant in my 
Attendance upon him, his Mother, and 
Leonora. I ſeldom din'd or ſupp'd from 
one of their Tables: My Engagements 
with theſe ſober, agreeable People, put all 
my Women and. gaming Companions out 
of my Head; and, without the Frouble of 
a violent Reſolution never - to converſe with 
'em any more, I never once thought of em, 
and my Mind was quite eaſy and ſerene. 
had but one Wiſh; which was, That 1 
might find ſome charming Woman, virtu— 
ous and beautiful as Leonora, with Inclina- 
tions for me, like thoſe ſhe had for my 
Friend Sombert ;, for my Plan of Happi- 
neſs was not now founded on Euxury and 
Vice, but on Temperance and honeſt 
Love. : 
Sambert: recover'd and was marry'd, and 
great Preparations made for the Reception 
of their Friends ; among which I was look- 
ed. on, by all. Parties, as one of the moſt 
worthy, 
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worthy, and had many Tokens of their 
Friendſhip to prove the Sincerity of it. 

Hearing nothing all this Time from any 
Body about the Jars I received, I determin- 
ed to make ſome of em a Preſent to Mr. 
Sambert; conſidering it was much better, 
let the Miſtake lie where it would, to uſe 
'em, than let 'em ſtand by and be ſpoil'd. 
Accordingly I open'd *em, and pick'd out 
ſome of the beſt for my Friend. And, in- 
deed, it was Time to diſpoſe of them, 
for, upon examining, I found Somebody 
(Mrs. Sophy I ſuppos'd) had been picking 
from 'em, for many of the Sweet-meats 
had ſhrunk ſtrangely. Her liquorith 
Tooth, and curious Diſpoſition, could not 
let *em reſt without taſting. Yet ſhe run 
great Hazard of Detection; for tho' I had 
broke the Wax, when they firſt came, to 
look at 'em, yet I had 'em carefully ce- 
mented again : But Madam had found 
a Means to open, and faſten 'em afcer- 
wards; nor ſhould I have ever ſuſpected the 
Robbery, if I had not look'd into 'em. 
However, I took no Notice, but reſolv'd to 
lay ſome Scheme that might trap her in the 
Fraud, I ſent fix of the moſt curious Pots 
to my Friend ; which were received with 
many Compliments, and greatly admir'd. 

I was conſtantly with Sambert and his 
Lady, for upwards of two Months after 
their Marriage. They would not fit down 

to 
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to Dinner *till I came, and I was as free 
in their Houſe as one of the Family : In- 
deed I ſtill kept my Lodgings at Mr, Foun- 
der's, but made no other Uſe of em, but 
juſt to ſleep in. 

In the Midft of this Franquillity and 
Happineſs, one Evening, fauntering in the 


Piazza, who ſhould accoſt me, but that 


Friend who firſt introduc'd me to the Set 
of gaming Gentlemen at the Tavern 
« So, Friend Jaſper, ſaid he, you are re- 
5 folv'd to be out of the Way, when you 
© ſhould make your Fortune. I heartily 
% wiſh'd for you two Days ago: We had a 
& great Meeting,. and a lucky one: for 
* me, for I carry'd off upwards of Eight 
„Hundred. We meet again To night, 
& and I don't doubt of having the ſame 
: <6. duces.” 


He ſtrongly preſs'd me to make one of 


the Party, and I own his good Fortune was 
enough to tempt a more reſolute Man than 
myſelf, to try his Luck. Made giddy by 
his Encouragement, immediately a Thou— 
ſand golden Dreams poſſeſs d my Fancy. | 
faw Thouſands pouring in upon me; *till, 
having perſwaded myſelf into a Belief that 
I ſhould make my Fortune, I promis'd to 
meet him punctually at Eight o*Clock, and 
go with him to the Company. 

l went to Sambert, and excus'd myſelf 
from ſupping with him, under the Pretence 


of 
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of particular Buſineſs I had to tranſact for 
a Gentleman in Trouble. I was no ſooner 
got free from him, than I went Home and 
put Two Hundred Guineas into my Pock- 
et, not doubting but I fhould more than 
double the Sum before I return'd. | 
My Friend was punctual to his Ap- 
pointment, and we went to the Tavern to- 
gether. The Company were very genteel, 
and more numerous, by much, than they 
were the laſt Time I was there. They had 
began Play before we came, but we ſoon 
join'd *em, and it was not long before the 
Box came to me. TI threw in ſeven 
Mains; and, I believe, won above Four 
Hundred Pounds by the Hand, which put 
me into ſuch Spirits that I accepted every 
Bett that was offer*d ; *till at laſt, in about 
four Hours Play, I found my Error, and 
the ſad Conſequence of venturing ſo indiſ- 
creetly for all my Money was gone, to a 
ſingle Half Guinea. | 
Enraged at this curſed Turn of Fortune, 
I could not bear to fit an idle Spectator, but 
ran Home and fetch'd the reſt of my Caſh; 
which amounted, I believe, for Idi d not ſtand 
to tell it, to near Three hundred Guineas. 
With this Recruit I determin'd to repair my 
Loſs, or give myſelf up to Deſtruction at 
once. I fat down to Play, but was in ſuch 
Confuſion that I ſcarce knew what Stakes 1 


made ; what little Judgment I had was 
qui | 


23% The Hiſtory of 


was quite ſunk in Paſſion. In this 
Condition I ſoon empty'd my Purſe, 
Three Hours reduc'd me to the melan- 
choly Poſſeſſion of a ſingle Guinea only, 
This Run of ill Luck fo diſtracted me, 
that T was quite blind to all the Conſequen- 
ces my Loſs of Money would bring me in- 
to, but I was not without Hopes of retriev- 
ing all yet; and, in order to enable me to 
proceed in this pernicious Purpofe, I pledg'd 
my Watch (that beautiful Wateh La Mour 
gave me) to a Foreigner in the Company for 
Fifty Guineas, who ſeem'd glad to advance 
that Sum upon it, and promis'd it ſhould 
be return'd, upon the Payment of the Mo- 
ney. | | 
With this Sum I play'd on *till T'wo 
o*Clock in the Morning, and was upwards 
of an hundred Guineas Winner ſince I had 
an my Watch. The Company now 
egan to draw off; and, in a few Minutes, 
there were but five of us left. I had now 
Thoughts of going Home, but reſolv'd to 
take my Watch with me; for it was not 
only worth a great deal more than I had 
borrow'd upon it, but I had a particular Et: 
teem for it, for the ſake of the Lady who 
gave it me. 
The Foreigner, who was call'd by the 
Company, Marquis, upon my demand- 


ing my Watch, look'd very nicely at it; and 
then told me, He would make the Mcney 
up 
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np a Hundred Guineas, if I would let him 
| keep it: Adding, He never ſaw a finer 
| Piece of Work, and he ſhould be glad to 


have it far his own Uſe. I told him, I 
ſhould be proud to oblige him, but that it 
was the Preſent of a Lady, whoſe Favour 
had doubled the Value of the Work. At 
length he took his Money, and return'd 
me the Watch; but, I thought, with much 
Reluctance. 

While the Marquis and I were ſettling 
this Affair, the other three that were left had 
got to throwing for Fifty Guineas a Main; 
which I obſerving, had not Power to reſiſt, 
ſtill urg'd by the vain Hopes of recovering 
what I had loſt, I join'd 'em ; and, by my 
Example, the Marquis ſat down too. We 
ſtuck to the Scheme the firſt three that en- 
oag'd had propos'd, that of Fifty Guineas 
a Main. In leſs than ten Minutes I was 
broke again, and forc'd to pledge my Watch' 
once more to the Marquis. I played with 
that ſingle Stake, and was lucky enough to 
win; and, before we broke up, had two 
Hundred and Fifty Guineas in my Poc- 
ket. 

I would willingly have purſu'd my For- 
tune, but the reſt declining any farther 
Play, I was oblig'd to give over. My firſt 
Thought was to tedeem my Watch; but, to 
my great Surprize, the Marquis was gone. 

His 
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His ſudden diſappearing, without taking a- 
ny Leave, made me drop ſome Hints that 
did not think my Watch was ſafe ; but the 
Company, who knew him, ſpoke ſo much 
of his Honour, and gave me ſuch Aſſuran- 
ces that what he had promiſed he would a- 
bide by, that I went Home very eaſy in re- 
card to that Particular; but greatly diſſatis · 
fied with the ill Fortune I had met with, for 
I found myſelf a very conſiderable Loſer. 
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7 viſit Sa mbert, the odd Quarrel at Mr, 
- Founder's, His Wife's good Nature. 
The melancholy News I heard from the 


Country. 
N my ill Luck, I was ſo 
fully poſſeſs'd that Fortune would 
make me Amends, that I reſolv'd to go the 
next Night, redeem my Watch of the 
Marquis, and venture the Remainder of 
my Caſh. At the ſame Time I reſolv'd 
never to engage my Watch again; but, if 
] wanted Money, to raiſe it upon my Dia- 
mond-Ring, which, tho' of equal Value, I 
did not eſteem ſo much. 
It was Six o'Clock in the Morning before 
I got Home, ſo ] would not go into Bed, but 
juſt lay down for two Hours; and then 
dreſs'd 
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dreſs'd myſelf and went to Mr. Sambert's, 
with an Intent to tell him my ill Fortune, 
and ask his Advice —— I was now willing 


to conſult him in every Circumſtance of my 


Life; for I thought, as I was ſo much eſ- 
teem'd by him, his Lady, and all their Re- 
lations, that among 'em, being all Peo- 
ple of Intereſt, thro' their Means, I 
might get into ſome Place, that might be a 
handſome Income to me for Life. Theſe 
imaginary Proſpects were great Conſolations 
to me, in the moſt deſperate of my Misfor- . 
tunes, 

When I came to Sambert, I found at leaſt 
a dozen Gentlemen and Ladies at Breakfaft 
with him, which I thought were not very 
agreeable to him, by the ſour Countenance 
he ſeem'd to wear; ſo I juſt paid my Com- 
pliments and retir'd, without ſeeking for an 
Opportunity to ſpeak with him in private: 
For I knew, in that Hurry of Company, his 
Aniwers would be ny ſhort, and not to 
the Purpoſe, 

I went Home, juſt as my Landlord was 
going to Dinner. Mrs, Founder let me 1n, 
and civilly ask'd me to fit down; which her 
Husband ſeconded by drawing a Chair, and 
puſhing me down into it But Sophy im- 
mediately got up, took her Plate, —. was 
running out of the Room. „ Bleſs me, 
* cryed Mrs. Founder, where are you go- 


ee ing, Sophy 9 — Oh, ſaid "my in a great 
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Pet, only to be ſecure. They muſt have 
% more Courage than I, that dare venture 
e themſelves in ſuch Company —— With 
theſe Words ſhe clapt the Door after her, 
and retir'd. 


Mrs. Founder and her Husband look'd ſo 


confus'd at this Behaviour, that I could not 
help repeating what he had formerly told 
me, of Sophy's Complaint : Proteſting, at 
the ſame Time, that I never had a Thought 
againſt her' Virtue, or ſpoke a Word to 
her that might induce her to believe I had 
any ſuch Deſign. «© Well, well, ſaid Mr. 
Founder, never trouble your Head about 
* it; perhaps ſhe-had a Mind to raviſh you, 
« and you was not in the Humour, Fye, 
„ fye, my Dear, /aid his Wife, how can 
„you talk ſo? I believe Sophy is a very 
* modeſt Woman —— I think, my dear, 
« ſaid he, ſhe is: But, added be, i in a Half 
« Whiſper to me, I know you us'd to be to- 
&< gether for Hours above, but who was up- 

« permoſt | can't tell. It's all Chance; 
“ Croſs or Pile, Heads or Tails, Love is 4 
« ſtrange Thing. 

Here Mre. Foandler redden'd to a violent 


Degree; and to prevent my obſerving, 


made an Excuſe to the Beaufet, to conceal 
her Bluſſes. 
„Well, Sir, /aid J, you will have your 
e, and I commend you for it; and in- 
« deed this Affair ought never to de talk d 
of, but to make us merry, - At 
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At theſe Words Sophy, who had been liſ- 
tening all the Time at the Door, ruſh'd into 
the Room ; and, darting her Eyes at her 
Uncle, faid, * No Wonder, Sir, I am trea- 
„ ted with Contempt, when you, that 


| * ſhould be my Guardian, turn your Care 
into a Jeſt. I am very glad to hear you 


e make ſo light of your Relation's Virtue 
” For me, I don't want your Pro- 
« tection You need not watch me, 
* Sir, I can take Care of myſelf ——Look 
© to the reſt of your Family , there are 
« ſome may take the Advantage of your 
« heedleſs Jeſts, and return 'em to your 
Shame It is not impoſſible 
« There are more Women in the Houſe 
« than one. Remember, I tell you ſo“ 
With theſe Words ſhe bounc'd out, and gave 
the Door ſuch a Swing, as ſhook the whole 


| Houſe. 


Mr. Founder burſt out into a loud Laugh, 
and cry'd * Ho! ho! S$9hy's un- 
* hing'd, and ſhe'll unhinge all the Doors 
in the Houle to bear her Company. 

Notwithſtanding the odd Humour of Mr. 
Founder, that was for turning every Thing 
into a Jeſt, I could not help thinking Mrs. 
phy a moſt infamous Creature, for throw- 
ing a Hint at the Virtue of Mrs. Founder ; 
whoſe Innocence, Senſe, and genteel Beha- 
viour, could not deſerve the leaſt Reflection 
upon her Reputation. But it was his Bu- 
M 2 ſineſs, 
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ſineſs to reſent it, not mine; and, as he was 
for making merry with her Impudence, ] 
Was not willing to alter his Temper by a 
grave Argument : But had ſhe ſaid as much 
to a Wife of mine, I ſhould have been 
ſtrangely tempted to have kick'd her out of 
Doors. 
Thho' my Temper could not have borne 
this Inſolence, not only Mr. Founder, but 
his Wite too, turn'd it off with. good Na- 
ture ; and look'd upon thoſe ſevere Hints 
only as the haſty Words of an angry Wo- 
man, that had no Meaning in her Paſſion. 
The temperate good Nature of Mrs. Foun- 
der was a farther Proof that, as I had always 
judg'd, ſhe was a real Virtuous Woman: 
For any Woman, who could accuſe herſelf 
of an Error in her Conduct, would have 
been fir'd at Sophy's Reflections; and, with 
Rage and Fury, endeavour'd to juſtify her 
Character. But Innocence can bear, with 
Calmnets, the haſty undigeſted Attacks of 
Baſeneſs ; and fee Falſhood worry itſelf, in 
its own Frenzy. 
I begg'd Pardon for the Uneaſineſs I had 
occaſioned in the Family, and went to the 
Coffee-Houle, leaving Mr. Founder and his 
Wife in very good Humour; and Sophy, | 
ſuppoſe in ſome dark Corner, brooding 
over herRage, and hatching Revenge. 
While I fat muſing on the many Viciffi- 
tudes of human Lite, a Gentleman in Boots, 
| | very 
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very dirty and fatigu'd, and ſeem'd as if he 
was juſt come off a long Journey, came in, 
and ſoon after another join'd him, and ſa- 
lating him with the utmoſt Marksof Friend- 
ſhip, | enter'd into the following Converſati- 
on——Says one, I hope all Friends at 
„ are well?“ Hearing the Place of 
my Birth nam'd, I gave particular Attention 
to their Diſcourſe— —“ Our Friends are 
all well, replyed the 9ther, but we have loſt 
“% an Acquaintance, ſince you and I were 


| © there three or four Years ago.-----Who's 


* that ?----- Why, continu'd be, old Rowe, 
* that kept the BulPs- Head, is dead------ | 
„That's ſtrange, ſays the other, for he was 
« a brave, jolly Fellow, when I was haſt in 
the Country, and was boaſting that he 
* hadnever known a Day's Sicknels in His 
« Life.------Yes, /ays the Traveller, but tis 
* ſaid he broke his Heart. Don't you re- 
member his Daughter Polly, that was 
„ reckon'd ſo very handſome ? This Girl, 

it ſeems, was debauch'd by a neighbouring 
& Squire, a very worthleſs, wild, young 
& Fellow, who convey'd her from her Pa- 
rents; and rſeither he, or ſhe, have ever 
„ been heard of ſince. This Affair ſo af 
fected the poor Fellow, that at length it 
„ kill'd him; and, as the Neighbours told 
me, he died raving mad. The Mother, 


* unable to carry on the Buſineſs, loſt all 
M 3 her 
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« her Cuſtomers, had her Goods ſeiz'd on, 
« and is now in the Work-houle, 
It is impoſſible to expreſs the Agonies 


this News threw me into. I was ſhock'd at 


my own Villainy, when I reflected it had 
ruin'd a young Virgin, kill'd her Father, 


and. beggar'd a whole Family. I was fo 


diſtracted with this horrid News, that I was 
ſtrongly tempted to lay violent Hands upon 
my own Life. I reſolv'd to go. Home, lock 
myſelf up, and indulge my Melancholy; 
but, before I put this frantic Deſign in Ex- 
ecution, I recollected that I might loſe my 
Watch, if I did not attend the Meeting, as 
I promis'd : For tho* this Marquis had a 
very good Character, I knew nothing of him; 
and, as he had a great Inclination to keep 
my Watch, I did not know but he might, 
upon my not appearing, look upon it as 
forfeited, and refuſe to reſtore it, if I ſhould 
defer my Demand any longer. With this 
Conſideration, I turn'd back and went di- 
rectly to the Tavern; tho' with ſuch Di- 
ſtraction in my Mind, as render'd me very 
unfit for the Buſineſs I was going to be en- 
gag'd in. 
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Igo to the Gaming Table. The Marquis does 


not appear. With ſeveral Natural In- 
cidents. 


Found the uſual Set, and ſeveral others, 
whom J had never ſeen before; all deep- 
ly engag'd, and the Stakes ran very high. 
| was immediately complimented with a 
Seat, which I did not accept of ; for, to 


my great Surprize, the Marquis was not 


there as 1 expected. His Abſence ſeem'd 
to fay my Watch was in Danger. Inſtead 
of joining the Company, I went down to- 
the Maſter of the Houſe, and enquir'd 
ſtrictly after the Marquis, but gain'd but 
ſmall Intelligence from him All he ſaid 
was“ That the Gentleman ſeldom 
« faiPd of an Evening, but had not ſeen 
« him that Night That it was poſſible 
« he might come yet——he did not al- 
„ ways come to a Minute,” 
I waited about an Hour; and, hearing 
no Tidings of him, I reſoly'd to go to his 
Houſe, and accordingly enquir'd of the 
Landlord where he liv'd But here too 
I fail'd ; for, with his former Eaſe, he told 
me, It was not his Buſineſs to enquire where 
Gentlemen lodg'd. He had nothing to do 


with 'em, farther than his own Houſe : 
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« After they leave this, /aid he, I don't 
ce think it Manners in me to afk where they 
“e are going.“ 

Theſe Anſwers did not at all agree with 
my ruffled Temper; and J made uſe of 
ſome Expreſſions that, had the Landlord 
related, ſome of the Company would have 
reſented : But he knew his Buſineſs better 
than to make Diſcord among his Cuſtomers, 
ſo I eſcap'd their Cenſure. | 

I now began to think Fortune had quite 
forfaken me. | Every Minute brought ſome 
afflicting News, or unexpected Loſs 
However, I was reſolv'd to wait *till the 
Company broke up; and, if the Marquis 
did not appear by that Time, I might fair- 
ly look upon him as a Sharper, and bid 
adieu to my Watch for ever. 

] ſat down in the Room where the Com- 
pany were engag'd, but with a full Reſolu- 
tion not to venture a Shilling: For what 
with the News I had juſt heard of the un- 
happy Situation of Pollh's Family, and the 
Danger I was in of being bubbled by this 
Marquis, my Mind was fo ruffled, that ! 
did not look upon myſelf to be in a Con- 
dition to play, where al] my Faculties ſhould 
have their niceft Apprehenſion. 5 

Theſe were my Conſiderations for up- 
wards of two Hours; during which Time ! 
had not the leaſt Inclination to make one at 
the Sport, but was contented to be a bare 


Spectator. 
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Spectator. The Friend that firſt introduc*d 
me won very largely, and often prets'd me " 
try my Luck, but I reſiſted all his Im 
tunities. At length he came to me; 55 5 
ima Whiſper, ſaid, © Dear Jaſper, prithee 
make a Bet or two to preſerve your Re- 
e putation ; for it is whiſper'd about the 
Table, that you are broke down, and I 
* would. convince 'em to the contrary of, 
« that by throwing a Main, if it were but 
e for an Opportunity to pull out your Caſh, 
« and ſatisfy *em of their Miſtake. 

I was hurt to hear any ſuch Report ſhould 
prevail to my. Diſadvantage ; and my Pride 
urg'd me on to engage in Play, when my 


Inclinations were quite averſe to it.——L 


immediately took my Seat; and, inſtead of 
being cautious, puſh'd at all, and even 
provok'd the Company to make larger 
Stakes than were agreeable to *em, or than 


they had ventur'd the foregoing Part of the 


Evening. In ſhort, my Spirits were rais'd 
0 high, by this Slur upon my Fortune, that 
| play'd madly, without Fear or Wit, and 
two or three Hours produc'd the fatal 
Conſequence of my Indiſcretion ; for, at 
the Expiration of that Time, I found 1 
was not worth a ſingle Guinea, for every 
Penny I had in the World I took with me 
to this curs'd Houte, 
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The Effect it had upon me was almoſt 
Frenzy. I fat ſtill, quite depriv'd of Senſe; 
and, for ſome Minutes, neither heard, 
ſaw, orſpoke, and I believe ſhould have 
gone off in that State of Stupidity, had I 
not been rouz'd by a fiery Gentleman at 
the Table, who had ſuffer'd equally with 
myſelf, and roſe in a Fury, and daſh'd the 
Box full in my Face; not with Deſign, I 
really believe, to injure me, but through 
the Blindneſs of his Paſſion. 
I was not in a Humour then to enquire 
into the Reaſon of any Thing, but was ra- 
ther glad of an Opportunity of giving my 
ſtifled Anger vent. I flew at him that In- 
ſtant; and after a Blow or two on each 
Side, we fell to the Ground together. The 
Company took us up, but we no ſooner 
felt our Legs than we ſeiz'd our Swords, 
drew *em, and, inſtead of ſuffering our- 
ſelves to be parted by the Company, we 
cut at every Thing that came near us, till 
many of the Interpoſers were wounded. 
They being drove off, we had Liberty to 
attack each other; which we were juſt go- 
ing to do with ſuch Fury, that Death, in 
a few Minutes, muſt have been the Conſe- 
quence on one Side, had not one of the 
Waiters that Inſtant ruſti'd in, and knock*d 
my Adverſary down; while others, fol- 
lowing his Example, ſecur'd me, and wreſt- 
ed my Sword from me. 


A very 
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A very ſhort Pauſe convinc'd me of my 
Indiſcretion ; nor could I look, without 
Horror, upon ſo many People who were 
bleeding round me. Shock'd at what I had 
done, I ran down Stairs, and never ſtopt 
'till I had reach'd my own Lodging. My 
Landlady was frighten'd to ſee me in ſuch 
Confuſion, without Hat, Wig, or Sword, 
and Part of my Cloaths torn. She imme- 
diately aſk*d what was the Matter; which I 
did not chuſe to tell, but turn'd it off, by 
ſaying, I had been ſet upon by ſome Street- 


Robbers, had refiſted 'em, and, with much. 


Difficulty, got of without more Miſchief, 
than the Loſs oi ſome of my Things, and a: 
few: Blows. 2 > 

Mrs. Sophy look'd in, and, ſeeing me, 


tho' in that Condition, only tutn'd up her 


Noſe, and bounc'd away again; which Mrs. 


Lounder obſerv'd, and offer'd me her Aſſiſt- 


ance to my Chamber. This indeed Was. 


very neceſſary, for I was ſo ſatigu'd with: 


Rage and Struggling, that I could not eaſily: 
get up Stairs by myſelf. — 


Mrs. Founder's Care of me, upon this 
Occaſion, was particularly Kind and tender; 


for, tho' it was near Two o' Clock, ſhe per- 
ſiſted in her good Nature, and would not 
leave me, ſpite of all my Solicitations, till 


ſe had made me ſome whey, and oblig'd: 


me to drink ſeveral Bowls full. I comply'd 


with. all ſhe order'd, but ſtill defir'd her to. 


retire: 


ue 


8 u 
. A 


p. e 
RU IF OT as 4 
nt, I 323 


— — —_ 6 1 — 2 — K 2 
ä by bw Y * — . 2 88 A _ . 2 
EIT ono. 8 — — BEERS : — — hp — * 2 # 7 ̃ oc oo dren = e 
1 f e r 4.5 N g 3 = 7 ö 4 : —— 
* * r ba + a4. of 1 * . - r p x > \ 2 2 I: 
=» = 5 / - > 99-24 "+. 7 Sin — rn > 4 IE ona Ras A . , 3 n DTS 
2 ROE las Sf ore ns» I words Dons ö — . ⅛ . EO 7˙·*„f + + IS 
— 2 ̃ ä rp W _— n — r STI 8 
12 r 8 . . 123 o SSSEXEZz * ** . 
— * Fe * — * 22 Py * - r a, w— > n a «&V 
Wes - N : i ; : > $f ay” — — » Fo ot $ 
: , / - : o . 
y \ D a 
4 4 * 4 2 5 . = % 
4 F 
: P 


_—— 


*. 
by 
i 
* 
91 
1 
15 
bl 
a 
& 
5 
4 
E 
1 


pans 
— 


= 
2 


4 
199mg. wy 
2 
——— 


4 — A 


wo mn Ye Ar ID TTY eee 
— — 2 — 
= 


= A 
n 


"x 
297 


— — 


— * "$7 - + ft 2 
— $2 E 
* 1 
3 


252 The Hiſtory of 

retire to Reſt ; but the told me, Mr, Foun- 
der was not come Home, and that ſhe ſhould 
not think of Bed *till he came in: Adding, 
She was ſure her Huſband would be much 
diſpleas'd, if ſhe left me in that diſtreſs'd 
Condition, without adminiſtring to my Re- 


lief——*<© And, /aid ſbe, as Mrs. Sopby is 
& ſo inhuman to laugh at your Misfortune, 
« think it my Duty to attend you. 

Though I was greatly charm'd with Mrs. 
Founder's good Nature and Tenderneſs, and 
could have liſten'd to her, at another Time, 
for Hours, without being tir'd ; yet the Fa- 
tigue I had gone through, and the Potions 
ſhe had. given me, in a few Minutes de- 
priv'd me of that Senſe, which could now 
only ſupply me with Pain, and I fell into a 
profound Sleep. 

I believe I ſhould not have wak'd *till the 
Day had paſs'd, had I not been alarm'd by 
Mr. Founder, who came rapping at my 
Door; and, upon my aſking, in great Diſ- 
order (for my Mind was full of Horror) 
I ho's there? he roar'd out, in his uſual 
Manner, Mr. Buckler, do you know what [ 
+ave done for you? What ? reply'd I, in Con- 
luſion (ſtill thinking of ſome Conſequence 
fron my laſt Night's Raſhneſs, which he 
had deferr'd, by an Anſwer at the Door, 
wi hout letting any Body know I was at 
Home) Why, I'll tell you, /aid he; its a 
very good Thing Jaſſure you. What! 


& what 
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„ what is it ?” anſwer'd I, getting halt 
out of Bed impatiently. „Why I told 
« my Wife, you are like a Watchman ; 
for you never knock at the Door, till all 
„the Family are in Bed.” TFhis. he ſaid 
with a great Laugh ; which I did not give 
him leave to finith, before I roar'd out 
A Curle upon your Nonſenſe; I believe 
„the Devil has got into the People, for 
What with the Impudence of Sophy, and the 
«© Impertinent, ſtupid Jefts of her Uncle, a 
« Mancan'treſt Night or Day” — And, with- 
out conſidering Mr. Founder knew nothing of 
my Misfortunes, I could not help bawling 
alter him——*<© Do you do this to inſult 
* me? Aml in a Condition for Puns and 
« Fooleries ?”' 

Theſe Words, utter'd with an uncom- 
mon Fury, ſo frighten'd Mr. Founder, that, 
without making any Reply, he crept down 
Stairs, and left me to meditate on my un- 
happy Condition. 


HA P. XII. 


A Strauger viſits me, His genteel Behaviour 
1 1. and Meſſage. 


TE is impoſſible to deſcribe the miſera- 


ble Situation of my Mind. My Me- 
my all gone, my Watch ſtolen, for I could 
call 
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call it no better, and myſelf engag'd in 
an Affair that gave me ſtrong Apprehen- 
ſions would produce much 'Trouble ; for 
J did. not doubt, but the Gentlemen I had 
wounded for their g00J-natur'd Interpoſi- 
tion, would either ſeek for Revenge on my 
Perſon or Fortune, either of which would 
involve me in unavoidable Ruin : Beſides, 
the Marquis's Behaviour made me begin to 
think the Company, notwithſtanding their 
fine Appearance, to be no better than a Set 
of Gamblers, who would ſtop at nothing 
to. defend one another, and ruin their Op- 
ponents, 

While I was rack'd with theſe Imagi- 
nations, Mrs. Founder came up; and, knock: 
ing ſoftly at the Door, told me a Gentle- 
man, very finely dreſs'd, was below, and 
deſir'd to ſpeak. to me. This Meſſage a- 
jarm'd me greatly; however, I was deter- 
min'd to go down and face the Perſon, let 
his Errand be what it would. 

In the Parlour I found a Gentleman, as 
my Landlady had inform*d me, of a. ve- 
ry graceful Perſon, and well dreis'd ; who, 
upon my Appearance, immediately got up, 
and made ſeveral genteel Salvtations. Mrs. 


Founder left us, and I fat down with him 


to hear his Errand, 

Before he open'd, he took a very par- 
ticular Survey of me, as if he ſeem'd 
doubtful whether he had not mittook the 


Ferſo 1 


A 


1 
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Perſon he wanted. As I could not recol- 
le& I had ever ſeen him before, this Stran- 
er's Behaviour a little ſurpriz'd me; but 
he ſoon reliev'd me, by beginning in the 
following Converſation. 

0 ahi Sir,“ ſaid he, “ are you in the 
« Army ! No, Sir, reply'd „ l 
*« not the good Fortune to belong to that 
« honourable Society. I beg your Pardon,” 
continu'd he, © I thought you had, and 
« that I had been in Company with you, 
about ſix Months ago.” I ſtill reply'd 
in the Negative; at which he again ran 
his Eye over me, from Top to Bottom, 
ſtill doubting whether I was the Perſon 
he wanted. After remaining ſilent ſore 
Minutes, he began again „ 
* am miſtaken, I hope you'll pardon me; 
but if you will anſwer me two or three 
«© Queſtions, you'll give me great Satiſ- 
% faction. Sir,” ſaid J, a little alarm'd, 
I don't know a Queſtion that you, or 
% any Man can aſk, that I ſhall] be either 
„afraid, or aſham'd to anſwer.” He re- 
ply'd, „I dare ſwear, Sir, you have ro 
« Cauſe, and therefore ſhall, without far- 
ther Ceremony, begin my Enquiries.— 
« Pay, , . be, “ had not you a 
“ Diſpute, ſome little Time ago, with 
three or four Gentlemen, in a Coffee- 
„ Houſe near Cyvent-Gerdea 2 Yes,” re- 
ply'd I haftily, © and was treated very ill 


(e by 


« by em. I beg,” ? continu'd he, that 
* you will be calm; and, as it may be 


“of uſe to yourſelf, as well as me, you 


** would give me, upon your Honour, the 
& Particulars of that Affair, as well as you 
can recollect 'em.“ I comply'd, and 
told every Circumſtance of the Quarrel, 


the Challenge, and the Diſappointment L 


met with in Hyde-Park. 
When. I had done, the Stranger ſaid 


& you. have not deliver'd one fingle Arti- 
* cle in the whole Action but what is ſtrict- 
true 

Here I interrupted him, ſaying, Pray 
« was you one of the Parties concern'c ? 
„No, upon my Honour,” reply*d he, 
but was in the fame Houſe at the Time, 
& and an Eye-Witneſs to the whole Af— 
fair, except what you tell about /7yde- 
« Park; but, as I know the other to be 
& Fact, I have not the leaſt Doubt con- 
% cerning that Particular. Since, Sir, 
ſaid I, © you ſeem to rely ſo firmly upon 
« my Honour, I hope you'll favour me 
* with your Name, and how you came 
“ concern'd in a Quarrel, not your own, 
* that happen'd ſo long ago, as to be ſo 

particular 


% Sir, I eſteem your Honour equal 
with your Courage: The laſt I had a 
Proof of that Night of the Quarrel, 
« and the other you have now convinc'd. 
% me of; for, to my own Knowledge, 
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particular in your Enquiries ? Sir,“ 
ſwer'd he, © as you have been open and in- 


257 


an- 


genuous with me, I'll not be behind 
Hand, but fairly tell you the whole 
Fact. 
«© The Gentleman you ha d is of 
noble Birth and great Fortune, and not 
deficient in Learning, Underſtanding 
and Bravery ; but fo great a Slave to 
Wine and Women, that he frequently 
forfeits the Reputation of all his Virtues 
to the Indulgence of thoſe two Vices, 
Whoring and Drinking. In one of thoſe 
debauch'd Hours you met with him; 
and, tho' he was almoſt ſenſeleſs at the 
Time, he had the next Day when he 
wak'd, which was Two o' Clock, Recol- , 
kedion enough to remember, in Part, 
what had happen d. He ſent for his 
Friends, w ho, being all as muchovercome 
with Liquor as himſelf, could not aſffiſt 
his Enquiries in the leaſt. He then 
curs'd his Companions, who could admit 
him to accept a Challenge, and not have 
Regard enough ro his Honour, knowing 
his Condition, to remind him of the Ap- 
pointment; {wore he would never reſt, till 
he had ſeen his Antagoniſt, and either 
receiv'd or given Satisfaction, accord- 
ing on which Side the Offence lay.“ 
Here I interrupted him; ſaying, “ I af- 
ſure you, Sir, I have been no. leſs in- 
* quiſitive 
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* quiſitive after him; but, as I knew 
%s neither his Name, or who he was, was 
4 forc'd to put up the Affront in a Man- 
* ner not uſual to me.” 

1 was obligd to ſay this, to keep up 
the Stranger” s Opinion of my Conſequence : 
For tho' I never did make any ſuch En- 
quiries as I ſaid, yet it was not the Fear 
of the Engagement, but of the Conſequen- 
ces that might have attended it; for I well 
knew my Circumſtances were not good e- 
nough to ſupport me in Newgate, or ma- 
nage a Trial at the O/d-Baily. 

« Sir,” continu'd the Stranger, © I am 
« not come to enlarge upon my Lord's 
& Bravery (for ſuch he is) nor to leſſen 
& yours, but to ſeek an honourable Re- 
% concilement on both Sides. —— How I 
came to be employ'd in this Errand, 
« is owing to the Woman who keeps the 
* Houſe where you quarrelPd, She in- 
* form'd my Lord, upon his Enquiries 
after you, that Mr. Beaumien (for that's 
* my Name) ſaw all the Tranſaction : 
„Upon which he fent for me, and de- 
* fir'd me, as I ſaid I ſhould know you 
again if I met you, to find you out, 
and ſee whether you would tell the Sto- 
ry in the ſame Manner as I had before 
related it to him, for he ſecem'd to 
doubt my Account ; ſaying, It was 1m- 
«© poſſible for him to be guilty of ſuch un- 

<« parallel'd 
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parallel'd Brutality : But if you could be 
« found, and your Account agreed with 
«© mine, he ſhould then believe the Whole, 
and make the beſt Satisfaction in his 
« Power. To which End,” continu'd he, 
„ I beg you will meet my Lord, and the 
reſt of the Gentlemen concern'd, To- 
„ night at Eight o'Clock, at the Cardigan- 
Head, Charing-Croſs, where you ſhall find 
« a Reception equal to your gallant Beha- 
“ viour.“ I promis'd to attend, as he 
deſir'd. Mr. Beaumien ſeem'd greatly pleas'd 
with my ready Compliance; and after ma- 
ny Proteſtations of his Friendſhip to me, 
we parted. 

Mr. Beaumien was no ſooner gone, than a 
thouſand various Thoughts roſe in my 
Mind concerning this Meſſage. The Sto- 
ry he had told me, indeed, ſeem'd plauſi- 
ble, and my Lord might be the Man of 
Honour he had repreſented; and, if ſo, this 
Adventure might turn to my Advantage, 
by engaging a Perſon of his Quality in my 
Intereſt, who doubtleſs had Power ſufficient 
to ſerve me greatly in my preſent Conditi- 
on. On the other Hand, I conſider'd 
him as a debauch'd Drunkard and a Cow- 
ard ; and, where thoſe Vices have Root, 
there are. ſeldom any good Fruits to be 
gather d Who knows,” ſaid I to my- 
ſelf, ** but my Lord and his Aſſociates, 
“ fir'd with the gallant Defence I had made 
* againſt 


* 
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„ againſt 'em, have entertain'd a Spirit of 
Revenge, and laid this Scheme to draw 
« me into their Power, and then treat 
me at their Pleatare 7” 

| Notwithſtanding theſe Apprehenſions, I 
reſolv'd to be punctual to my Appointment, 
J had an honeſt Cauſe, a good Sword by 
my Side, and an able Arm and Heart to 
employ it. In theſe I truſted, and I de- 
termin'd to employ 'em to the laſt Drop of 
my Blood, rather than ſuffer the leaſt Inſult 


or ill Treatment. 


1 ——— 


8 


CHAP. XIV. 


The odd Manner I was attack*d. The Reaſon 
of it. A moſt perplexing Afar. 


Dreſs'd myſelf about Six o'Clock, in or- 
der to go to the Appointment I had 
made with Mr. Beaumirn; but juſt as I was 
ſtepping into a Chair at the Door, three or 
four ill-looking Fellows laid hold of me, and 
told me they had a Warrant againſt me, and 
that I muſt go with em. It immediately 
ſtruck into my Head, that it was an Action 
from ſome of the Parties I had: attack'd the 
Night before ; but, upon Enquiry, to my 
great Surprize, they told me it was a Writ 
for Six Hundred Pounds —© Certainly, 
| reply d 
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reply d I, © you have miſtaken your Man, 
« for h don' t owe a Shilling to any Perſon 
* living: Upon which the Officer took 
out a Slip of Parchment; and, looking 


over it, ſaid, Pray, Sir, don' t you know 
« Mrs. La Mour ? The Name 


was like a Cannon to me. I thought] 


ſhould have dropt down at the Sound. I 
was ſo confus'd, that I had not Power to 
anſwer Yes, or No; and the Officers, ſeein g 
me pauſe ſo long, ſaid, * Come, Sir, we 
had better go to ſome Tavern, and there 
you may have Leiſure to recollect your- 
1 

I begg'd I might go in the Chair, for, as 
I was finely dreſs'd, I ſhould have made but 
an odd Figure with the dirty Bailiff's Fol- 
lowers for my Equipage. They conſented 
to what Ideſir'd; and, with a Guard of two 
Officers before my Chair and txo behind, 
I was conducted to a Tavern in the Strand. 

I can't help obſerving here, that while 
the Officers and 1 were parlying at the Door, 
Mrs. Saphy, whoſe Curioſity the Noife had 
brought out, after liſtening to all was ſaid, 
burſt out-into a loud Laugh, cry*d out, I 
„ am glad of this! this is pure! ” and 
then ſlapt the Door as hard as ſhe could drive 
it The ill Nature of this Creature 


was ſo outrageous, that I could not help re- 
marking her Behaviour upon this Occa- 
fon. 


The 
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The Converſation here was very ſhort. 
We had no ſooner ſat down, than a Bottle 
of Wine was call'd for; which being 
brought in, the Officer drank a Bumper off, 
and then addreſs'd himſelf to me, ſaying, 
« Well, Sir, you ſee we have treated you 


cc likes' Gentleman; but, it will grow late 


6 what do you propoſe ; ? will you 


& ſend for Bail? or will you go to my 
« Houſe?” I took ſome Time before I 
reply'd, for indeed my Spirits were ſo 
hurry'd, and my whole Frame was in ſuch 


Confuſion, that I could not immediately re- 


ſolve what to ſay or do. 

At length, after weighing every Circum- 
ſtance in the beſt Manner my Perplexity 
would let me, I wrote a Note to Mr. Foun- 
der, deſiring to ſee him upon earneſt Buſi- 
neſs as ſoon as poſſible. One of my Black- 
Guards undertook the Part of Porter, and 
went away with it. directly. 


It was not long before he return'd with a 


little Bit of Paper, in which I read the fol- 
lowing Words : 


Mr. BuckLeR, 


06 S T underſtand what happen'd to you 
” a little while ago at my Door, I 
(can partly gueſs what your earneſt Bufi- 
e neſs is with me now: But as I am a re- 
e tir'd Man, and don't love Trouble, I al- 

„Ways 
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«© ways turn my Bum upon the Law, and 
therefore can't let you ſee my Face To- 
« night, having other Matters in Hand. 


« Tours, re.” 


By this whimſical, yet abrupt Anſwer, I 
found Mrs. Sopby, who over-heard the Of- 
ficers, had been communicating her Senti- 
ments to her Uncle, and had prevented his 
coming to my Aſſiſtance, which otherwiſe I 
dare ſwear, from his good - natur'd Diſpoſiti- 
on, he would willingly have done. 

It now grew near Eleven o' Clock, {> I 
gave over all Thoughts of getting releas'd 
that Night, and reſolv'd to go with the Of- 
ficer to his Houſe, who had promis'd me 
great Accommodations, and ſtay there *till 
the Morning ; and then ſend a proper Ac- 
count of my Misfortune to Sambert, whoſe 
Friendſhip I had good Reaſon to rely 
on. | 

I was ſoon conducted to my Priſon ; 
where I had no ſooner enter'd, than the 
Table was ſpread, a Piece of cold Beef ſet 
out, two or three Bottles of different Wines, 
and a Bowl of Punch made their Appear- 
ance, to partake of which all the People in 
the Houſe were invited; and ſuch a Set of 
Ragamuffins they were, that I could not 
help thinking myſelf in ſome foreign Coun- 

| unde 125 | „ 
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try, decoy'd into a private Place, and beſet 
with Robbers and Murderers. 

Among theſe Wretches was one Wo- 
man, whom Nature had made beautiful, 
but who had ſo abus'd the Goddeſs's Inten- 
tions, with Liquor and foul Phraſes, that 
ſhe look'd like a Monſter ; no more like a 
Woman, than a Monkey is a Man. They 
all fell to upon the Meat and Drink ; and, 
to make it reliſh, follow'd every Glaſs with 
Half a Dozen unheard of Oaths and Cur- 
ſes. I ſat with this diſſolute, unhappy 
Gang, till One o'Clock. But why do [ 
ſay unhappy ? for, tho* they were all 
Priſoners, without a Shilling in their Pock- 
ets, and to be carried to Jail the next Day, 
there was more Mirth and Jollity about 'em 
(in their irregular Way) than 1s often ſeen 
in the Behaviour of the moſt Opulent and 
Succeſsful. Diſtreſs had done its worſt, 


and they ſeem'd prepar'd to meet all Diſ- 


aſters with a Smile, and make a Jeſt of 
Fortune. This was not my Cale ; I was 
but a Novice in the Order, and every Mo- 
ment preſented Confinement, Poverty, and 
Contempt to me, in ſuch ſhocking Lights, 
that I now felt more Miſery, thro* Appre- 
henſion, than Reality could inflict. 

Upon my mentioning Bed, a Bill was 
brought, which amounted to Thirty-two 
Shillings. I expected every one would con- 
tribute; but, in my Diſcourſe, I had un- 

| luckily 
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luckily obſerv'd, I never was in an Officer's 
Houle before ; which all the Company re- 
peated upon the Appearance of the Bill, 
and they inſiſted I ſhould pay (according to 
the Rules of the Houſe) the whole Ex- 
pence, by Way of Footing, as they call'd 
it. 

I ſhould not have valu'd paying the Mo- 
ney, had I been Maſter of it; but my Fi- 
nances were now ſo low, that I was not Able 
to diſcharge the Reckoning. This greatly 
ſhock'd me; for I was aſham'd to let thoſe 
Wretches ſee a Man dreſs'd as I was, with- 
out two or three Guineas in his Pocket: 
However, I took the Officer aſide, told him 
I was out of Caſh ; but, at the ſame Time, 
ſhew'd him my Ring, and promis'd to raiſe 
Money upon it in the Morning, and an- 
ſwer his Demand. He was well ſatisfy'd 
with the Promiſe, and ſhew'd me into what 
he call'd his beſt Room; but, to me, it 
appear'd more like a Hog-ſtye, than A 
Bed-chamber. 


vol. II. N CHAP. 
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CRAP xv. 


My uneaſy Mind. Sambert's Behaviour. I 
have an Interview with La Mour. The 
Cauſe of her arreſting me. 


PT HIS Retreat, bad as it was, afford- 
1 ed mean Opportunity of reflecting by 
myſelf, and giving vent to the Agony of 
Mind I was in. What moſt confoun- 
ded me, was, La Mour's ſevere Treatment 
of me, when we had ſo lately met upon 
ſuch friendly Terms, and parted with revi- 
ving Love on each Side, rather than Enmi- 
ty. | 

Here I again begun to cenſure Mrs. Par- 
rot, by whoſe wicked Perſuaſions, or vile 
Falſhoods, La Mour had been rous'd to drive 
me into this Calamity. But this was all 
Conjecture, and I determin'd to write a 
Letter to La Mour in the Morning, ear- 
neſtly intreating her to give me a Meeting 
and let me know what Provocation I could 
have given her for this ſevere Treatment. 
Beſides, it ſtruck into my Head, 


ſhe could have no legal Demand upon me; 
for tho' I was ſenſible I had had more than 
the Value of what the Writ demanded, yet 
as I always receiv'd it as Preſents, and of 
her own offering, without any _— or 
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Hint from me, ſhe could not ſue for what 
was ſo voluntarily given. 

Early in the Morning I call'd for Pen, 
Ink and Paper, and wrote two Letters, one 
to La Mour, and the other to Sambert ; 
acquainting him with my unhappy Situati- 
on, and requeſting his Preſence to adviſe 
me how to behave in this unfortunate Di- 
lemma. While a Meſſenger went with 
theſe, the Officer went out, and borrow'd 
Ten Guineas upon my Ring; for I found I 
was not to expect any Favour in this Houſe, 
without Money. | 

I had ſcarce receiv'd my Caſh, and paid 
the Demands of the Houſe, before my Meſ- 
ſenger return'd from Sambert and La Mour. 
Sambert ſent Word he would ſee me in the 
Afternoon ; but La Mour reply'd, fſhe 
knew no ſuch Perſon,, and return'd the Let- 
ter: Adding to the Porter, Friend, you 
have miſtaken the Perſon; I am ſorry I 
“ open'd the Letter. You had better re- 
turn, and get clearer Inſtructions.” 

I too plainly underſtood the Meaning of 
this affected Ignorance; which was, That 
ſhe was determin'd not to abate one Tittle 
of her Demand, nor lay herſelf open to 
any Interceſhon I could make to her; fo 
that my whole Dependance was now upon 
dambert. 1 did not doubt but his Friendſhip 
would either aſſiſt me in trying the _— 
N 2 0 
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of the Cauſe, or ſupply me with Money to 
diſcharge the Action, 

Sambert was better than his Word ; for, 
inſtead of keeping me in Expectation till 
the Afternoon, in leſs than two Hours he 
came to me. I withdrew with him into 
a private Room, and there open'd the whole 
Affair from firſt to laſt in what Man- 
ner I had receiv'd the valuable Things from 
La Mour; how long I had parted from her; 
and did not even conceal my indiſcreet Be- 
haviour at Play, but gave him a full Ac- 
count of all my Misfortunes. 

He heard me with great Attention; ah, 
after pauſing a Minute or two, he ſaid; 
* Why, Jaſper, if this Woman inſiſts up- 
* on it, ſhe can oblige you to pay every 
«© Farthing of the Money: For, as you 
„ have no Deed of Gift under her Hand, 
« the may change her Mind; and tho 
« when ſhe gave the Things, ſhe might 
© mean them as Preſents, yet ſhe can now 
« make it into a Debt, and recover the full 
„ Value. 

As this was his Opinion, I ſaid, Why 
< then, dear Sambert, how miſerable i is m 


Situation? I have no Proſpect *but'a 


« Goal; where; in all Likelihood, I ſhall 
" periſh for Want, for I have no Money, 
« and very few valuable Things to raiſe 
& any upon. No, ſaid he, I hope it 


© will not go ſo hard with you neither. he 
cc ay 
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ſay this La Mour was once fond of you; 


„her will, doubtleſs, move, her to Com- 
paſſion, and give you Time to raiſe the 
“ Sum.” I then told him how hopeleſs 
that Project was, ſince ſhe had not only 
deny'd to ſee me, but even refus'd to ac- 
knowledge me her Acquaintance. 

Here we both remain'd filent for ſome 
Time -At length Sambert roſe; and, 
taking 15 Hat and Cane off the Table, 
ſaid „ Faſper, don't be uneaſy; ſome- 
„thing may yet be done in your Behalf. 
« Þ'll conſider of the Affair, and you ſhall 
& hear from me.” With theſe Words he 
ſhook me by the Hand, and went away. 

I thought his haſty Parting was a little 
odd; beſides, methought his Face did not 
carry that friendly Smile towards me, that 
it was us'd to do. I ſaw a Hurry in his 
Looks, that ſeem'd to ſay, I am forry 
«© I came, and I ſhould be glad to get 
e away, leſt Jaſper ſhould aſk me ſome- 
* thing that I don't care to comply with.“ 
But this, upon Recollection, I look'd upon 
as only Imagination, ariſing from the me- 
lancholy Mode of my Mind. The Unhap- 
Py are too apt to add fancy'd  Miſeries to 
their real ones, and make Misfortunes 
greater than they are. I ſhook off, as well 
as I could, theſe dull Reflections and 
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chear'd myſelf with Sambert's laſt Words, 
which ſeem'd to promiſe Relief. 

While I was in this Situation, the Offi- 
cer came in; and, with a blunt Look, 
ſaid _ Well, Sir, wliat have you de- 
« termin'd ? will you give Bail, or pay the 
« Debt, for I can't anſwer keeping you 
c here after this Night; ſo I would have 
« you make an End of the Affair as ſoon as 
« poſſible.” I reply'd, my Friend would 
ſoon return, and then I did not doubt but 
proper Satisfaction would be made. 

In this uneaſy State of Mind I fat *till 
Eight o'Clock, without hearing any Thing 
from Sambert, as I expected. About this 
Time we were alarm'd with a violent 
Knocking at the Door. My Heart jump'd 
at the Sound, for I did not doubt but it 
was my Friend come to my Aſſiſtance. The 
Door being open'd, who ſhould bounce in 
but La Mour. 


I ſaw by her Countenance, that uncom- 


mon Fury was in her Heart. She fat down 
upon a Chair over-againſt me; and, when 
J roſe to addreſs her, ſhe burſt out into a 
Torrent of Tears, and cry*d =, 
„ you baſe Villain ! you have undone ! you 
* have ruin'd me!” Surpriz'd at this un- 
juſt, unexpected Charge, I ſtood mute for 
ſome Minutes; while ſhe wrung her Hands, 
beat her Breaſt, tore her Hair, and ſhew'd 
all the Marks of the greateſt Agony. 


At 


3 
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At laft I recover'd my Speech, and fajd, 
Good Heavens, Madam! what do you 
mean? Thefe Tranfports ſhoutd be 
mine ; theſe Reproaches yours, Have 
you not pull'd me from Liberty, from 
Pleaſure ? And for what ? What Baſe- 
neſs have I been guilty of, that could de-. 
ſerve ſuch ſevere Puniſhment i ? Nay, 
continu'd I, to diſtreſs me, you have diſ- 
grac'd your own Honour and Benevo- 
lence, by calling upon me in this abrupt 
Manner, without the leaſt previous De- 
mand, to pay for Things, and repay Mo- 
ney, that I look'd upon flow'd only from 


your good Nature; and never, as L 


thought, requir'd any Return, but a 
grateful Acknowledgment of your Fas, 
vours. 


Favours! reply'd ſhe, yes, you Tu, 


ſhewn your Gratitude, by making Part of 
thoſe Favours, the Witneſs of my Fol- 
ly; and, by that Evidence, compleated 
my Deſtruction. What do you mean? aid 
1, with Heat; ſome Villain has told you 
a Piece of Falſhood ; ſome Boſom- 
Friend, like Mrs. Parrot, has inſtill'd a 
poiſonous Lie into your Ear, and you 
have not Confidence enough in me, to 
doubt the Truth, even *till you had en- 


quir'd into it. Falfhood ! anfawer'd ſhe, is 


this a Falſhood ! (Here ſhe produc'd the 
Watch 1 had pledg'd to the Marquis) 
N 4 Have 
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Have you not put this into the Hands of 
& him who, was my only Friend? Have 
you not given him this to prove my Fol- 
« ly, and your own Ingratitude; and made 
e my Ruin the Conſequence of my un- 
guarded Love for you?“ 


Still I was in the Dark I acknow- 
ledg'd I had parted with the Watch; told 
her how Iparted with it; own'd the Folly 
of my Gaming; but ſtill declar'd myſelf 
innocent of any Crime, more than raſhly 
parting with a Trinket ſhe gave me in the 
warm Hours of Love, as a Token of her 
Affection. | = 

| Spite of all my Apologies, Excuſes, and 
Confeſſions, La Mour ſtill went on like one 


diſtracted ; and, in the Tranſports of her. 


Grief, diſcover'd a Secret that I had hither- 
to been ignorant of Which was, That 
ſhe was in Keeping; that all the Ceremony 
ſhe had us'd when we parted, about her Re- 
lations, her Reputation, and the Cautions 
ſhe had given me never to come near her 
Houſe, proceeded: only from. Fear, leſt her 
Keeper ſhould diſcover me ; and that this 
Marquis, to whom I had pledg'd my 
Watch, was the very Man, from whoſe 
Knowledge ſhe took ſuch Pains to conceal 
me, and who had preſented her ſome Time 
before with that very Trinket. 


I had 
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I had no ſooner diſcover'd this ſurprizing 
Truth, than fell on my Knees, own'd the 
involuntary Guilt, and offer'd any Satisfac- 
tion in my Power to attone for the Miſtake: 
but La Mour, inſtead of being pacified by 
my Submiſſions, grew more enrag'd, and 
at once declar'd the Villainy of the Mar- 
quis; for, burſting with Rage, ſhe cry 'd— 


« How can you dare to offer a Vindication 


« of yourſelf ? when this Friend, this on- 
e ly Friend, on whom. my whole Happi- 
* neſs depended, told me, That you not 
« only parted with the Watch, but with 
«© Contempt deliver'd it; ſaying, Twas 


given me by a fooliſh Woman, whoſe Igno- 
rance and Pride had ſacrific'd her Riches to a 


few falſe Careſſes. | 
This Charge I abſolutely deny'd, and 
ſwore I would never reſt *till I had found 
the infamous Marquis, and make him own 
the Falſhood of his Aſperſions, or puniſh 
him as his Baſeneſs deſerv'd. 
La Mour ſtill, inſiſted upon it, that what 
he had told her was Truth: Adding, She 
knew his Honour and generous Heart too 
well, to doubt his Veracity in a Point that 
ſo nearly concern'd her Peace and Welfare. 
I offer'd all the Arguments in my Power to 
bring her to Reaſon, but in vain : The 
more I i pleaded my Innocence, the more 
ſhe inſiſted upon my Baſeneſs ; at length, 
without liſtening to any Propoſal I could 
| 5 make 
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make concerning my Enlargement, ſhe 
fell upon her Knees, and wiſh'd the moſt 
bitter Curſes on herſelf, if ſhe did not pur- 
ſue me to the laſt Point of Deſtruction ; 
then rifing, like one diſtracted with Paſſion, 
ſhe flew out of the Houſe, ſtill crying, Re- 
venge ! Revenge . | 

She was no ſooner gone, than I ſurvey'd 
my Condition in the moſt diſmal Light. I 
found it was impoſſible to ſoften La Mour, 
and as impoſſible to raiſe Money to diſcharge 
the Debt, unleſs Samberi's Friendſhip 
ſhould extend ſo far, and had little Reaſon 
to hope that; for tho? at parting his Words 
promis'd ſome Relief, his Looks methought 
Had not that Warmth in 'em, that a Man 
might expect from a Companion and 
Friend. My Suſpicions were but too true, 
for Sambert never ſent, or came any more 
that Night ; and when I wrote to him the 
next Morning, Word was brought me, that 
he went out of Town the Day before, 
which plainly ſhew'd he never intended to 
trouble himſelf any more about the Buſi- 
neſs, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


1 go to theFleet 
made there, STC. 


LL Hopes of Liberty being expir'd, 


promiſe the Affair, he muſt deliver me up 


to the Fleet: Adding, That I might have a 
good Lodging there, and as handſome En- 


tertainment as in any Tavern in Town. 

I begg*d him to let me ſtay till the Even- 
ing, not being willing to have the Neigh- 
bours witneſs of my Diſgrace. He conſen- 
ted, and I retir'd to my Chamber to indulge 
my melancholy Reflections, and lament my 
miſerable State. | 

A thouſand vexatious Incidents roſe in 
my Mind : Nor was my Anger ſhort of my 


Misfortunes ; for, in the Midſt of all my 


Troubles, nothing ſtuck cloſer to me, than 
my being debarr'd of Liberty, and prevent- 


ed from ſeeking Satisfaction of that infa- 


mous Marquis ; who had not only couzen'd 
me of my Watch, but had, by his unheard- 


The Acquaintance 1 


I call'd for the Officer, and aſk'd him 
what muſt be done. He told me, in his 
blunt Manner, That tho' he was ſorry for 
my Misfortunes, he could not aſſiſt me; 
that as I could not findout a Method to com- 


of 
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of Falſhoods, reduc'd me to this terrible 
Situation. 

In the Midſt of theſe Reflections, Mr. 
Beaumien came into my Mind, whom the 
Arreſt had made me diſappoint at the Ta- 
vern, that Night I was ſecur'd. This gave 


me freſh Uneaſineſs This was an- 
other Stab to my Reputation; for I could 
not but think, that they would Impute my 
Abſence either to Cowardice, or to my hav- 
ing related the Quarrel to my Lord's Diſho- 
nour falſly, and was afraid to meet thoſe 
who could detect me in tlie Story. 

The only Method I could take to clear 
myſelf in this, was towrite to Mr. Beau- 


mien, to acquaint him with the Reaſon of 


my Abſence. I did fo, and ſent it to be 
left at the Tavern where we were to have 
met two Nights before. I alſo deſir' d him, 
in this Epiſtle, to convince himſelf of the 
Truth of what I had ſaid, by calling upon 
me in the Fleet, whither the Officer was juft 
then going to conduct me: Adding, That 
if my Lord had an Inclination to ſee me, 


his Lordſhip muſt condeſcend to meet me 


there ; for as my Debt was large, I had no 
Proſpect of a ſpeedy Enlargement. 


By that Time I had ſettled theſe Affairs, 


my Time was come to-leave the Officer's 


Houſe;. I obey'd his Summons, and was 


determin'd to meet my Fate with a Reſolu- 
tion 
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tion becoming the other Actions of my 
Life. 

I no ſooner arriv'd, than all the Inhabi- 
tants of this bounded Kingdom came to 
ſurvey me; for I was finely dreſs'd, having 
never ſent for any Cloaths ſince I was ſecur- 
ed, and therefore had thoſe on in which 1 
intended to meet my Lord and. Mr. Beau- 
mien. 

After paying the proper Fees, and be- 
ſtowing ſomething. upon the poorer Sort of 
Priſoners, I was ſhewn into my Room; 
where they all left me at Liberty to enjoy as 
much Pleaſure as the Bounds of the Priſon 
and my own Reflections would permit. 

was that Night invited to a Club at the 
Coffee-Houſe, where the better Sort of the 
Priſoners met once a Week; and indeed I 
never ſaw a more chearful Society in my 
Life. Many of 'em told their Misfortunes, 
and diverted themſelves and their Compa- 
nions, by laughing at their Miſeries. A 
Gentleman that ſat next me was particularly 
merry; indeed ſo much, that tho' I was a 
Stranger to him, I could: not help ſaying, 
© doubt not, Sir, but we ſhall ſoon loſe 
your Company; for, by your Gaiety, I 
e hope the: Time of your Enlargement is 
«© drawing near. 

„Quite the reverſe, I'll aſſure you, Sir, 
% anſwer'd be. I believe I am ſecur'd for. 
Life; nor does it give me a Moment's 

„ Concern. 
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« Concern. My Eaſe of Mind proceeds 
% from the lucky Thought I had in my 
“ more fortunate Days. Sir, /aid I, if it 
& 1s not a Secret, I ſhould be glad to be 
ce acquainted with the Incident that makes 
e you ſo happy in this Place of Confine- 
« ment? Fl tell you, Sir, ſaid he, I was 
„ worth Nine Thouſand Pounds, which 
were left me by a Grandmother, out of 
“ my Father's Power, and excluſive of 
„ what I might expect from his Bounty. I 
“ fell in Love with a pretty Woman, but 
„ not of equal Rank with my Family. 
« The Affair came to my Father's Ears; 
«© who ſent for me, and told me, if I did 
„ not give over all Thoughts of that Girl, 
e he would not look on me as his Son. 
« Alas! my Paſſion was too violent to be 
% controul'd by Duty. Notwithſtanding 
« his Commands, I reſolv'd to ſettle a 
“ Tointure of Three Thouſand Pounds up- 
on her and marry her, throw the reſt of 
* my Money into Trade, and depend only 
“ upon that to make me happy. 

« T compleated my Scheme, and my 
& Father immediately diſown'd me. For 
«© ſome Time I went on very greatly, and 
« my Fortune encreas'd every Hour. En- 
& courag'd by this Succels, I ventur'd into 
« a larger Branch of Buſineſs: but here 
% Fortune forſook me, and in eighteen 
Months I became a Bankrupt ; and, — 
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&« the ill-natur'd Obſtinacy of ſome of my 
& Creditors, © thrown into this Place: 
«© Which would be Torture indeed, had 
{© I not the Pleaſure of knowing my Wife's 
“ Jointure is ſufficient to ſupport herſelf 
« and my two Children, and allow me 
«© ſome little Matters to comfort me in my 
«© Confinement. I have the Pleaſure of 
% ſeeing 'em once or twice a Week; and, 
in Tranſport of their Happineſs, forget 
e my own Misfortunes.“ | | 
By that Time Mr. Merchant (for fo I 
ſhall call him) had ended his Story, it grew 
late; and both he and I paid our Reckon- 
ing, and retir'd to our different Chambers. 


— 


CHAP. XAT 


Mr. Beaumien and my Lord viſit me in Pri- 
on. Our Difference ended. Mr. 
F ounder's Behaviour, &c. | 


* H E next Morning I began to be re- 
conciled to my Fortune. The Com- 
pany were agreeable, the Lodging good, 
and my Sleep was better than any I had en- 
Joy*d for a Week paſt, I went to Breakfaft 
in the Coffee-Houſe, where moſt of our 
Club were aſſembled ; and we laugh'd, 

5 talk d, 
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talk'd, read the Papers, and gave our Opi- 


nions of the political Occurrences, with as 
much Eaſe as any Set of honeſt Britons, in 
the full Poſſeſſion of their native Freedom. 
We had no ſooner ended our Morning's 
Convei ſation, than I wrote a Letter to Mr. 
Founder, deſiring him to ſend my Cloaths, 


Linnen, and what elſe belong'd to me, to 
the Fleet; telling him, at the me Tune, I. 
had no farther. Occaſion for his Lodg-. 
ings: And, as I was two Weeks in Arrear. 


with him, if he would let me have a Re- 
ceipt in full, the Meſſenger ſhould bring 
him the Money. | 

This Affair being ſettled, I retir'd to my 


Chamber; but had i not how long there be- ; 


fore a Meſſage was brought, that two or 
three Gentlemen, in the Coffee-Room, de- 
fir'd to ſpeak with me. My Heart leap'd 
at the Sound,; for it immediately ſtruck: 
me, it was Sambert, and tome Friends, 
come to my Relief. Before I could get 
down Stairs, I repented all the hard 


Thoughts I had entertain'd of him, and be- 


liev'd it was Buſineſs only that prevented his 
coming to me. 

By this Time I got into the Coffee- 
Room. My Eyes, in a Moment, ran over 


the whole Company; but, to my great Diſ- 
appointment, ſaw no Sambert there, While 


I was examining every Face, Mr. Beaumien 


Came up 3 and, taking a Gen. leman 13 - 
an 
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Hand faid « My Lord, I believe, 
« if Mr. Buckler pleaſes, we had better re- 
« tire into a private Room.” 

We were immediately ſhewn one; where 
we were no ſooner ſeated, than Mr. Beau- 
mien open'd the Converſation, by expreſſing 
his Concern for my Situation, wiſhing ſome 
lucky Accident might relieve me. 


My Lord then got up; and, in the moſt 


complaiſant Manner, told me, He had been 
convinc'd by his Friends that he had greatly 
wrong'd me, and injur'd his own Honour, 
by avoiding the Reparation I had ſo brave- 
ly demanded from him: Saying moreover, 
in theſe Words; * Sir, I do aſſure you, 
% whatever ill Treatment you might receive 


* from me, it proceeded only from the 


„ Hear of Wine; and the Neglect I ſhew'd 
„ in meeting you at the Place appointed, 
Vas owing to the ſame Cauſe : And let 
* me upon my Honour declare, as the 
„ firſt did not ſpring from Malice, I hope. 
* you will have good Nature enough to be- 
“ heve the latter was not begot of Fear; 
e but all from the Liquor, which firſt made 
* me mad enough to affront, and then too 
* ſtupid to ſatisfy you.“ | 


A 


T told him all he ſaid I believ'd: And 


begg*d he would, in order to make us both 
ealy, talk of it no farther ; but look upon 
the Whole as a drunken Frolick, not worth 


our Remembrance. | 
| It 
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It would be too tedious to repeat all the 
civil Things that were faid upon this Oc- 
caſion: Let it ſuffice, that my Lord and his 
Friends ſtay*d Dinner with me; which was 
order'd, in the moſt elegant Manner, by 
his Lordſhip. When we parted, my Lord, 
after declaring how much it would rejoice 
him to ſee me at Liberty, ſhook me by the 
Hand, and, in a Whiſper, told me where 
to direct to him; and, if at any preſſing 
Occaſion, I wanted a Friend, I ſhould be 
ſure to find one at his Houle. ; 

It may perhaps ſurprize my Readers, 
why, after ſo kind an Offer, I did not aſk 
my Lord then to do me ſome inſtant Ser- 
vice; and if I had, I believe, I ſhould have 
ſucceeded ; but, in our Converſation at. 
Dinner, I had made light of my Misfor- 
tune; and told 'em, it was a diſputed 
Point, which I did not doubt would be 
ſoon determin'd in my Favour. Now, af- 
ter this, I had too much Pride to own the 
worſt of my Diſtreſs ; and thought it more 
prudent, as well as noble, to let my Lord 
go without any Sollicitation at this Time. 

In the Afternoon my Portmanteaus came, 
and with them the following Letter from 
Mr. Founder, 
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SIX. 


W OUR Things I have ſent you; and, as 
to what is due to me, the firſt Time you 
come my Way will be ſoon enough to diſcharge 
it. | 


From your Friend, &C. 


I took this as a Proof of a moſt generous 
Nature in Mr. Founder ; for tho* the Sum 
was but ſmall, it ſhew'd good Nature not to 
inſiſt to the laſt Farthing, from one in my 
Circumſtance : And I don't doubt, but he 
had been tempted to uſe the utmoſt Rigour 
by my old Friend, Mrs. Sophy. ; 

I now laid by all my better Cloaths, and 
equipt myſelf for the Place I was in : be- 
{ides, I did not know how ſoon I might be 
oblig'd to diſpoſe of thoſe Moveables for 
ready Caſh, 

The chief Thing that now made me 
uneaſy, was my Ring, which the Officer 
had pawn'd for Ten Guineas only, and I 
knew eit to be worth ſix Times the Money. 
I conſulted with my new Acquaintance, Mr. 
Merchant ; who told me, He had a Friend 
whom he could write to, to go and ſee it ; 
and, if it was of Value, would redeem it, 
and diſpoſe of it to the beſt Advantage for 
me. I deſir' d he would do fo; and, - 
tne 
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the ſame Time, I wrote a Note to the Offi- 
cer, deſiring, when ſuch a Perſon call'd 


upon him, to ſhew him where he had 
pledg'd it, and go with him to redeem it. 


In two Days Time the Gentleman ap- 


pear'd with the Ring, which he ſaid was 
worth Seventy Guineas : Adding, that he 
had had the Opinion of the beſt Judges, and 
could not find it was worth more. He then 
ofter'd to return it me, for the Money he 
had paid the Pawn-broker ; or give me the 
Overplus, and keep it himſelf. I choſe the 


latter ; for I had now no Regard left for the 


Donor, and more Occaſion for the Money 
than the Bawhle. He delivered me the 
Caſh, and I gavehima Receipt in full, with 


many Thanks for the Trouble he had 


taken. 


— 
— 


C HA. XVII. 


1 live gayly in the Priſon. My Money decays. 
1 obtain a Rule for a Day. The Adventure 
T met with. 


H E Poſſeſſion of this Money gave me 
freſh Spirits. I forgot my Situation 

and Misfortunes, and liv'd up to every 
Pleaſure the Place could afford. My gay 
Manner of Life, and my Liberality among 
the Priſoners, gain*d me all their Hearts. 
| Every 
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Every one was ready to oblige, and do me 
little Offices of Service; and ſome Women, 
that were Inhabitants of our Common- 
wealth, were not behind-hand in their Fa- 
vours to me: So that I was the gay Blade 
of the Place, the firſt at all Pleaſures, and 
the Leader of every Sport. 

Three Months roll'd away in this Man- 
ner, when my Money began to ſhrink ; 
and, of Courſe, my Spirits to flag. Again 
I felt my Misfortunes, pin'd for Liberty, 
and could not deviſe a Pleaſure within the 
Priſon-Walls. could not help diſco- 
vering my Anxiety to Mr. Merchant ; who 
indeed, in the moſt friendly Manner, gave 
me what Comfort he could, and ſet before 
me his own Example to encourage my Pati- 
ENCE. | 

Among other Things, he told me, it 
was not impoſſible (as it was now Term- 
Time) with a ſmall Sum, to gain the Con- 
fidence of the Warden, and obtain a 
Day's Liberty, by the Help of a Rule of 
Court, to ſeek among my Friends, and en- 
deavour to perſwade 'em to aſſiſt me, or 
prevail upon the Plaintiff to grant me Time 
for the Payment, 

My Heart jump'd at the Proſpect of 
coming Abroad ; not that I had any Hopes 
of making the Uſe my Friend propos'd of 
it but onlv the dear Delight of walking 


freely, 
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freely, and partaking, for a few Hours, the 
unconfin'd Pleaſures of the World. 

Not to tire my Readers with too many 
Particulars, with much Ceremony, ſome 
Money, and a ftrift Promiſe to return at 
Night, the Warden permitted me to breathe 
thoſe few Hours of Liberty. 

I dreſs'd myſelf in my Beſt, and imme- 
diately launch'd out towards the old Scene 
of Pleaſure, Covent- Garden; flew from 
Coffee-Houſe to Coffee-Houſe, look*d into 
every Tavern, but could not meet with one 
Acquaintance, *till I came to the Coffee- 
Houſe where I firſt learnt the curs'd Vice of 
Play, and to which Iow'd all my Miſeries. 
I trembled when I went in; for it recall*d 
ſo many various Scenes of Pain and Tran- 
ſport, that all my Powers were in Confuſion 
at the Sight of it. 

I found here many of the old Set, all em- 
ploy*d as uſual : but ſome of 'em, Iobſerv- 
ed, that us'd to appear poor and ſhabby, 
were now all Tinſel and Lace; and others, 
that ſeem'd to over-look the Company, in 
the ſame Condition with the Villain Miſery, 
who was ſtill living, and flattering his Sup- 
Porters. | | 

I ſay, here were many that I knew, but 
very few that would know me. A ſtrange 
Face of Forgetfulneſs dwelt upon the whole 
Company: but I beheld the Inſects with 

| Con- 
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Contempt; and left em, without the leaſt 
Deſire to make one in their Parties. | 

I once thought of viſiting Sambert; but, 
when I recollected the unfriendly Treat- 
ment I had receiv'd from him, my proud 
Heart could not ſtoop to call upon him. 

I went to a Tavern, and beſpoke a Din- 
ner ; and then wrote a Note to Mr. Foun- 
der, to deſire his Company (for I would not 

to the Houſe myſelf, for fear of meetin 
with that Vixen S9phy) but he being unlucki- 
ly out of Town, I was oblig'd to fit down 
by myſelf. | 

From Dinner I viſited the Play-Houſe, 
and faw an excellent Tragedy, from which 
IT receiv'd great Satisfaction. This Per- 
formance recall'd the former Inclination I 
had of turning Actor. I determin'd to 
practice hard in my Confinement, and one 
Time or other ſhew my Talents upon the 
Stage. I was ſo poſſeſs' d with theſe Fan- 
cies, that I did not ſeek for any Company, 
after the Play was over; but retir'd to a 
Tavern near Temple-Bar, and had a Bit by 
myſelf, being willing to indulge my Imagi- 
nation with theſe theatrical Proſpects. 

About Ten o' Clock I paid my Reckon- 
ing, and ſet forward for my Priſon ; for 
ſoon after that Hour I was oblig'd, by Pro- 
miſe, to be at Home: And I was reſolv'd 
to be punctual the firſt Time, leſt _— 

ence 


22 
— 


— 


— — % 


I 
7 
4 
4 $*:1. 
*$4) 
3 
{300 
118: 
2 
#432 
* 
14 
be! : 
os & 
i 44 
* 
29 
= | 
1 
3 I 
„ 3 
* 
iv 


£ 8 chad Ss 
- go py _— — 2 
— — = * 


2 
- — 
— r 
. — 


—— 


— — 
— 


= 
4 — = 
— 4% 
— gs > 


— "= 


+ 


— a — =. - A 
— n 
— 


288 The Hiſtory of 
ſence ſhould prevent the Warden's future 
Favour. 

I had not gone far in Fleet: ſtreet, before I 
heard a great Out-cry for help; and, by the 
Aſſiſtance of a Lamp, I could perceive four 
or five Men, in one of the Courts, ſtriking 
with Clubs at two Men, who were endea- 
vouring to defend themſelves with their 
Swords. I immediately ran up, my Cou- 
Tage forgetting my Condition, and drew in 
their Defence. The Fray was ſoon ended ; 
for my attacking them with Reſolution, the 
Villains retir*d. I would have purſu'd them, 
but one of the Gentlemen call'd out, . For 
« Heavens ſake, Sir, aſſiſt me here, for I 
* am afraid my Friend is murder'd.” I 
turn'd round, and ſaw upon the Ground a 
Gentleman wounded, as I thought, by the 
vaſt Quantity of Blood, very dangerouſly. 
I affiſted his Friend, and, with much Diffi- 
culty, got him into the Houſe, which was 
but in the next Court, where he was to lodge. 
A Surgeon was ſent for, and the wounded 
Man dreſs'd and put to Bed. His Friend 
thank'd me for the Service I had done 'em, 
and begg'd to ſee me in the Morning, that 
the Gentleman. if he ſhould be enough re- 
cover'd, might expreſs his Gratitude for 
the timely Aſſiſtance I had given : Sayings 
„] am ſure, Sir, you have ſav'd our Lives; 
„and, if poſſible, we will deſerve the 

* Favour, 
We 
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We parted, and I ran as faſt as my Legs 
would carry me, to keep my Word with the 
Warden; and was lucky enough to get in, 
juſt as the Doors were going to be lock'd. 


— — — — — 


CHAP. XIX. 
The Iucky Conſequence of my laſt Night's Ad- 


Venture. 


E AR LV in the Morning I made a ſe- 
cond Requeſt to the Warden, to grant 
me another Day's Liberty. Methought he 
ſeem'd a little cold in his Reply, but from 
what Cauſe I knew not, unleſs ſome of the 
Turnkeys had told him how late I ſtay'd 
out the laſt Night: However, he gave me 
Leave, and ſtrictly warn'd me to be at 
Home betimes. 

TI went directly to viſit the Gentleman I 
had reſcued from the Villains over Night; 
and, to my great Satisfaction, found him 
ſitting by the Parlour Fire, ſeemingly in 
good Spirits. I congratulated him upon 
the happy Proſpect he had of a ſpeedy Re- 
covery. — He told me, the Surgeons 
had dreſt his Wounds, and declar'd that 
they were very trifling, and would ſoon be 
heal'd ; at the fame Time expreſs'd the 
higheſt Senſe of Gratitude, for the Aſſiſt- 
ance I had lent him „ And, Sir, 

Vol., II. O 1 
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* he, tho' your Appearance does not ſeem 
% to want any Help from my Fortune; 
% yet, if ever it ſhould, you may be ſure 
& any Part of my Eſtate ſhall be at your 
«© Command. Das going to thank him; 
« but he flopt me, by ſaying— Don't 
« think, Sir, theſe are only Compliments 
of Courſe, but the honeſt Deſign of my 
« Heart; and if, thro! Modeſty, or any 
e other Foible, you now hide any Part of 
your Circumſtances that Money can re- 
% pair, you wrong my Gratitude if you 
e don't ſpeak it plainly : Adding, Charles 
Banks is a Man of his Word.” 
Theſe laſt Words made me ſtart 
The Name of Banks ſtruck me into a gene- 
ral Tremour My Legs ſhook under me 
My Tongue forgot its Office, and I 
ſtood mute with Wonder. Mr. Banks, 
ſeeing my Surprize, role from his Chair, 
as well as his Weakneſs would let him, and 
feem'd no leſs amaz'd than I was. 
e What is the matter, Sir! /aid he : What 
„ js the Reaſon of this ſudden Agitation! 
% oon as I could gain a faint Utterance, 
« T ſaid, in broken Accents— Is your Name 
cc your Name Banks lt is, an- 
« ſwer'd he, does that ſurprize you — Have 
« you, ſaid I, any Relations in England? 
4 Pray, Sir, be quick, and anſwer me; 
„ for, on your Anſwer, my Happineſs de- 
„ pends. 
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Yes, anſwer'd be, I have a 


pends. 


Brother in HParwickſhire, whom I have 


not ſeen many Years. have been in- 
form'd, by Letters from him, that he 
was formerly in the Army; but marrying 
a Fortune in the Country, he left the mi- 
litary Life, and now lives retir'd with his 
Wife.“ 

He had ſcarce ſpoke theſe Words, than I 


burſt out in Tears; and, throwing myſelf 
at his Feet, cry'd out, Thank Heaven! 


cc 
on 
(e 
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& 


that I have found a Friend indeed ! My 
Uncle is return'd, and I have ſav'd his 
Life: ſure Providence directed this, to 
prove my Duty and Aﬀection !—— The 
good Man flood for ſome Time amaz'd ; at 
length, cry'd out in Rapture, And 1s it 
pothble you can be the Son of my Bro- 
ther Zo/eph !/—T am, reply'd I, that Son, 


tho' the unhappy Out: caſt of my Father's 


too precipitate Anger | How ! ſaid 
be, does not your Father do a Parent's 
Part by you !—Has he diſcarded you !— 
How do you live ?— What Employment 


have you ? Where do you inhabit? 


Anſwer me, 


— W ho ſupports you ? 


cry'd he, directly; for your laſt Words, 
ſeem'd to lay ſuch inhuman Cruelty up- 
on your Father, that they ſhould make 
me bluſh to call him Brother.“ 

Here we ſat down, and I began to tell 
my unhappy. Story, from the leaving of 
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292 The Hiſtory of 
my Father's Houſe. When I came to that 
Incident of running away with the Money 
from the Servant, he ſtarted up with ſuch 
Paſſion, that I was forc'd to ſtop, and trem- 
bled at his Anger : but he ſoon put a ſtop 
to my Fears, by ſaying, * Don't be alarm- 
« ed; for had you been forc'd to the great- 
« eſt Baſeneſs, I ſhould have look'd upon 
the Crime, not as yours, but your Fa- 
e. Inhuman Monſter ! con- 
tinu'd he But he recover'd his Rage 
and bad me proceed. I then went 
on; and, at my relating how I releas'd the 
poor Servant, how diligently I watch'd for 
an Opportunity to reward him, he embrac'd 
me, and with an honeſt Smile, more fignifi- 
cant than Words, declar'd the Satisfaction 
that Circumſtance gave him. : 

_ As1 grew towards my Misfortunes, I ſaw 
the Tears guſh from his Eyes; and, when [ 
had finiſh'd my Story, with a full Relation 
of my preſent Condition, he ſmiPd, and 
catching faſt hold of my Hand, ſaid. My 
& dear Boy, no Jail ſhall confine thee. I 
« am thy Friend, and will ſupply a Fa- 
de ther's Place.” Upon the Inſtant he rang 
the Bell, and order'd his Servant to fetch 
his Attorney immediately. 

While the Servant was gone with the 
Meſſage, he vented all his Indignation a- 
gainſt my Father's Cruelty, mixt with ten- 
der Embraces, and great Promiſes of Love 
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and Friendſhip towards me : Nor was I 
backward in expreſling my Gratitude to Pro- 
vidence, which had rais'd me ſo unexpected 
a Friend, : 

When the Attorney came, my Uncle 

ave him Orders immediately to ſee Mrs, 
La Mour's Action diſcharg'd, and every 
Thing relating to the Affair let clear. 

I ſtay'd with him all Day, for indeed he 
would not part with me, and lay in the ſame 
Houſe that Night. In the Courſe of our 
Converſation, I told Mr. Banis how gen- 
teelly the Warden had behav'd to me; that, 
to his good Nature, he ow'd the Aſſiſtance 
I had given him; and I my own Happineſs, 
in meeting with ſo dear a Friend, 

Upon hearing my Character of the War- 
den, he deſir'd me not to go to him till he 
could accompany me, which he did not 
doubt would be in two Days at the moſt; 

for, as his Surgeon told him, he found his 

_ Wounds quite eaſy, and all he had to com- 
plain of was Weakneſs, which proceeded 
trom the Loſs of ſo much Blood. Upon 
the Surgeon's Viſit in the Evening, he had 
full Liberty to go Abroad next Day, with- 
out the leaſt Danger. Accordingly, the 
next Morning we dreſt, and ſet forward to 
vifit the Warden: For my Uncle ſaid, He 
thought a handfome Preſent was his due 
ſince the rewarding one generous Action, 
might encourage the Perſon ſo diſpos'd to 
Oz: deal 
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294 Type Hiſtory of 
deal his Favours in general to Mankind, 
under the ſame Circumſtances. 


— 


CHATF Az. 
Fe viſit the Warden at the Fleet. 


E no ſooner arriv*d at the Fleet, than 
the Warden, with great Complai— 
fance, conducted us into his own Room, 
and gave me Joy of my recover'd Liberty. 
My Uncle thank'd him for his Civility to 
me, and put a twenty Pound Note into his 
Hand; ſaying, ** They that favour the 
„ Diſtreſt, I always look on as my 
% Friends.” 
The Warden call'd for Wine, and would 
have had us ſtay Dinner ; but my Uncle ex- 
cus'd himſelf, on Account of his being 
oblig'd to meet his Surgeon at Two o*'Clock, 
to examine his Wounds. 
While we were talking upon indiffe— 
rent Subjects, a Meſſage was brought in, 
that a Lady, in great Diſorder, Geſir'd to 
fee Mr. Buckler, I immediately guels'd 
who it was. La Mour, I ſuppos'd, by this 
had been ſatisfied by my Uncle's Lawyer, 
and had now a Mind to know the Particu- 
lars of my good Fortune. I communicat- 
ed my Thoughts to my Uncle, who defired 


the * might be admitted; ſaying, He 
ſhould 
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ſhould be glad to ſee the Perſon that was 
once ſo charming, and now ſo cruel, Upon 
his Word, the Lady was brought in ; who 
had no ſooner enter'd the Room, than ſhe 


fell down like one ſtruck with Death. I 


ran to catch her, but her Fall was ſo ſud- 
den, I could not prevent her going to the 
Ground. My Uncle was no leſs ſurpriz'd 
than I, and call'd out, I it the Lady 


you expected? No |! ſaid I, amaz'd, quite a 


Stranger to me | The Servants brought 
ſome Drops; and, with great Difficulty, 
recover'd her ſo much, that ſhe began to 
open her Eyes: Which fhe had: no ſooner 
done, than I ſaw what {truck me into Stone. 
Motionleſs I ftood ; and, at length, burſt- 
ing out into a Flood of Tears, I cry'd, 
with trembling Accents It is my Love! 
my long loft Polly !— I flew to her, threw 
myſelt at her Feet, and again ſurpriz'd her 
half- recover'd Senſes into their former In- 
ſenſibility; nor did I know myſelf, for 
ſome Minutes, where J was, being quite 
loſt in the o'er-whelming Joy. 

Leſt a Repetition of our Raptures ſhould 
prove tedious to my Readers, I ſhall for- 
bear any farther Deſcription : For theſe 
Paſſions are too nice to be rightly felt by 
any, but thoſe whoſe Love is equal to ours; 


and who have felt ſo fatal a Separation, 


and reſtor'd to Happineſs by ſo unexpected 
a Meeting. 
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296 The Hiſtory of 

When the Care of the Beholders had re- 
cover'd our Senſes, l began to explain to 
my Uncle the Reaſon of my Rapture; and 
repeated that Part of my Story, I had be- 
fore told him, of my unbounded Love for 
Polly. 

In the Midſt of this ſudden Happineſs, 
gazing with Tranſport on my Love, I found 
by her Dreſs, her Jewels, and the ſtrange 
- Polite Alteration I ſaw in her Behaviour, that 

Fortune had ſmil'd upon her ; and, the firſt 
Terror that ſtruck upon my Mind was, that 
Polly was marry*d ; that I had only found 
my Love to learn the unhappy Tidings, that 
I muſt part with her for ever: If ſo, this 


Dream of Happineſs, was only to wake me 


to a new Scene of Miſery. 5 

While theſe Reflections employ'd me, I 
fixt my Eyes with ſuch Tenderneſs upon my 
Polly, that ſhe took notice of it; and, with 
her uſual Affection, taking me by the Hand, 
ſaid, My dear Jaſper. ** what ſudden Me- 
„ Jancholy poſſeſſes you ?—dol occaſion it ? 


« —O! ſpeak, and let me clear the Doubts. 


« that ſeem to alarm you.” 
Without farther Heſitation, I whiſper'd 
in her Ear, Is my dear Polly ſtill diſen- 
1 gag ? —— [Is her Heart mine? — Has 
« ſome Stroke of Fortune tore her from my 
rms ? —Anſwer this one Queſtion; 
c are you marry*d ? and confirm me, with 
& one Word, bleſt or miſerable. No, 
e reply'd 
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« reply'd ſhe aloud, my Perſon is my own, 
but Faſper ſtill commands my Heart“ 
Here we embrac'd, in Token of a mutual 
fond Affection. 

My Uncle all this while fat mute; and, 
with ſilent Pleaſure, enjoy'd our fond En- 
dearments : Which would not have ended 
ſoon, had we not been interrupted by the. 
Appearance of Mr. Beaumien, who came 
with my Lord's Compliments, to enquire- 
my Health, and know if I ſtood in need of 
any Aſſiſtance his Power could give me. I 
embrac'd, and thank'd him; and, in few. 
Words, told ſome Partof the good Fortune: 
lately had befel me. He congratulated me 
upon my Happineſs, afſur'd me my Lord 
was my intire Friend, and would rejoice as 
much as he did at the News: At the ſame 
Time told me, my Lord had never been at 
reſt *rill our late Converſation ; adding, 
that though he had his Faults, he could 
not bear to. do an Injury, and not make 
proper Reparation. * This, ſaid he, I 
& know is his Temper, which made me un- 
<« dertake the difficult Taſk of finding you; 
* which I had never done, had I not one 
Day ſaw you. come out of the Park, and. 
25 follow'd you to your Lodgings.” 

Mr.. Beaumien was no ſooner gone, than: 
my Uncle inſiſted upon our going with him 
to his Houſe: Where, ſaid he, I hope 
„this Lady will favour us with an Ac- 
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count of her Adventures. They muſt 


be ſurpizing; for, if 1 remember Faj- 


per's Story right, when he laſt ſaw you, 
Fortune was not much your Friend. 

« O! /aid 7, I have a thouſand Queſti- 
ons to aſk; as many Myſteries to clear 
As how ſhe found me by the Name 
of Buckler ; and how-- O ! Jaſper, 


ſaid fhe, interrupting me, the Whole is 


clear to me, and my Story will explain it 
all But, added ſbe, J have another 
tender Care my Child! my Child ! 
if he lives, then I am bleſt in- 
deed. Where did you leave it? 7e- 
ply'd I haſtily : When did you hear of it? 
Forbear, my dear Jaſper; I 
doubt not but he is ſafe for Hea- 
ven ſent me a Guardian-Angel for his 
Protector Such a Friend! 
But I will not relate my Tale by Halves ; 
you ſhall hear the Whole, and adore high 
Heaven for his Mercies.” 

We attended my Uncle Home; where 


the good Man's Impatience would ſcarcel 
let us fit down, befere he deſir'd Polly to 
begin her Hiſtory. She conſented, and is 
as follows. 


c HAP. 


that would too ſoon over-take me. 
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C HA P. XXI. 
Polly's Sory. 


HE N you, Jaſper, had refus'd 

to grant me the Requeſt my Love 
made, and my Condition requir'd, I ran 
into a mad Deſpair. Fear and Shame 
{ſurrounded me, and Horror ſeem'd to 
wait on every Step I tox What 
could I do? already my Shame was whiſ- 
per'd round the Neighbourhood. The 


Women had obſerv'd my growing Form; 


and the Men, whole Addreſſes I had re- 
jected,  ſeem'd to rejoice at the Scandal 
Hav- 
ing no Friend to cheriſh, no Father, Mo- 
ther, or Relation to pity me, I reſolv'd 
to fly from all the Conſequences of my 


8 uilt; in hopes Providence would either 


compaſſionate or puniſh. my Crime, as its 


great Juſtice beſt ſhould ordain. 


Thus determin'd, 1 pack'd up a few 
Neceſſaries, and took what little Money I 


had, which conſiſted only of ſome Silver- 
' pence, and other ſmall Pieces that my Fa- 


ther, in his Fondneſs, had given me in 


my childiſh Days; and which I had pre 


ſerv'd, not for their own Value, bur 5 
the Love I bore to him that gave 'em. 
Thus _ I walk'd on for near ten 


6 <. Nike; 
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Miles, when I arriv'd in Sir Gregory's 
Park. Here Nature began to fail, and I 
ſunk down beneath my Fatigue and Bur- 
then.- The Torments of my Body 
were nothing to thoſe - that rack'd my 
Mind. The Man I lov'd, my dear 
Faſper, I could never hope to ſee again. 
The unweildly Condition I was in left 
me without the leaſt Proſpe&t of Com- 
fort, and I could only wiſh for Death to 
eaſe me of the Burthen. 8 
« While I was in theſe Reflections, 
Night came on, and I reſolv'd to ſeek no 
other Shelter, but try to reſt upon 
the Graſs: Nature, quite harraſs'd out, 
gave me the Relief I wanted. I fell into 
a profound Sleep. About Four in the 
Morning, I was wak'd; and, looking 


round, ſaw five or ſix Men arm'd with 


Guns, who immediately laid hold on me 
by Violence, ſwearing that Sir Gregory 
fhould examine me immediately. I aſk'd 
what Offence I had committed, to de- 
ſerve ſuch rough Treatment. They re- 
ply'd, they knew me well. At thoſe 
Words | ſtarted ; for I did not doubt but 
theſe were Men ſent by my Father, to 
prevent my Flight. One of the Fellows, 
taking my Fears for Marks of Guilt, 
cry'd out, I told you we were right; ſhe 
belongs to *em— fell upon my Knees, and 

| „ begg'd 
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begg'd to know what de intended 
to do with me. Do wrth you! ſays one 
of the rougheſt; carry you before my Ma- 
er, make you diſcover your Accomplices, 
that have ſtole ſo many of his Deer. I 
pleaded my Innocence with all the Pro- 
teſtations, could think of, but all in 
vain. They forc'd me into the Houle, 
and ſecur'd me in the Hall, while a Meſ- 
ſenger was ſent to Sir Gregory, to bring 
him to examine me. 
„% Before the Magiſtrate appear d, a 
young Gentleman came down Stairs; 
and, after looking wiſhfully at me, ſaid, 
with the utmoſt good Nature, Child, you 
are ſadly frighten'd ; what have you done ? 
I could not anſwer him, but with Tears; 
at which he turn'd to the Servants, and 
aſk'd them the ſame Queſtion. They 
immediately laid open my Offence ; 
That I belong'd to a Gang of Rogues, 
who had frequently robb'd the Park; 
and they did not doubt, but I was now 
come with that Intent. He, reply'd this 
Youth, you muſt be miſtaken ; ſbe does not 
look like one that kept ſuch Company. This 
Gentleman's good Nature gave me 
Courage, I got up; and, in the moſt 
ſolemn Manner, declar'd, I had no ill 
Deſign : That I was a poor unhappy 
Woman, and was on my Way to Lon- 
don; but, 0 overtaken by the Night, 
by * deſtitute 
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deſtitute of Friends or Means, and fa- 
tigued with my Journey, was oblig'd to 
take up my Reſtin the Park ; with no 
Deſign, but that of recovering my 
Strength, in order to purſue my Journey 
in the Morning. 

«© While I was pleading to this Youth, I 


* obſerv'd his Eyes ſpoke all the Inclinati- 
* ons of his Heart; for you (ſaid Polly, 


look fondly at me) had taught me that 
dumb Language. In ſhort, this Gentle- 
man took me aſide; and, in my Far, 
told me, That though Sir Gregory might 
be ſevere, and treat me roughly, not to 
be frighten'd; for he would ſtand my 
Friend, and get me acquitted with Ho- 
nour. While he was whiſpering this, 
he took an Opportunity of kiſſing my 
Neck; which convinc'd me, I had read 
his Eyes aright. 

& I bluſh'd, bow'd, thank'd his : Good- 
nefs, and retir*d to the Place my Guards 
had order'd me. His generous Offer, 
and his amorous Touch, had thrown up- 
on my Face ſome Bluſhes, and 1 found 
it was obſerv'd; for I heard one of the 
Servants ſay to his Fellow, The Squire is 
ſmitten ; he brings her off, two to one. 


] did not wait much longer, before the 


Knight appear'd ; and, as he came down 
Stairs, he roar'd out, Where is this infa- 
mous Creature? I'll make ber an Exam- 

ple. 
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Jaſper Banks. 1 
ple. He came and ſeated himſelf in a 
great Chair, and I was conducted towards 
him, guarded like a common Thief. — 
The firſt Queſtions he aſk'd me were, 
What's your Name! FF here do you in- 
habit £ What Pariſh do you belong 1? 
Every one of which was quite im- 
proper for me, in my preſent Circum- 
ſtances, to anſwer ; for, had I told him 
whoſe Daughter I was, a Meſſenger 
would immediately have been diſpatch'd 
to my Father, to know if my Aſſertion 
was true, and publith'd all my Shame at 
once. 
« Hs immediately examin'd his Ser- 
vants, and was ſo irritated at the fre- 
quent Robberies committed in his Park, 
that he ſeem'd reſolv'd to puniſh ſome- 
body ; ſo took Surmiſes for Proofs, and 
Appearances for Facts. By this Means 
I was ſoon convicted, and in a fair Wa 
of being committed to Jail, had not my 
good Friend, Mr. Buckler (for that was 
his Name, as I learnt afterwards) ſtept 
in and pleaded in my Behalf. He begg'd 
the Knight to look at me, and then conſi- 


der whether it was poſſible one fo ſoft and 


gentle could be concern'd with a rough 
Gang of Robbers: Adding, That if 
he could not move him to a favourable 
Opinion of me, he would bail me, and 
prove my Innocence in a publick Court.”? 

| Buckler ! 
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Buckler ! ſaid I, ſtarting, was that the 


Gentleman's Name? and have you held any 
Correſpondence with him ſince that Time? Yes, 
reply'd Polly, or you would think me very un- 
grateful, when you hear how much he was my 
Friend. But the laſt Letter I ſent him, be 
nc ver anfwer'd ; ſo that { fear it came not t9 
his Hands : And if it miſcarry'd, it was 
partly owing to my own Careleſſneſs ; for I 
toft the Direction to him, and was forc'd 10 
truſt to Chance to find him out, . ſome where 
about St. James's, I took no farther Notice 
of this Fncident at preſent to Polly, but 
begg'd her to go on with her Story. 


&> 
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cc 
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% Mr. Buck#r's good Nature (continu'd 

Polly) had ſuch Effect upon the Knight, 
that he preſently relented, and diſcharg'd 
me ; abuſing his Servants, at the ſame 
Time, for taking me into Cuſtody. My 
Heart danc'd at my Enlargement; and, 
after thanking the Knight, and the 
young Gentleman that had befriended 
me, prepar'd to purſue my Journey: 
But Mr. Buchler would not ſuffer me to 
ſtir, till J had taken ſome Refreſhment; 
which he had no ſooner order'd, than J 


* was conducted into the Steward's Room, 


where ſeveral cold Things were ſet out, 
for me to pleaſe myſelf. Mr. Buctler fat 
down by me, and began to explain him- 
prais'd my Beauty, my Inno- 
cence, and a Thouſand other Commen- 

| * dations, 
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& dations, far beyond my Deſerts of- 
& fer'd to lodge me in private, and provide 
&« for me. I thank'd him, but declar'd I 
« could by no means accept of his Offer 
e telling him, in Excuſe, that I had ſome 
& Relations a few Miles off, where I ſhould 
« reſt ſome Days. Mr. Bachler ſeem'd 
« greatly diſappointed at my Reſolution, 
but forbore to preſs me at that Time any 
further. 
% took my Leave of him in the moſt 
“ grateful Manner. He kiſs'd me, and 
put two Guineas in my Hand, and ſo we 
* parted. I was now once more at 
Liberty to think. Jaſper took up all my 
„ Soul, and engroſs'd every Thought. 
«© With theſe Reflection I walk*'d, as near as 
& I could judge, about three Miles; when, 
<« looking behind me, I ſaw a Chaiſe and 
«© Pair coming a great Pace after me. I 
„ was not at all alarm'd at it, ſince J only 
% look'd upon it as ſome Travellers. But 
„% how was I amaz'd, when it came near 
% me, ſo ſee Mr. Buckler in it! I had not 
« Time to think, before he ſtopp'd ; and, 
jumping out, ſaid, My dear Creature, I 
& cannot let you go thro ſo much Fatigue 
« [I muſt, and will relieve you I bave 
« brought this Carriage on purpoſe, and in- 
« fiſt upon it, that you. ſuffer me to conduct 
« you to the Place you are bound for. : 
a cc. 


* 
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] refus'd with all the Arguments J 
could muſter up, and he perſiſted with 
the Reſolution of a determin'd Lover; 
and at length, upon his Knees declar'd, 
and call'd Heaven to Witneſs for him, 
That he had no bad Deſign ; own'd 


* he was ſtruck with my Beauty, but 


would never expect a Plealure from it, 
without my own free Conſent ; that the 
Protection he now inſiſted upon giving, 


was only born of good Nature and Cha- 


rity to the Diſtreſs'd: In ſhort, he made 
ſo many Proteſtations, and utter'd 'em 
with a warm Honeſty and Virtue, that I 
truſted myſelf in his Hands, and we 
drove ſome Mites before we ſtopp'd to 
dine, 
Here Mr. Bu ler began to be particu- 
lar in his Enquiries after my Name, Fa- 
mily and preſent Situation in Life. 
begg'd he would not defire me to ex- 
plain myſelf farther in theſe Points; on- 
ly aſſur'd him, my Parents were ho- 
neſt People, and myſelf clear of al! 
Crimes but one, that a too unguarded and 
unſurmountable Paſſion had drawn me 
into ; and that the dear Author of my 
Ruin had refus'd me the honourable A- 
mends JI expected from his Love, and 
had brought me to the unhappy State he 
then ſaw me in.“ 

When 
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When Polly told this Part, a Bluſh over- 
ſpread my Face, and I could not meet 
her Eyes for Shame-——But my Readers 
may remember, it was not for want of Ho- 
nour or Inclination, that I refus'd to marry 
Polly; but an implicit Duty to my Father, 
and Fear of his Reſentment, deterr'd me. 

Polly perceived my Confuſion, and ſaid, 
Nay, Jaſper, don't think I ever doubled your 
Love, tho? it has been fatal to me. 

« The gentle Buckler heard my Tale 
„with all che Marks of ſympathizing Sor- 
ce row; and, when I had done, catch'd me 
« by the Hand, and vow'd to aſſiſt me with 
« all Neceſſaries *till I was eas'd of my 
« preſent Burthen, and conduct me to 
«© what Part of the World I pleas'd, with- 
« out any other Return, on my Part, 
*© than what a Woman with Modeſty might 
grant, and Gratitude ſhould diate. 

We arriv'd in London, and Mr. Buck- 
ler kept his Word in every Particular. 
He took me to a Lodging at a Silver- 
„ fmith's in the City, who was much ob- 
* lig'd to him, and willing to acknow- 
* ledge the Favours he had receiv'd ; at 
© leaſt his Behaviour to me, teſtifed his un- 
common Regard for Mr. Buck/er. He 
* provided me a gentee] Apartment, a Ser- 
„ vant to wait on me, and every thing I 
*+ delir'd was immediately made ready. 


„ Mr, 
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* Mr. Buckler came every Day to viſit 
me ; but, by his Behaviour, his Atten- 
dance ſeem'd rather the Conſequence of 
his Care, than his Love: For tho” he 
was diligent in his Enquiries after my 
Health, whether I lik*'d my Situation, 
and the like, he never made one amorous 
Advance, but approach'd me with all 
the Tenderneſs and chaſte Affection a 
Brother could ſhew to a belov'd Siſter. 

Not to prolong my Tale too much, I 
was deliver'd of a Boy, and every Thing 
properly ordered by Mr. Buckler. He 
was criſten'd Jaſper, after your Name, 
my Love” Here ſhe ſeiz d my Hand; 


and, looking at me for ſome Time, burſt 


out into Tears, and cry'd. O! grant 


* 
6c 


me, Heaven, ſince I have found the Fa- 
ther, that I may meet my Child too, and 


I haveno farther Boon to aſk. 
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„When my Time of Con'finement was 
expir'd, Mr. #uckler lent me his Equi- 
page, and I every Day took the Air; 
which, in a few Weeks, brought me to 
a betrer State of Health than I had 
known for ſome Months before I left my 
Father's. My Friend ſtill continu'd 
his Goodneſs, and never propos'd any 
Alteration in my Situation; but as I had 
no Proſpect of ever returning, or de- 
ſerving the Favours he had done me, I 


** was 
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was willing to undertake ſome Scheme to 
eaſe him of the Expence he was now at 
upon my Account. I thought of many, 
but could not find any ſo likely to ſuc- 
ceed, as going to the ludies; for though 
not vain, I was not inſenſible that I 
had Charms enough to attract, where 
Women are not ſo Plenty as in Eng- 
land. | 

« I communicated my Deſign to my 
Benefactor. At firſt he was ſurprized 
at my propoſing ſo deſperate an Under- 
taking; but, when J had given him all 


my Reaſons, he ſeemed to acquieſce, 


and applauded my Scheme : Moreover 
told me, if I had no particular Place to 
go to, he would adviſe me to Jamaica; 
and his Reaſon was, That he had there 
ſeveral worthy Friends, who would, 
upon his Recommendation, receive me 
kindly ; and, upon any Diſlike, either 
of the Place or Company, provide me 
a proper Paſſage back to England : Add- 
ing, with his "uſual good Nature, where 
you will®find the ſame Friend, if Provi- 
dence permit, you leave behind you. 

e The Scheme being fixt, Mr. Buckler 
gave me many Recommendations from 
himſelf, and ſeveral others from his 
Friends; then furniſhed me, not only 
with Neceſſaries for my Voyage, but 
even preſented me with Cloaths and Or- 

„ naments 


310 The Hiſtory of 


ny 
cc 


tc 
ex 
cc 
cc 
CC 
ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 
£c 
cc 
cc 
CC 
cc 


cc 
0 
cc 
cc 
ce 
c 
cc 


1 


* 


— 
cc 
So 
wk 


naments, fit to appear in the beſt of 
Company. 

« Every Thing being packed up, he 
found out a Ship that was to convey 
me, the Captain of which was his par- 
ticular Friend. He attended me to it; 

and, after leaving the utmoſt Cautions 
for my Treatment with the Captain, he 
embraced me, and, in a Whiſper, beg- 
ged I would then "tell him my Name; 
which I defired, as an added Favour, 
he would not inſiſt on. He ſaid no 
more; only deſired when I wrote to 
him, which he inſiſted I thould do every 
Opportunity, that I ſhould ſign myſelf 
Indiana. I promiſed ; he embraced me 
again, bleſſed me, and ſo we parted. 

«© The Captian ſhewed his Regard for 
Mr. Buckler, by the particular Care he 
took of me; for indeed he ſpared no 
Expence or Trouble, to make the Voy- 
age agreeable. The Weather too was 
favourable ; and, in about two Months 
Time, we arrived in good Health and 
Spirits at Zamarca. 8 

% We were no ſooner on Shore, than 
the Captain went with me to Mr. Dale, 
to whom I delivered the Letter Mr, 
Buckler had given me; which, when he 
had read, he embraced me very tender- 
ly, and told me Mr. Buckler's Reſpect for 


me, which he ſtrongly expreſs'd in the 
den 
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Letter, was ſufficient to recommend me 
to his Protection. I was conducted into 


a private Apartment, my Cloaths ſent 


for, and I new dreſs'd myſelf before 
Dinner. Mr. Dale then introduced me 
to his Wife and Children, who join'd 
with him in their Profeſſions of Friend- 
ſhip. 

« Every Thing, by Mr. Dale's good 
Nature, was provided for me in the moſt 
genteel Manner ; and I had the good 
Fortune to find myſelf reſpected by eve- 
ry Viſitant, of both Sexes, that came to 
the Houſe : And they were very nu- 
merous, for Mrs. Dale was a gay Wo- 
man, and a great Encourager of all the 
polite Diverſions. 

„ Among this Company, I ſoon found 
myſelf ſurrounded by young Gentle- 
men, whoſe Aſſiduities to oblige, plain- 
ly declared tnat Love had inſpir'd their 
Diligence. I gave civil Anſwers to all ; 
but was cautious, as I had no Deſign to 
engage with any, not to be too particu- 
lar: For I had felt too many Miſeries 
from Love, and was determined never 
to yield to it again—Nor was my Heart 
my own, for that I had left behind me, in 
the Poſſeſſion of my dear Jaſper. 

„ When ] had been in this Situation for 
about three Months, Mr. Dale came to 
me one Morning into my Chamber ; 


and, 
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and, after apologizing for his Intruſion, 
ſat down, and told me he had ſome 
private Buſineſs with me. I begg'd he 


would make no Ceremony, but plainly 


open the Matter. 

«© My dear Ward, /azd he, (for /o he al. 
Ways called me) Mr. Buckler deſired me, 
in his Letter, to take great Care of you, 
and I hope you are not diſſatisfied with 
your Entertainment: But, I believe, 
continued he, Mr. Buckler expects I 
ſhould. do ſomething more for you, than 


« juſt ſupplying you with Neceſſaries in 
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my. Family ; and I can now exceed even 
his Wiſhes, and make you happy for 
ever. I thank'd him for his Bounty, and 
begg'd to know how 1 might deſerve ſuch 
Indulgence. Why, aid he, here is a 
Gentleman of Thirty Thouſand Pounds 
Fortune, but his Wealth is the leaſt 
Part of his Merit. He has Virtues that 
out- balance all the Riches in the World; 
and he is taken with your Beauty and 
Converſation, and has deſired me to 
make you an Offer of his Heart and For- 
tune. 

« immediately 9 d him, with my 
uſual Indifference ; thank d him for his 
Care, but declin'd bis Offer Adding, 
That I had rather get ſome Employ- 
ment, in my preſent State, that would 


produced me a moderate Livelihood, 
e than 


"Jaſper _—_ _— 
* than advance myſelf r to the 
bs «= Rank of ad 
e feem'd es with my An- 
„ ſwer, and us'd many Arguments to 
* bring me to give a more favourable 
„ one; but, finding me till obſtinate, he 
« forbore and left me; faying, He would 
noi hau me cnſent to any T hing, a- 
© gainſt my Inclinations. 5 
LNotwithftanding Mr. Dales Eaſe, in 
agreeing with my Inclinations, I found 
„he was very ſtrenuous to have the Match 
concluded: For next Day his Lady came; 
and urg'd me to accept of it with all the 
e artful Perſwafions the! was Miſtreſs of; 
and, finding me ſtill averſe to her Propn- 
«at, in the Afternoqn introduc'd the Gentle- 
man himfelf, who did not want Rhetorick 
„in Affairs of Love. Still J kept my Re- 
„ ſolution, to the great Mortification of 
% my Lover: Nevertheleſs, he did not give 
cover the Purſuit; for the next Morning 
< alt-the':Ladies Who were frequent Vile 
« tants at Mr. Dales, came in a forma! 
+ Manner to ſolicite for my Lover. In 
ſhort, ſo much was made of it, ſo many 
Arguments us'd, and ſuch Art employ'd, 
that I Was forc'd to r to — En- 
e treaties. ads | 
« This happen F bY a FR ; 1 Day 
6. Fortnight was fixt for the Ceremony, 
4 and all. the pompous Preparations made: 
*Uthat Art could invent or Wealth produce. 
Vol. II. P +* My 
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* My intended Huſband every Hour gave 
& freſh Proofs of his Affection, and made 
% me Preſents, I thought much above the: 
{© Ability of an Iflander.  - | 

* But how vain is Expectation of Flap- 
< pineſs in this World! for, on the Ved.- 
neſday before the Nuptial Day, Mr. Em- 
„ ey, my Lover, was ſeiz'd with a violent 
Fever, and on the Friday dy' d; ſo that 
© I was now left again in my ſingle State. 
Imagine how I was ſurpriz' d, when his 
„Affairs came to be look'd into, to hear 
* he had left me ſole Heireſs to his Whole 
Fortune, which was Thirty Thouſand: 
„ MPounds; beſides ſeveral Lands, Houſes, 
and Furniture of infinite Value. 

„ was no ſooner put in Poſſeſſion of 
** this great Fortune, which by the Care 
„ of Mr. Dale, was foon done, than I 
* wiſh'd to return to England. He, far 
hom blaming my Deſire, encourag'd it; 
66 and, in about four Months | ſet out * 
England. full of the Hope of ſeeing my 
„dear Child, and my Friend Mr. Buchler, 
« whoſe Life I was afraid was ended: For 
« when I firſt conſented to this Match, I. 
« wrote him Word; and ſent a ſmall Pre- 
« fent of that, Country' s Produce, but ne- 
„ver receiv'd any Anſwer.” | , 
"il I roſe up, and embracing Polly, 
told her that Letter, with the Preſent, came 
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to me. That, ſaid Polly, I did imagine, bea 
cauſe the ſaine Perſon that was entruſted with 
that Letter, ſhew'd me to the Houſe where he 
left it, and there, to my great Afloniſhment, 
heard Mr. Buckler was in the F leet, 
which was the Reaſon I came thither 
but” little thought to meet my dear Jaſper 
there. 

Polly having ended her Story, F briefly | 
related mine. We had now nothing 
to do, but to expreſs our mutual Affections 
for each other; and, to prove 'em ſincere, 
we only wanted to unite em in that ſacred 
Band, our hard Fortune had formerly hin- 
der d us from compleating. This we agreed 
to, and fit the next Day for the Perform 
ance. Polly would fain have deferr'd itꝰ till 
ſne had — her Child, but I begg'd ſhe 
would not inſiſt on it; ſince ſhe ſaw, by- 
Mr. Emſley's Death, how dangerous it was 
to delay the Tranſports of a Lover. ” 

While we were in the Midſt of theſe. 
Endearments, a Note came from Mr. Buck-- 
ler, her Friend, that compleated. her Hap- 
pineſs. It contain'd as follows :. 


Dear INDIANA, 


1 Have juſt ſeen the Captain, ho inform'd 
me of your Arrival. I am glad you are 
in Health ; and your dear Boy, my Charge, 
#s the ſame. Earneſt Buſineſs prevents my 
ſeeing 
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feeing you To-day, but To-morrow Morning 1 
will» vi it you, and give up my Truſt to Jour 
Arms. 


From your Friend, 
J BUCKLER, 


Mr. Buckler kept his Word, and brought 
my Child by nine o'Clock in the Morning. 
-It would be too tedious to deſcribe the 
Expreſſions of Love, Gratitude, and Friend- 
ſhip, that flow'd from every Mouth. We 
told Mr. Buckler, in Part, our Story, and he 
was highly rejoie'd that he had been ſo 
prineipal an Inſtrument in our Happineſs. 
——He went with us t6 Church, and in- 
ſiſted upon giving Holly away, which he did 
with. great good Natufe. 

When the Ceremony was over, we re- 
turn d with my Uncle; Who propos d, that 
we ſhould ſtay in Town a Month, and then 
pay a Viſit to my Father: Saying, Perhaps 
be may receive you like his Os nw; n0W 1195 


don't want bis Aſſiſtance. - 
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